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later rather than-earlier. Among the many factors 
that account for the situation, money is the 'pri¬ 
mary one. 

1 was engaged to a good man for three years, 
and then we were separated." said a receptionist 
who wished to remain anonymous. 

“My. father demanded many things, some nf 
which were unbelievable. At the end of our betro¬ 
thal; ray fiance said that at this rate it would take 
him another 10 years of hand work to get married, 
so he broke off the engagement.” she said. 

And as a result it is inevitably the young men 
and women that suffer the consequences. 

“I fell in love with her at the univer 


alter our graduation I went to her house to meet 
her family." Ahmad explained. 

The girl's family almost ended the marriage 
before it got off the ground by demanding a huge 
dowry. This is lo say nothing of the five-star wed¬ 
ding party, the house and the car they demanded of 
him. 

"How can a graduate fresh from school and still 
unemployed satisfy these impossible demands, 
especially if he is from the middle class?" Ahmed 
asked dishelievingly. Even so he spent more than 


university, then 
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Dramatic shoot-out 
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By Star Staff Writer %ai the, scene .said than ,Jajnal 
A MAJOR step towardxldsrag .hadlnqt rfillecL himself.. but 
the casebook - on a- series --of • ‘ ,caroo-ot« IcKngwith 

gruesome murders that-, sent. a gas -and, began,shooting at 
shock-waves througjvthe oft- secoj^-l^ra 
erwise peaceful Kingddm was^ fine. ^ Jah^;waF 
taken last wfeek.’A dramatic 
shoot-out that resulted in the 
death of oneman ancP-die 
arrest of n second, breu-ghttQ 
climax on invesugatioa-that-^b 


...-‘.a z 




resulted in the 
apprehension- of 
a total of six sus¬ 
pects draught no 
be behind die 
crimes. 

- After exieur 
sive investiga- . 
tkm, police..!pnr> 
rounded- : . what ; 
was presumed to; 
be die hide-out 
of two of. those:, 
thought to. be, 
involved in the 
murders of . a. 
dozen-people m' 
three separate 
incidents. - TJra-.- 
killings aJlioijfc. 
place in duiee 
residential. areas 
in- and arohzid 
Amman—-Al : .' 

Ratneh, Shmej- 
sani and Wadi A1 
^ir-^tietweeh; .' 

January and 
April of this 
year. • 

The • police; 
backed up by one 
of the military's 
Special Forces 

HRH Prince Policemen arrest one of the suspects tn 
Abdallah. : • ah murders 



an 

army general, 
succeeded in end- . 

ing a nine-hour siege that 
began in the early , morning 
hours on Mondayr - 

.The joint operation Jed to 
the arrest of Mohammad Jagh- 
abin. suspected of being the 
leader of. a gang of six men 
thought to be behind the kill¬ 
ings of the 12 people, one an 
Iraqi diplomat, gripped, the 
public imagination. 

Police say that another sus¬ 
pect. Jamal killed himself 
during the- police raid on the 
two suspects'- biding place,in 
the Sahhab area; a few-kiloms- 
lers south of thecapital. - 
However, several witnesses 


the National Autopsy Center 
According to sources, 10 bul¬ 
lets’wwe found in the-course 
of the : examination, ecmcen- 
teated'"in "the suspect’s head, 
shoaldor pnd waist. 

Previous to: the hud, police 
hod arrested, four other Jordan 
aims trapbjeated in the three 
crimes. Dr. Abdallah Nsour, 
the deputy prime minister said 
in . a press conference, 
Tuesday. - \ 

Tbe four men' were .appre¬ 
hended days before the Mon¬ 
day .arrest of a fifth Jordanian 
suspect, NkmrsaiJi 
- He added that another Jor- 


." daman national. remains at 
large in a European country 
' wltitih he declined to identify. 

However, offiaal ^sources 
/ ctmfirihed ■ that the. suspecu 
Mohamad A1 Pari is currently. 
Jiving in Russia. The source 
^.added. that Jordanian authori- 
. - ties with- the cooperation of 
1 Interpol are seeking to bring 
: him to justice. • ’ 

f -'An eighth gang 
member appar¬ 
ently ' was mur- 
«|ered by. his com- 
patiujts .in Wadi 
^ AiSir in ApriL 
1 f^w-cj-j^rtions 
show thar ^ere 
are no political 
motives;:, .behind 
•thfc crimes," 

• Nsour said. “The 
motives were 
financial and 
jdamed the lives 
jof : several inno¬ 
cent _ people 
because ’ of 
greed." He 
declined to 
elaborate. 

Initial -investi¬ 
gations suggest 
that ;the murders 
were the result of 
illegal dealings in 
antiquities and 
expensive - art 
pieces. 

Officials involved 
with the case are- 
calegorically 
excluding the pos¬ 
sibility that- the 
crimes were polit-. 
ically motivated. 

“All involved in 
the case are Jorda¬ 
nians. There, were 


ing five influential Iraqis and 
: three Egyptians were stabbed 
to death by masked attackers 
in the home or wealthy Iraqi 
businessman Sami George in 
A1 Rabieh. One of those killed 
was .the Iraqi deputy chief of 
mission. Hikniat A1 Hcjju. 
along with his Egyptian wife. 

Rasheed- said the killers' 
real target was a third Iraqi, 
businessman Nemier Ojji, who 
was one of the eight to die. He 
said Ojji incerred their wrath 
by accepting smuggled antiq¬ 
uities from Iraq and never pay¬ 
ing for them. 

“They gave him some 


Continued on page 2 



Israeli border police push Palestinian Legislative Council members Azmi Shuaibi 
'(left) and Hasson Asfour (2ndfrom left) away from Jewish settlers ’ tin shacks in the 
Old City of Jerusalem on Tuesday. 


the recent 


no political or outside links, 
definitely," Minister of lnter- 
-ior Naibeer Rashid ' - told 
Reuters. 

“It .was money.” Rasheed 
said they {Mohammad and 
Jamal] were the main suspects. 
in the two separate high- 
profile killings in AI Rabieh- 
and Sbmeisani. Three ( other 
’ people had already been 
..arrested, another was outside 
..the country, and a fifth is pre¬ 
sumed to have been lulled by 
-. members of the group, he said. 


Iri the first incident on 17 
January, eight people, iodud- 


Israelis, Palestinians clash 
at Old City building site 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—A 
melee erupted Tuesday in the 
Old City of Jerusalem as Pales¬ 
tinian legislators and residents 
protesting Jewish construction 
in the Muslim quarter clashed 
with Israeli police and Jewish 
settlers. 

Several lawmakers were 
slightly injured as police wield¬ 
ing batons forced them to leave 
the site where settlers had put 
up seven temporary structures, 
strong . Israeli flags and 
arranged for several families to 
move in. 

A; corrugated metal building 
swayed and crashed to the 
ground in a cloud of dust after 
Israelis and Palestinians scuf¬ 
fled inside it, prompting cheers 
from Palestinian onlookers. 

Israeli officials admitted 
later that the building had been 
done without permits, A court 
ordered the work stopped and 
Jerusalem - Mayor Ehud 
Olmert—usually an outspoken 
supporter of Jewish settlement 
in east Jerusalem—said . the 
structures would be tom down 
and the settlers evacuated. 
"Building in Jerusalem is a 
very important and essential 


issue, hut in every case it 
should take place according to 
the law.” Olmen said. 

Tuesday's incident was the 
latest in a scries of confronta¬ 
tions in the'walled Old City. 
Both sides said it illustrates that 
the conflict over Jerusalem, 
perhaps the most sensitive of 
the issues dividing Israelis and 
Palestinians, is heating up. Nei¬ 
ther side shows any sign of 
compromise. 

A spokeswoman for A tenet 
Cohanim. the nationalist- 
religious group that huik the 
structures and claims owner¬ 
ship of the land, said the con- 
‘siruction Tuesday was "the 
Zionist answer" to die recent 
stabbing death of a group mem¬ 
ber in the Old City. "This is the 
battle for Jerusalem.” Klila 
Hamoy said. "This is about 
who will be the landlord of this 
city, whether it will be divided 
ornoL" 

The speaker of the Palestin¬ 
ian Legislative Council, mean¬ 
while. declared: ‘To hell with 
all the (peace) agreements if 
they will not save Jerusalem’’ 
for Palestinians. Ahmed Korei. 
who was the Palestine Libera¬ 


tion Organization's chief nego¬ 
tiator on the landmark Oslo 
peace accords, rushed to the 
disputed site Tuesday with 
more than a dozen Palestinian 
legislators and other dignitaries 
to protest. 

Saeb Erekai. the Palestin¬ 
ians’ current chief negotiator 
with Israel, was pushed by bor¬ 
der guards and fell but was 
uninjured. Faisal Husseini. the 
PLO’s top representative in 
Jerusalem, and Palestinian 
Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Jawad Saleh suffered cuts on 
their arms, as police first tried 
forcefully to keep them from 
entering the she and then used 
further force to make them 
leave. 

Israeli Public Security Min¬ 
ister Avigdor Kahalani later 
apologized to Korei and other 
senior Palestinian officials for 
their treatment by police and 
paramilitary border guards. 

Erekai said he was grateful 
for the apology but said the 
Israeli government’s support 
for building Jewish settlements 
in east Jerusalem was pushing 
the two sides toward violence, 
especially in the absence of 


progress in peace negotiations. 
"Wc don't need iL We're at the 
edge." he said. 

Israel won control of east 
Jerusalem from Jordan in the 
1967 Six Day War and quickly 
declared the entire city its eter¬ 
nal capital. The annexation has 
not been recognized by most 
nations, including the United 
States, although Newt Gin¬ 
grich. the US House speaker 
heading one of four visiting 
delegations of congressmen, 
again declared . his support 
Tuesday for Israeli control over 
the city. 

The disturbance comes in 
the wake of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu's rejec¬ 
tion on Sunday of claims by 
Israeli opposition leaders that 
he is to blame for the long 
stalemate in peace negotia¬ 
tions, declaring that the peace 
process was in "dire straits" 
well before he took office two 


years ago. 

"Negotiations had stopped 
on virtually every track.” 
Netanyahu told the visiting 
group of US congressmen, 
apparently trying to halt grow- 
Continued on page 2 


Lenient 

attitude 

toward 

Iraq 

might 

prevail 


By Craig Turner 
UNITED NATIONS—For a 
year now. the hig powers at the 
United Nations have been 
arguing about the best way to 
deal with Iraqi President Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. The United 
States and Britain essentially 
see him as a criminal on parole 
who ought to be punished when 
he breaks the terms of his pro¬ 
bation. while Russia. France 
and China suggest he ought lo 
be encouraged toward 
rehabilitation. 

The US view largely has pre¬ 
vailed, with the United Nations 
thumping Iraq with economic 
sanctions and the threat of mili¬ 
tary force when Baghdad has 
balked at demands that it dis¬ 
pose of its weapons nf mass 
destruction. 

Bui ever since U.N. Secre- 
lary-General Kofi Annan 
returned from Baghdad in Feb¬ 
ruary with a promise from Sad¬ 
dam to be more cooperative 
with UN weapons inspectors, 
officials here have adopted a 
more lenient posture toward 
Iraq. As a result, it appears that 
in the next few months the Rus¬ 
sian-French-Chi nese argument 
will get its first real test. 

The latest evidence of the 
new altitude surfaced earlier 
this month, when the 15 mem¬ 
bers of the Security Council— 
including the Linked Stales— 
formally acknowledged Iraqi 
progress in dismantling the 
country’s outlawed nuclear 
weapons research program. 

The unanimously approved 
.statement held out the possibil¬ 
ity that, as soon as July, the 
Security Council officially 
might confirm that Iraq hits met 
the terms of the 1991 Gulf War 
cease-fire requiring it lo elimi¬ 
nate its atomic weapons 
capability. 

That would be a firsL step 
toward lifting the oil embargo 
lhaL has stilled the Iraqi econ¬ 
omy. Many more steps arc 
needed before the embargo 
could be removed—most nota¬ 
bly proof that Iraq has disposed 
of its chemical and biological 
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Egypt unveils new improved Sphinx 


By John Daniszewsld . 

' OURCH-Tte Sphinx is 4,600. yenry aid -. 

but die last few have been tough ones. . . 

■' First, there was s disastrous restoration 
project in toe early 1980s in which many 
. of its ancient stones were discarded and its 
north side was shored up with a layer of 
concrete, 9-feet thick ’ in 
' spots. But; if later was. 
found that, besjdes 
being' ugly, the: salt- 
laden concrete harmed 
. ihe Sphinx’s timespne 
■ ewe.. , ; 

oTben, there was the. 
day in I9B8 that a 700- 
pbozxi' hunk of . its .. 
shoulder^ fell. off,, set¬ 
ting off a new, frenzied - 
debate over how best to save what js one 
of the world's best-known ancient 

• nmnii^neans. '• . ' 

Finally there has .been almost a decade 



e p o 
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of slow preservation , work, in which the 
;Sphinx has been crawled over, poked, 
prodded and sheathed; in scaffolding to the 
dismay of tourists. 

But all that appears to be behind the 
Sphinx now. 

With its inscrutable smile, it con 
look forward to being left alone, at 
least for a half-century or so, 
restorers say. • 

. In a gala ceremony-Monday- 
replete with symphonic and opera 
performances and a sound- and- 
light show— President Husnr 
Mubarak declared the Sphinx 
healed from its .recent traumas. 
- The monument was then officially, 

reopened by FedmcolMayor^head 
of UNESCO, who observed that, 
* “We have worked together to make sure 
' the. Sphinx -of Giza remains a wonder of 
the world to.come." 

: For Egypt, it is a matter of pride that the 


entire $2.5 million repair has been carried 
out by its own experts—geologists, arche¬ 
ologists. artists and restorers. Zahi Hawass, 
die antiquities director of the Giza Plateau 
who oversaw the project, got a presidential 
medal in gratitude. 

Throughout the 20th century, monu¬ 
ments from Egypt's rich history have suF- 
Fered From weU-intended but misguided 
attempts at preservation. Foreign archeolo¬ 
gists have tended to give lira Egyptians 
good marks Tor the effort to repair the 
Sphinx this time. But they deplore the fact 
that so much old stone had to be replaced 
with new. That, however, was unavoidable 
after the ancient stones were misplaced 
after the 1982-87 restoration, the one 
which Hawass said almost ‘‘killed” the 
Sphinx. 

Carved from the limestone of the Giza 
Plateau to guard the ancient Egyptian 
necropolis, the Sphinx was a tourist attrac¬ 
tion even in ancient times. It was first 


restored by Pharaoh Tuthmosis IV, | .000 
years after it was built. Various Roman 
emperors, including Nero and Marcus 
Aurelius, also touched it up. But it sur¬ 
vived most of its existence buried up to its 
neck in the sands that blow in from the 
western desert of Egypt. 

When that cover was permanently 
cleared in a 1925-26 excavation by French 
architect Emile Baraize. the world found 
that the Sphinx’s surface had been eaten 
way by erosion, although flecks of the 
original red color preferred by the ancient 
Egyptians could still be seen. In the years 
since, the monument has suffered a slow 
crumbling and flaking away of stone. The 
deterioration has increased year by year, 
with some experts blaming environmental 
factors such as air pollution and ground 
water seepage. 

Hawass said the ground water problem 
was solved in the 1980s when a sewage 


system was installed for the village nearest 
the Pyramids; uir pollution does not seem a 
major problem. He said the most important 
factor in the monument's decay is the poor 
quality of the original limestone from 
which its core was carved. 

"We look the covering stones out and 
we found that the solid rock inside is noth¬ 
ing," he noted. “It is powder! “ 

The use of concrete to shore up the 
northern side of the Sphinx's flank in ihe 
1980s damaged . the inner limestone 
because moisture and salts were trapped 
there, accelerating the chemical process 
that turns the core limestone into dust, he 
said. The new limestone casing .lets the 
Original stone "breathe." 

Recent scholarship has concluded that 
Ihe Sphinx was an integral pan of the 
funerary complex for Chephrcn, the Fourth 
Dynasty pharaoh who is also known as 
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Jordan celebrated the 52nd anniversary of its Independence this week. A major celebration was held at Al Hussein Sports City which Their 
Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor attended with members of the Royal Family. Also in attendance was His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasson , Prime Minister Abdel Salaam Al Majaii and other top Jordanian dignitaries. About 33500 people assembled in Sports City to view the 
anniversary celebrations. 


Dramatic shoot-out 
caps investigation of 
high-profile crimes 


Continued from page 1 

antiques from Iraq. He did not 
pay them...They thought they 
were very precious,” Rasheed 
said. 

Mr Rasheed also said 
Mohammad Jaghabin ‘.‘was 
involved in both cases and 
some of his fingerprints were 
caught in both cases” [Al 
Rabieh and Shmeisani]- 

According to Ad Dustour 
daily.-the lone survivor of the 
brutal attack, Ms Diotsios 
Lidaki, 37. a Greek cook and a 
close friend of George’s who 
claimed just after the killings 
that Al Hejju had been lured to 
the villa, had apparently iden¬ 
tified some of those involved 
in the murders among the 
recently arrested suspects. 

On 8 April this year a triple 
murder took place in Shmei¬ 
sani. Three prominent Jorda¬ 
nians. lawyer Hanna Nadeh. 
his son Suhail and psychiatrist 
Dr Awni George were shot 
dead at George's clinic over 


the Eid holiday. 

Rasheed said that psychia¬ 
trist Awni Saad also had finan¬ 
cial dealings with the 
attackers. 

‘There is evidence that 
money was involved between 
the doctor and the killers, he 
said. 

Rasheed said that the. group 
was also behind the 16 April 
murder of a taxi driver in 
Wadi Al Sir. The Minister 
said the driver was one of die 
suspects* companions. 

Both crimes have been the 
source of considerable specu¬ 
lation. Rumors hitting the 
streets varied from notions 
that the crimes, had political 
motivations to imagining the 
involvement of the Interna¬ 
tional Mafia and drug 
traffickers. 

According to sources close 
to the investigation, authori¬ 
ties will soon unveil the 
results of the completed inves¬ 
tigation. ■ 


True love: Can’t live without it, 
yet who can afford it? 


Continued from page 1 

six years working and saving 
to marry one of his cousins 
after he lost hope of ever mar¬ 
rying his first love. 

On the other hand “my cou¬ 
sin agreed to wait until I 
could afford to begin a new 
life in my own house.” 
Ahmad added. 

Statistics show that 55 per¬ 
cent of women between the 
age of 20-24 arc still looking 
for a husband, while 27.61 
percent of those between the 
age of 24-25 are still single, 
in the 2S-29 age group the 
proportion of unmarried folk 
is 27.61 percent. The figures 
begin to drop from here on, 
with singles in the 30-34 age 
group comprising around 15 
percent of their total number. 

However, according to 
Mufeed Sirhan of the Al Afaf 
Charity Society, it is not just a 
financial question “since many 
rich men don't even think of 
marriage. The main issue is 


actually the lack of understand¬ 
ing of the concept of marriage 
and family. This is why more 
and more people are turning 
away" from married life. 

“We must increase public 
awareness of the importance 
and necessity of marriage and 
family in our Islamic society, 
to prevent the promotion of 
vice and an increase of evil," 
Sirhan said. 

Sirhan continued that some 
people follow an expensive 
tradition for weddings— 
providing beautiful furniture 
for the new couple's house, 
buying clothes from Paris or 
London For the bride, after all. 
marriage supposedly being a 
one-lime affair, many families 
refuse to give these costly for¬ 
malities up. 

A simple study carried out 
by Sirhan showed that a mid¬ 
dle class marriage requires at 
least JD 7,000. 

That means if a government 
employee receives JD 150 or . 
'200 per month and he deter¬ 


mines to save JD 100 of it 
each month, he will need 
seven years to accumulate the 
necessary sum. 

Nevertheless, despite high 
unemployment and poverty, 
the age and salary at gradua¬ 
tion and the amount of money 
it takes to get married, most 
men will be married by the 
age 30. Of course, this auto¬ 
matically affects the age of 
marriage for women. 

Also, the ACS is helping to 
offset marriage costs. The 
organization granted 900 non¬ 
profit loans for those who 
intend to marry, haven't the 
means to afford it. and prefer 
not to wait. 

And the society also pro¬ 
vides another service. 

“We receive applications 
from men and women who arc 
looking for partners, and. in 
light of what they tell us. we 
try to match two candidates 
according to their wishes and 
demands.” Sarhan said. 

“In the old days, each fam¬ 


ily used to search out the suit¬ 
able man for ihcir daughter, 
hui now it’s left to the girl to 
find a husband.” said Dr Sari 
Naser a sociologist at (he Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan. 

"Other factors like educa¬ 
tion and economic position 
contribute considerably to 
increasing the age of marriage 
in Jordan.” Dr Nnscr also 
emphasized the role emigra¬ 
tion plays in keeping more 
women without husbands. 

Naser said that when a man 
goes out of his country to 
work, he often discovers that 
he can choose and marry any¬ 
one he likes, if she agrees, 
without having the burden of 
obligations to the girl's fam¬ 
ily. This is especially true in 
western countries. 

“Another reason, and I 
believe it is a very important 
one. is the fear of divorce. 
Many women prefer to remain 
spinsters than to risk becom¬ 
ing a divorced woman/' Dr 
Naser . said. . ■ 


Israelis, Palestinians clash 
at Old City building site 


Continued from page 1 

ing criticism from the opposi¬ 
tion Labor Party and Palestin¬ 
ian leaders that his government 
is responsible for the 14-month 
deadlock. 

Netanyahu said a wave of 
suicide bombings and violence 
in southern Lebanon had all 
but derailed the process before 
he came to power in June 
1996. His government, he said, 
has worked since then to 
achieve a “genuine peace" 
with the Palestinians, one that 
would insure security for 
Israel. 

But Shimon Peres, the for¬ 
mer Labor Party prime minis¬ 
ter and an architect of the Oslo 
accords, dismissed Netan¬ 
yahu's arguments as “baseless 
stories." 

“For two years, the negotia¬ 
tions have been prolonged 
without reason." Peres toid 
Israel Radio, adding “it's pos¬ 
sible to achieve peace.” 

Netanyahu has thus far 
rejected a US proposal to 
revive the peace process that 
calls for Israel to hand over an 
additional 13 percent of West 
Bank territory to the Palestin¬ 
ians in exchange for concrete 
steps to clamp down on mili¬ 
tant Islamic groups and the 
adoption of a new Palestinian 


national covenant, among 
other measures. 

But he stud Sunday that he 
expects a majority of his coali¬ 
tion government to ultimately 
support transferring more 
West Bank land to the Pales¬ 
tinians if Israel's security can 
be assured. The Cabinet on 
Sunday again discussed the 
proposed withdrawal but 
reached no decision, accord¬ 
ing to a statement. 

Palestinian Authority Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat, mean¬ 
while, urged the United States 
to go public with its initiative, 
a move that it is widely per¬ 
ceived would ratchet up the 
pressure on Israel to go along. 

“I am insisting that the 
American administration has 
to declare al! of its initiative 
and what has happened with 
this initiative," he told report¬ 
ers in the Gaza Strip. Arafat 
has already accepted the 
proposal. 

But Netanyahu garnered 
support for his position from 
Sunday's unusual convergence 
on Jerusalem of the four visit¬ 
ing US congressional delega¬ 
tions. in particular from 
Republican House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, whose support 
of Israel is viewed by some 
political pundits as an attempt 
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to gamer political support at 
home from both Jewish and 
right-wing Christian groups, 
both of whom are inevitably 
pro-Israel. 

Gingrich has in the past 
been openly critical of Presi¬ 
dent Clinton's attempts to set 
deadlines for progress in the 
peace process, echoing Netan¬ 
yahu's views that Israel alone 
must decide its security needs 
without interference—even 
from its closest ally, the 
United States. 

“The reality is thai true 
peace has to be based on true 
security,” he said as Netan¬ 
yahu sat beside him on the 
dais at a Jerusalem news con¬ 
ference. “We're here to learn, 
we're here to hopefully help a 
peace process in which Israel 
defines its own security 
needs." 

The congressional visit 
coincided with mass celebra¬ 
tions marking the anniversary 
of Israel’s capture of the east¬ 
ern sector of Jerusalem in the 
1967 Six Day War. 

The issue of Jerusalem is 
one of the most explosive on 
the Israeli-Palestinian agenda. 
Israel claims all of Lhe city as 
its capital and says it will 
never again be divided. The 
Palestinians, in turn, claim the 
eastern sector as the capital of 
lhe independent stale they 
hope to establish one day. 

The United States and most 
other nations have never rec¬ 
ognized Israel's 1967 annexa¬ 
tion of easi Jerusalem and 
have kepi their embassies in 
Tel Aviv, pending the outcome 
of final negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians on 
the city's status. 

Gingrich—along with a 
majority of Congress— 
supports moving the US 
Embassy to Jerusalem now. 
but he buckled last week to 
White House pressure to can¬ 
cel a planned visit to the site 
of the future embassy here, an 
event that angry Palestinians 
had warned would be "playing 
with fire." 

Gingrich's remarks have 
struck some in the Clinton 
administration as foreign pol¬ 
icy freelancing. “I think it's 
unfortunate that the speaker, in 
a range of matters related to 
foreign policy, has injected a 
high degree of partisanship 
into his comments," White 
House spokesman Mike 
McCurry said. 


He and the State Depart¬ 
ment also look aim at a remark 
by Gingrich in Washington 
earlier this month that Secre¬ 
tary of State Madeleine Alb¬ 
right was behaving as if she 
were “the agent for the Pales¬ 
tinians" in the peace talks. 
McCurry said that Gingrich's 
“suggestion that the secretary 
of state is loyal to anyone but 
the people of the United Slates 
of America is offensive— 
highly offensive.” 

Mindful in this congres¬ 
sional election year of Ameri¬ 
can Jewish financial support as 
well as the powerful Jewish 
lobby in both the House and 
Senate, many US legislators 
have gone out of their way to 
offer, al icasi until after the 
November elections, praise 
and pledges of unwavering 
support for Israel. None, how¬ 
ever. has outdone Gingrich. 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


Lenient attitude toward Iraq 


might prevail 


Continued from page i 

weapons and its long-range 
missiles. Bui an official UN 
'death certificate' for the 
nuclear weapons program 
would he one of those incen¬ 
tives that Russian. French and 
Chinese diplomats say should 
be offered Iraq. 

France's ambassador lo the 
United Nations. Alain Dejam- 
mcL. described the Security 
Council's action this month as 
an attempt lo ease lhe “frustra¬ 
tion” in the Iraqi capital and 
elsewhere in the Arab world 
over the continuing sanctions, 
which have been in effect for 
most of this decade. 

Although the United States 
supported the measure, the 
Americans were seen here as 
having liule choice, given the 
overwhelming sentiment on the 
Security Council for some sort 
of pat on the back for Baghdad. 
US negotiators did manage to 
place a strong set of conditions 
on Iraq's behavior. 

The decision - came,, after 
inspectors for the international ' 


Atomic Energy Agency, a 
Vienna. Austria-based affiliate 
of the United Nations, reported 
no signs of ongoing nuclear 
weapons research in Iraq. 
Some independent - arms 
experts have derided tbe ; 
agency's findings, noting that 
its inspectors failed to detect 
Iraq’s prewar nuclear program 
in 1990. 

There are other signs of a 
new UN attitude • toward 
Baghdad. 

Annan repeatedly has 
praised Iraqi cooperation with 
weapons inspectors since his 
talk with Saddam in February 
opened eight previously off- 
limits presidential compounds 
to inspection. After a recent 
meeting in Paris with Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tank 
Aziz. Annan again- declared 
himself “satisfied that ... Iraq 
has lived up to its obligations ~ 

These optimistic readings 
overlook the fact that Iraq had 
months to remove any docu¬ 
ments or other evidence from 
- the • presidential compounds 
before the first' inspected 


arrived this spring. Annan also 
has ignored . frequent sugges¬ 
tions by top Iraqi officials that 
they will again refuse inspec¬ 
tors’ entry to the facilities. 

The hazard of this soft-sell 
approach is evident to weapons 
inspectors. 

“We fear there's a slippeiy 
slope here and Iraq is going to 
try to further weaken the 
inspection system and (that) 
eventually we’re not going to 
be able' to detect clandestine 
weapons programs,” said 
David Albright, a former 
inspector who now heads the 
Institute’for Science and Inter¬ 
nationa] Security in Washing¬ 
ton. DC. 

Iraqi officials, in fact, have 
maintained the pressure for. 
more concessions. After the 
Security Council made the con¬ 
ciliatory gesture : on . nuclear 
weapons. Baghdad's ambassa¬ 
dor to the world body, Nizar 
Hamdoun. sniffed that it was 
“too little, too lare."B 

. LA Times- Washington Post 
'■' ■’* News Servicf' 
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Shbeilat says 
wait for appeal 


SPECULATIONS on just when 
Leith Shbeilat will leave prison 
is continuing. Last week Shbei¬ 
lat rejected a special Royal Par¬ 
don, saying that the decision 
was unconstitutional because 
his case was still in the appeal 
courts. However Shbeilat did 
say that he would accept the 
release if all other prisoners 
that were included in a 1996 
amnesty were also released. 

Shbeilat. 56. ‘the govern¬ 
ment's No. I opponent' as the 
weekly press sensationally 
describes him. was sentenced 
by the State Security Court to 
nine-months in jail this month 
for inciting pro-Iraqi riots in 
the southern town of Ma'an last 
February. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
ordered Shbeilal's release dur¬ 
ing an unannounced visit to the 
leaders of the Professional 
Associations last week to hear 
their grievances. 

‘The Shbeilat case is over, 
with his colleagues as guaran¬ 
tors for him.” the King told 
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reporters following die meeting 
with the professional associa¬ 
tions' presidents. 

However, Shbeilat said in 
the letter “I did not ask anyone 
to vie for me to stop my 
national activity." He added, T 
never, in the past or now, 
wanted any pardon for alleged 
crimes that I have not con¬ 
fessed to committing." 

In bis letter to the warden of 
his prison, which later was 
released by the official Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, last 
Wednesday. Shbeilat 

expressed surprise in reading 
about his pardon. 

“Since my case is still being 
examined by the judiciary 
which I expect will declare my 
innocence of the fabricated 
charges, so the decision I read 
in the papers has no constitu¬ 
tional means for implementa¬ 
tion...this is also an interference 
in the judicial system which 
has not yet pronounced a final 
verdict," Shbeilat wrote. 

But, he added, since the par¬ 
don has already happened, “I 
will refrain from publicize the 
news of my rejection of the 
Royal pardon on one condition, 
which is the implementation of 
a previous Royal Decree issued 
November 12, 1996 to pardon 
all who served reasonable time 
in jail, and those who dp not 
pose a security threat, as in the 
Royal letter sent to [former 
prime minister Abdel Karim] 


Kabariti. The content of the 
letter was not executed." 

His pardon has become com¬ 
plicated because the verdict by 
the State Security Court is not 
final, since it is contestable in 
the Court of Cassation. 

Acting Information Minister 
Nasser Lawzi said last Thurs¬ 
day that the court’s verdict was 
not final and that if Shbeilat’s 
lawyers decide not to appeal, 
the verdict will be final and 
Shbeilat will be subject to the 
King’s pardon. Bul if the law¬ 
yers decide to appeal, then the 
Court of Cassation can either 
endorse the State Security 
Court’s verdict or acquit him." 

Shbeilat, an outspoken oppo¬ 
nent of the govern mem, was 
also pardoned by King Hussein 
in 1992 and 1996. He was sen¬ 
tenced to death in 1992 for 
treason but had his sentence 
commuted ro a jail term. He 
was jailed again for slandering 
the Monarch and released in 
1996. ' ; 

Shbeilat, .who is also former 
president of the Jordan Engi¬ 
neers Association, was arrested 
on 20 February after delivering 
a. sermon at Ma'an's main 
mosque. Hourc later, a pro- 
Iraqi protest swept the city, 
leaving one Jordanian dead and 
over 25 others injured. The 
government, which imposed a 
six-day curfew on Ma'an, 
blamed Shbeilat for inciting the 
unrest. ■ 


Egypt unveils new 
improved Sphinx 


Continued from page 1 
Khafra and whose pyramid is 
the second largest of the three 
great pyramids of Giza. The 
Sphinx, a lion’s body that is 66 
feet tall and 242 feet long 
topped with the head of a man. 
was meant to be a “manifesta¬ 
tion of Khafra reborn as the sun 
god," archeologists Vivian 
Davies and Renee Friedman 
have written. 

It was carved from layers of 
50-miilion-ycar-old limestone 
that vary dramatically in qual¬ 
ity. The head and lace, mod¬ 
eled On Cbephren himself, are 
in good shape because the 


stone there is the strongest. But 
the torso and chest are badly 
worn. To slow the deteriora¬ 
tion, restorers have coated 
threatened areas with a mortar 
made of sand, lime and water, 
the same materials used by the 
ancients. 

To teplacc the stone casing 
on the sides of the Sphinx, 
12,478 new limestone blocks 
were hewn from a quarry in 
Helwan a few miles up the 
Nile. The stone was chosen to 
match the original as closely as 
possible.^ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
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King meets Egyptian 
foreign minister 
AMMAN (Petra>■—His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday recev 
a message from Egyptian Prcsi 
dent Husro Mubarak. The mes¬ 
sage- which was conveyed in 
the King by Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa during a 
meeting at the Royal Own. 
explained the outcome of Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak's talks with 
French President Jacques Chi¬ 
rac and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. It also dealt with 
the stalemated peace process, 
particularly the Palestinian- 
Isracli track. Talks during the 
meeting stressed the impor¬ 
tance of pursuing coordination 
and consultation between the 
two brotherly countries, partic¬ 
ularly with regard to the ohsta- jp --1 
cles impeding progress in peac^T^! 
talks and the need to support" ’ 
Palestinian brethren to restore 
tbeir rights on their national 
soil. 

Later the same -day His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan also received the Egyp¬ 
tian Foreign Minister and dis¬ 
cussed with him the latest 
developments in the peace pro-. > 

cess. Prince Hasson and Minis¬ 
ter Musa emphasized the neces- ; 

sity for continued consultation j 

between Arab countries and 
international parties concerning j 
the peace process, to bring ii 
out of the current impasse. 
During the meeting. which was 
also attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development 
Affairs Dr Jawad Anani, Prince 
Hassan affirmed the necessiljp 
to enhance Arab cooperation 
and integration in order to build 
an Arab economic identity 
capable of competing on equal 
fooung with the rest of the 
world. 

Musa arrived in Amman ear¬ 
lier oh the day Tuesday. In u 
statement to reporters follow¬ 
ing the talks with King Huss¬ 
ein, Anani said the peace pro¬ 
cess-in the region is passing 
through a crisis and requires 
dose cooperation and coordina¬ 
tion between all the parties con¬ 
cerned. The Egyptian Foreign 
minister's visit is in this con¬ 
text. he added. Jordon appri 
dates Egypt's efforts to find 
way out of the present im 
Anani told reporters. In a press 
statement upon arrival Musa 
sa/d he was carrying a message 
to His Majesty King Hussein 
’ Egyptian President Husni 
Mubhrak. The message is part 
-of -an- Exchange between . the 
two leaders and it is related to 
the King’s message conveyed 
to. President Mubarak hy 
' Anani. 

■ The difficult situation in the 
region caused by Israel's 
intransigent policy and its 
rejection of all peace moves 
including the US initiative 
-requires consultation 
Arab countries and 
world countries. 

The Egyptian 
declined to talk about the possi¬ 
bility of convening an Arab 
summit at present “I prefer ncx 
to talk about this subject 
because, as Arabs, we know the 
subject of the summit is there 
in the Arab atmosphere and 
everyone is talking about it,” he 
said. 

_ Consultation and coordina¬ 
tion are underway at the high¬ 
est level among Arab countries 
regarding the intense situation, 
which currently does not bode 
well for the region. But still 
there some issues which need 
closer and deeper coordination, 
he said. 
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Palestinian Affairs 
Department meeting^ 

AMMAN (Petra)—Director 
General of the Palestinian 
Affairs Department Ibrahim 
Badran Saturday reiterated Jor¬ 
dan’s adherence to peace in (he 
Middle East as an “irretrieva¬ 
ble” strategic option. 

Badran made his remarks .in 
the opening speech of the 57th 
meeting of the Committee of 
Educational Programs for Arab 
Students in the Israeli Occupied 
Territories. The meeting was 
held under the umbrella of the 
Arab League with the participa¬ 
tion of representatives from 
countries hosting Palestinian 
refugees—Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon—as well as represen¬ 
tatives from the Arab League, 
the Arab Scientific, Educa¬ 
tional and Cultural Organilf' 
tion and the Arab Broad 
Union. 

Jordan has always been keen 
to seize every possible opportu¬ 
nity and to use its close rela¬ 
tions based on frankness and 
credibility - to crystallize a® 

approach through which all par¬ 
ties can contribute to-make of 
the peace 'Concept a. common, 
ground for all, where they can 
work together to establish m* 
and lasting peace, Badran said- 
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iv AMMAN (Star)—Arab 
unions and professional asso¬ 
ciations have to find n way 
nut of the state of frustration 
they arc- going through, in 
order to launch a new era of 
consolidation and integrity. 

This idea was highlighted 
hy participants in the seminar 
organized hy the Jordanian 
Doctors - Association at the 
Professional Associations 
Complex. The seminar 
stressed the need to establish 
joint Arab action for profes¬ 
sional unions, which have 
been in existence for more 
than 50 years. 

Dr Mohammad AI Rawi. 
president of the Medical 
Association in Qatar, stressed 
the importance of cooperation 
and coordination among pro¬ 
fessional associations in the 
Arab World. 

"What is needed is to unify 
Arab objectives and put for¬ 
ward defined schemes to 
achieve these goals."' Dr A1 
Rawi sjys. And hence it has 
become imperative for Arab 
countries to cooperate, 
through professional associa¬ 
tions. especially in the area of 
exchanging expertise -and 
skills covering education, 
medical treatment and other 
specializations. 

»; • Jordan Lawyers Associa- 

1- lion President Hussein Mjalli 
says with so many skilled 
people in the region, there is u 
huge potential in the Arab 
world. These professional 
cadres long to establish one 
■ic j single professional body. 

■ Mjalli points out that the 


K 


professionals have identical 
stances in the Arab nation and 
adopt a clear position regard¬ 
ing Arab issues and reject any 
attempt to normalize with 
Israel. 

"Arab unity is the only- 
weapon with which Arabs can 
face the Zionist movement." 
he adds. 

For his pan. Husni Abu 
Ghaida. president of the Jor¬ 
dan Engineers Association, 
highlighted the achievements 
of the Arab Engineers Union, 
which has an active and quali¬ 
fied membership, adding that 
the Union is one of the pillars 
affecting engineering associ¬ 
ations both on the regional 
and international levels. 

Also participating in the 
seminar was Dr“ Has&an 
Khreis. secretary general of 
the Arab Doctors IJninn. who 
tackled the difficulties that 
left a negative impact on the 
achievements of Arab profe.s- 
sional associations for 
decades. 

Dr Khreis elaborates that 
regardless of this, these bod¬ 
ies ai least maintain by their 
existence an evidence of 
materializing the concept of 
the Arab Union. 

The associations have heen 
the target of destructive cam¬ 
paigns. in which they were 
accused of holding certain 
political stances. Dr Khreis 
.says. He admits that the 
chronicle of Arab professional 
associations has suffered frum 
some negative practices, hut 
nonetheless, they have also 
experienced great accomplish¬ 
ment. ■ 




J 


0 


R 


D 


A 


N 


THE STAR 3 


JORDAN 


W E E K 


An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al As mar 


Minister denies 

■ The government has denied reports that it has refused 
to allow Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin to 
en j C » 4 - . courrtr Y- Deputy Prime Minister for Services 
and Minister of Information Abdullah Nsour said that 
the government has been informed about the visit only 
before +A hours. “It is a very short period of time to 
inform the government about such a visit ” Nsour said. 

He pointed out that His Majesty King Hussein exerted 
intensive efforts to release Sheikh Yassin from Israeli 
Kl*? 1 !?- an£ * usec * *** assass ' na tion attempt against 
Khaled Meshaal to achieve this goal. “Sheikh Yassin 
enjoys Jordan's respect and appreciation." the Minister 
stressed. Meanwhile the Deputy Prime Minister for Ser¬ 
vice Affairs denied remarks attributed to Deputy Prime 
M,n,s ^ (°r Development Affairs and Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Jawad Anani by Israeli radio, as saying that 
His Majesty King Hussein has suspended contacts with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Speaking 
to reporters following a cabinet session. Nsour said that 
Dr Anani pointed out that, due to the current Israeli 
intransigence and Benjamin Netanyahu's rejection to 
continue the peace march, "we in Jordan do not wont to 
r ?, £ sla S e . °f suspending contacts between both 

sides. Dr Nsour pointed out that the Israeli prime min¬ 
ister promised His Majesty King Hussein, during their 
recent meeting in Eilat, that he. will soon provide the 
ihung with new news, but. nothing has changed so far. 
The stage the peace process has reached foretells a grave 
and unknown future, the Minister said. 

Next PM 

■ Speaker of the Upper House Senator Zeid AI Rifai 
could be the next prime minister. According to press 
speculation AI Rifai. who is a former prime minister, 
would head the next government in a major cabinet 

, : j reshuffle. It is thought that what triggered such specuki- 
■ lion was the recent meeting of His Majesty King Hussein 

with the leaders ot the Professional Associations. 

Fighting corruption 

■ The Anti-Corruption Directorate is at present investi¬ 
gating allegations of embezzlement and misconduct in 
telephone bills that are issued by Telecommunication 
Co. 11 is understood that people from outside of the 
organization as well as a number of employees have 
been involved in the activity. 

Charity societies 

According to statistics of the Ministry of Social 
Development there are at least 700 registered charity 
societies in the Kingdom. This is considered by some to 
be too high a figure for Jordan, considering the size of 
the population. Also, in the last five months 11 more 
charities have been established, and 36 more are waiting 
lor registration by the Ministry. However, in the past 
five months also, the registrations of nine societies have 
also been withdrawn by the Ministry. 

Cancer 

More people :tn Jordan dontracred'cancer ihhh‘ever 
before. According to Ministry of Health sources the 
number, .of.canper cases, in 1997 was 3700-^40(7 
than in 1996. 

Journalism Workshop 

■ A one day workshop entitled “Journalism and Democ¬ 
racy in Jordan: For a Democratic Publications Law" is 
tiding'held this Saturday 30 May at the Professional 
Association Complex. The conference is being jointly 
organized by the National Society for Freedom and 
Democracy. AI Urdun AI Jadid Research Center and Jor- 
v , I dan Engineers Association. According to the organizers 
* lhc reason for holding the workshop is to set the ground¬ 
work for a dialogue between the public and the govern¬ 
ment. especially with respect to the upcoming press and 
publications draft law. which is to be presented to this 
summer's extraordinary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament. Many prominent personalities will take pan 
in the workshop. These include Taher AI Masri. Ibrahim 
Izzaidin. M ah mood Al Sherif. and many others. 
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Prince Hassan visits Wihdat 

AMMAN (Slarl—His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has¬ 
san. Sunday made an unexpected visit io Wihdat refugee 
■camp and was accorded an enthusiastic welcome by the 
camp residents, who thronged the streets to greet him. 

Prince Hassan. who loured pans of the comp, visited one 
of the homes to drink coffee and listen to residents' requests 
and the status of their living conditions. 

The visit comes a few days before the start of a confer¬ 
ence in Amman for the donor nations which finance the 
operations of the United Nations Relief and Works Aeertcy 
(UNRWA). " 3 

The conference, which is held today. Thursday. 28 May. 
will emphasis the need for ihe agency to pursue its services 
until a final and just solution for the refugees' problems has 
been found. ■ 
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inventors need 
just an extra little push 
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By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

THE DEVELOPMENT of any 
country is measured by the 
standard of technology and 
scientific progress. This is why 
the focus over the last few yeare 
has been concentrated on 
enhancing scientific research 
and giving priority for national 
support to build a wide base for 
the sciences and technology. 

As many suggest in the first 
decade of the next millennium 
the majority of Jordan's 
population will he between the 
ages of 25 and 27. And 
therefore one essential question 
is posed: Are wc sufficiently 
preparing them to take 
advantage of the technological 
potential that will become 
increasingly io them available. 

There are many in the 
Kingdom with innovative ideas 
and discoveries'—lei's cali them 
inventors—who arc finding i; 
difficult to gel xhe supper: they 
need to continue their work 
Some uf ihe.se researchers have 
had io slow down, nr sometimes 
temporarily cease conducting 
further tests related to 
improvements within their 
respective fields. This is 
because of shortage-, in financial 
resources ■ and the necessary 
equipment and facilities. 

While some inventors are 
involved in complex 
technological developments and 
extraordinary creative 

enterprises that need 
development, arui marketing, 
not all ideas that need a helpful 
push arc completely new and 
innovative: some involve 

relatively simple concept-, that 
just need improvement 

Either way. those with new 
ideas and innovations in 
technical fields often have a 
long journey before ihcir 
dreams and ambitions are 
realized. 

Omar Nosvir Tahat. from the 
Notional Resources Authority, 
discovered on alloy that consists 
of aluminium and manuoncsc. 

"My invention was registered 
at the Ministry of Industry end 
Trade in 1993. The potential of 
using alloy for industrial 
purposes is numerous." he says. 

The costs of the materia! is 
cheap, os manganese exists 
naturally as a raw material in 
large quantities end its 
extraction Is relatively 
inexpensive. 

“The alloy can be used as an 
added material in the production 
of aluminium and manganese 


lor casting a wrought (less than 
30 percent) Manganese." H cm 
also he utilized as an added 
material in producing 
uiuminium-hron/c alloys that 
contain between I percent and 
1 5 percent manganese or 
higher (up to 15 percent)." 
Tahat continues. 

Among nthcr utilizations of 
the alloy are the removal of 
oxygen from molten steel in all 
its different types as well as 
removing the oxygen from 
molten cooper and its alloys 

Tahat says that he worked on 
developing and refining the 
alloy for three years, and'that it 
took only six months to 
complete (he official 
registration of his discovery. He 
appreciated the cooperation he 
received from the Royal 
Scientific Society, which helped 
him in analyzing a sample of 
the alloy at its microscopic 
electronic analysis facility. 

He also received assistance 
imm the Science and 
Technology Club, the National 
Resources Authority and 
proles-orv from viuious 
departments in the University of 
Jordan. 

Yet for all the aid he has 
received. Tahat still faces two 
inns! difficult problems. The 
first—tine all-tno-common to 
inventors in many developing 
countries—is the lack of 
intellectual property rights, 
which would protect his 
discovery from those wlm 
would attempt to illegally 
"borrow" it. 

. The other is the marketing 
problem. "I looked iruo 
promoting my invention 
internationally, hut the cost 
would be about 530.00$). which 
of course is out of my reach." 
he says. 

Despite the many letters ot 
recnmmendaliun I rum 

ministries and other parties 
concerned with enhancing 
scientific research. Tahat has 
been unable to market his 
discovery. and. in addition has 
found it difficult io further 
dexe'iip ideas he has for the 

cvtndinn and treatment of raw 
mi rural resources. He even 
seems reluctant to speak about 
these, pointing rail that the 
media don’t give these issues 
the careful auenrion they 
dever-e. "Media make people 
well-known." he notes, adding 
that it was time they focused on 
Jordanian innovators .tnd their 
inventions in an effort to make 
their skills and achievements 
hater known, as well as to give 
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(From left) Abu Abed, Taluxt and Al Adayleh 


hops' and encouragement- to 
future generatinas of local 
inventors. 

Another 'man full of ideas' is 
Yazid Al .Adayleh. a student at 
Saeed Bin. Ai Musuvuh school, 
scientific branch. 

He has crane up with a new 
applicaiion for the 
photocell—as. the crucial 
dement of a system designed to 
help conserve water. “It is 
called ’the electronic wash 
basin', and it is intended to limit 
household water coasuinplion." 
mvs Adayleh. When, the 
housewife puts hcT hands inside 
the basin, they intemipt a light 
source (rained on the cell, 
which then activates a switch 
that turns tm a water pump to let 
water How. he explains. 

"This basin doesn't need 
bops, it can he easily connected 
to the water lank, and it is also 
very cheap—only about JDI4. 
w hereas the imported version of . 
a similar device is sold for 
anHind JD 4tX>. 

Wlua i-. interesting in Al 
Adaylah's invention Fs that it 
hiyan ;tx a challenge from his 
physics teacher, who bet the 
student that he eniild not 
tircUi/e and apply his idea 
■ww-cev-luily. 

The teacher lost the bet. 

In addirirm. this briltiam 
student has developed a device 
that helps to determine whether 
a bank n»He is real or 
ctsmierleii. 

The device is currently being 
examined for possible 
applicatiiKis al (he Anti-. 
Corruption Directorate. 

Another student who has also" 
crane up with creative ideas is 
AixJallnh Farced Ahu Abed. 


from Abu Hurairah Secondary 
School, scientific branch. 

He has developed an 
instrument that can measure the 

- level of liquid in tanks on pools. 
"It's a very simple device (hat is 
linked with the water tank on 
the roof of a house with cables. 
H is equipped with a series of 
lights that indicate the level Df 
water in the tank without having 
to go up to the roof and look." 
Abu Abed says. 

The energy used in going up 
and down the stairs to check the 
water level isn't the only tWng 
you save—the device is 
inexpensive; costing less than 
JD 1.5- Two bakeries are 
enough to provide the power to 
run Ihe instrument for upwards 
oflOyears. 

- In addition, the student ha* 
developed a monitor that can 
tell you when to add water in 

the process of mixing cement '' 

Again, equipped with lights, 
this simple device can help 
contractors determine whether 
their cement is properly. made. 
or not. Its cost is no more than 
JD 2.5. Fra- his. water , tardc- 
device, Abu Abed was awarded 
by the Science and Technology 
Club and die invention. was 
applauded by the Ministry -of 
Education. . 

; In light of these examples, 
thou ore, heedless to say. 
countless brilliant and creative 
students and inventors whose 
ciTorts should be far - better 
known, and who also.deserve j 
appropriate financial backing as 
well us production anti 
marketing help in order.-, to. 
effectively realize them.ideas,, 
which would ultimately be to 
the benefit of all® /. -. 
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Demand for OPEC ‘crude’ at low ebb 

Politics, oil, cash flow 
and the need to diversify 



Restoring public confidence 

THE SUCCESSFUL security raid, supervised by HRH Prince Abdallah, in Se-. 
hab this week, which resulted in the capture of the killers who were behind a se¬ 
ries of gruesome murders that appalled Jordanians, deserves our praise. The in¬ 
telligence gathering operation and the professional investigative work carried 
out by the authorities has brought to an end one of the bloodiest episodes in the 
country’s criminal annals. Jordanians can now rest assured that those who at¬ 
tempted to tamper with the country’s security and the well-being of citizens are 
either dead or behind bars. The operation has restored confidence in the King¬ 
dom’s public security apparatus and its ability to confront crimes that are alien 
to our culture and to the nature of Jordanians. We have always expressed’pride 
in our country as being an oasis of stability and security. In fact, in a region af¬ 
flicted by political, social and economic set-backs, Jordan has always distin¬ 
guished itself as being a haven for law-abiding citizens and visitors. 

The recent murders were definitely an aberration; an exception to the rule. It 
is important that all details behind the cowardly murders, which claimed a num¬ 
ber of innocent victims, be made public. Those responsible must face a just 
punishment under the law so that this case can be closed and its painful memo¬ 
ry put to rest. By solving the case quickly, the authorities have boosted public 
morale and given Jordanians the opportunity to move beyond the anxiety and 
confusion that swept through the country over the past few weeks. But the au¬ 
thorities should also study the reasons and motives behind the recent rise in 
crime rates. While we have absolute confidence in the ability of Public Security 
organs to maintain law and order, experts must look into the causes behind the 
rise in the number of violent crimes in the country. 

Jordan is a country of young people, the majority of whom are hardworking, 
educated and responsible. But the effects of poverty, unemployment, and drug 
abuse, along with other problems, must be studied objectively in order to reach 
scientific conclusions about their causes and come out with workable options 
and solutions. In fact, Jordan’s youth hold the nation's promise for a better to¬ 
morrow and as such deserve the best possible attention from the authorities. 
Our deputies are also asked to keep Jordan's young in their minds as they de¬ 
bate legislation, such as fire-arm control, and development projects. The same 
goes for public and private companies and institutions which have a responsi¬ 
bility towards society. ’ 

This is indeed a challenge for the authorities and for the whole society, but it 
is one worth taking if we are to protect our country and youth from the perils of- 
crime and social disorders.* 


By Christian Dourait 

CURRENT OIL prices in real 
economic terms are lower than 
they have ever hcen 1 during this 
century. The prices began io 
tali utter OPEC's ministerial 
conference in Jakarta in line 
November 1997 raised the 
combined production ceiling 
from 25 million barrels-per day 
(Wd) to 27.5 million bfd. The 
decision was imposed by Saudi 
Arabia, which complained that 
OPEC members who were 
cheating on their quotas would 
no longer henefil from the rise 
in world demand in recent 
years. The Saudis miscalculat¬ 
ed. The Asian economic crisis, 
which no one had expected, 
caused Asian demand for oil to 
fail. The winter in the northern 
hemisphere, meanwhile. - was- - 
unusually mild . and western 
markets could not absorb sur- : 
plus oil. The rise in Iraqi oil ex¬ 
ports added pressure to oil pric¬ 
es and caused Middle East sour 
crudes (oil with high sulphur 
content) to fall below $ 11 a 
barrel, (n the second half of 
March -prices-were drifling low- 
I cr and Gulf expens JcuroUhaL.. 
sour crudes could drop below 
SS a barrel. 

The over-riding message of 
what is happening to oil prices 
today is that it cun help coun¬ 
tries in recession. Cheap oil to¬ 
day is lowering the paiiTin Asia 
and helping die OECD coun¬ 
tries, to fund the Asian meas¬ 
ures towards economic recov¬ 
ery. Cheap oil will help prevent 
or delay recession in the An¬ 
glo-Saxon economics. The 
message is also that world de¬ 
mand” for oil will rise faster 
than cxpccLcd after Asia's eco¬ 
nomic recovery. Only when 
Asian demand has risen lo ex¬ 
ceed Middle Eastern supply ca¬ 
pabilities will prices rise. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia ean ill 
afford sustained low oil prices. 
Both need in maximize their oil 
export revenues: Iran, because 
its economy is lacing problems, 
from a declining rial to infla¬ 
tion and low non-oil exports: 
and Saudi Arabia because its 
economy had just begun to rc- 
-cuvcr-in -1996 and-Jy97-lfc>m- 
ihc impact of bearing the larg- , 
esl share of the cost of the oper¬ 
ations of Desert Shield and. 
Desert Storm which led lo the 


expulsion oflraq from Kuwait! 

Both countries will have to 
face some harsh realities in the 
short term. Tehran now expects 
a 30 percent cut in revenues for 
the fiscal year which began on 
21 March 1998 based on a S12 
barrel. For their part. Saudi 
planners, who had started, to re¬ 
lax spending in the current bud¬ 
get after two successive years 
of ansterity will face similar 
-problems. It Jus been estimated 


the providers themselves were 
in poor financial shape or be¬ 
cause they were punished for 
sympathizing with Saddam 
Hussein during the Gulf crisis. 

One of the key challenges of 
globalization for the Middle 
East is to overcome this oil 
curse. It is in this context that 
the IMF and the World Bank 
have stepped up activities in 
the region in a hig way. They 
are providing several countries. 



thiit. if oil prices remain at 
around $14 a harrcl this year, 
the Saudi budget deficit could 
rc;ich $ ID.fi billion instead of 
the projected $4.H billion. 

Cheap oil. while good for the 
Asian recovery, is had for long- 
crude members in the short 
term. This problem is exacer¬ 
bated by'the fact that econo¬ 
mics of oil-rich countries in the 
Middle Etisl have become heav¬ 
ily dependent on crude exports, 
hence the "oil curse." Many 
Arab countries who had no .oil 
resources had become depen¬ 
dent on.aid provided by the oil 
producers. Economic repercus¬ 
sions caused by this curse have 
-been-felt- through the i990s. 
while the oil-rich group had 
their- reserve lurid* depleted 
during the Gulf crisis! The oil- 
poor group got no aid because 


including OPEC members like 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, with 
guidance aimed at making the 
structural adjustments required 
to get their economies diversi¬ 
fied and less vulnerable to oil 
price fluctualionsThe difficul¬ 
ty is that even limited reforms 
are painful for peopje on the 
Arab side of the Guff who have 
known no ausierity. having civ 
joyed decades of high spend¬ 
ing. But the pressure is becom¬ 
ing stronger, both from the 
IMF and the World Bank as 
well as the realities imposed by 
the global market. 

As the economic difficulties 
have increased. Islamic orient¬ 
ed groups opposed to the exist¬ 
ing regimes have^appeared in 
uie Arab world;-The'degree of 
opposition can vary from the 
extreme brutality that recently 


surprised Egypt and which con¬ 
tinues in Algeria, to the more 
subtle and invisible opposition 
activity in Saudi Arabia. But in 
either case, they form a kind of 
pressure which the regimes 
cannot overlook. These groups 
themselves seem globalized, 
with complex international 
communications networks. 

Political, systems in the re¬ 
gion remain slow to match the 
rapid pace of globalization:-Sta¬ 
bility in Middle Eastern coun¬ 
tries usually depends on a sin- * 
gle figure rather than on 
regional economic determi¬ 
nants. This situation is not like-, 
ly to change in the foreseeable 
future. For the members of 
OPEC the critical question in 
the next decade will be the or¬ 
der of succession ' in Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia, and other Gulf 
states. But aside frpnvthis there 
is the ever present danger of a 
sudden coup. 

For Middle Eastern produc¬ 
ers. one of the new realities to 
be addressed in the coming 
decades is the emergence of 
new competitors from Central 
Asia in the global oil and gas 
trade. AH the”major energy con-, 
sumerc arc looking at the coun¬ 
tries in that region as future 
sources of oil and gas. with 
some of them being promoted 
as the “new Saudi Arabia” or 
the "next Kuwait.*' The crude- 
long OPEC members arc 
watching carefully as develop¬ 
ment projects in these countries 
are being signed and pipeline 
ventures ore proposed to export 
the oil and gas. (See the Strug¬ 
gle for the Caspian. Vic Srar 
23 April 1998).The level of ex¬ 
port* from the region in the fu¬ 
ture is hound to have an impact 
on the role OPEC can play on 
the global scene. But the main 
problem facing the Caspian Ba¬ 
sin is that there it.no. Efficient 
way to gel the oil and gas to 
consumer markets except 
through lengthy -. pipelines, 
which must transit one or more 
countries to get loan export ter¬ 
minal on the open- sea. There 
arc also some legal issues af¬ 
fecting the Caspian Sea that arc 
yet to he resolved. ■ • 
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Feels just like home 

To The Editor. 

I am writing to commend the entire Star staff 
for doing an outstanding job. tackling on a 
weekly basis domestic, national, and internation¬ 
al issues in the most eloquent fashion. In partic¬ 
ular, I would like to single out Ms Awadat. I en¬ 
joy so much reading her article every Thursday. 
It makes me feel like I am still living in Jordan 
despite the fact that I am thousands of miles 
away. 

Her coverage of diversilled domestic and so¬ 
cial issues represents an unprecedented phenom¬ 
enon. not found even in the two or three major 
daily Jordanian publications. Ms Awadat ought 
to be recognized for her distinguished and exem¬ 
plary articles. 

I do not know how many other reading fans 
Ms Awadat has! I am certainly one of them. I 
would not trade reading her weekly article for 
anything. And when I think that she is about to 
run out of interesting issues she comes up with 
yet another spectacular article, like the one cov¬ 
ering divorce and its causes in the May 15 issue. 

Hatem Abunimch 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 


Thanks for objectivity, research 

To The Editor. 

I would like to congratulate Ms Mango on her 
excellent article concerning young Jordanians' 
ideas about love before marriage! The article 
stands out because she was objective, yet let her 
subjects have free reign in expressing their true 
feelings. She has addressed an issue that is often 
avoided, and has clearly done much research on 
the topic. 

1 am a student of Arabic and French in Lon¬ 
don. and I spent four months in Jordan in the 
summer or 1996. Jordan is a wonderful country 
and I hope to return there soon! Living with a Jor¬ 
danian family helped me to understand the values 
which have helped shape Arab societies. 

I was surprised when I read what the young 
people had to say—and even more surprised to 
learn all were from different backgrounds! I 
knew that wealthier Jordanians had slightly 
more ''liberal" codes of behavior, but it seems 
that a great change is sweeping the entire social 
spectrum. 

Thank you again for publishing a very en-. 
lightening article. 

Greg Russell 

_ London, England 


Sanctions used ineffectively 

Clinton policy major reason 
for south Asian nuke race 


^Star 

L_ _f Jordan's political, economic 

sme ll s — * tel uioolriv 


If Jordan's poft ica l, economic 
and cultural weekly 

An independent political, economic and cultural weekly, published every Thursday in 
Amman by Media Services International (Info-Media}. 

Editorial & Advertising: Telephones 4652-380, 4645-380, Fax 4648-298, 

P.O. Box 9313, Postal Code /1191 Amman - Jordan, email: Star®arabia.com 
URL: http:llwww.star.arahia.com 

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 
Osama El’Sheri/ 

Managing Editor 
Dr Marwan Al Asmar 
Editorial Team 

Stephen Ellis (Editor), Rued Al Abed [Home News Editor), 
llliam Sadcq (Economic Editor). 

Yannick Laine (French Editor 1 . Zeid Nasser (Technology Editor), 
Management & Production 

Mahnnnul Fares (General Administration), Qurban Hussain (Production), 
AliNimer (Accountant). Zaki Qurban (Layout). 

Mahmoud Shawkat (Archive) 

The Star is .serviced by LA Times- Washington Post News Service, Carioonews International 
(Lurie cartoons), PANOS, The XVorldPaper, Editors Press Service, STILLS and by 
correspondents in the United States and South Asia. 

Member of The International Advertising Association 

Subscriptions: (annual) Jordan JD 20, Arab countries USS100, W, Europe USS150, 

USA £ Canada USS 200, 

hitters to the editor: Will be edited for brevity’, must contain name and address of sender. 


By Curt Weldon 

ESCALATING TENSIONS 
between India and Pakistan 
should come as no surprise to 
the Clinton administration. 
Since the president took office, 
there have been dozens of re¬ 
ported transfer* of sensitive 
military technology by Russia 
and China—in direct violation 
of numerous international arms 
control agreements—to a host 
of nations, including Pakistan 
and India. 

Yet rhe Clinton administra¬ 
tion has repeatedly chosen .to 
turn a blind eye to this prolife¬ 
ration of missile, chemical- 
hiological and nuclear tcchnol- 
-ogy. consistently refusing u» 
-impose sancLions_on__violaiors__ 
And in those handfuls of in¬ 
stance* where sanctions were 
imposed, they usually were ei¬ 
ther quickly waived by the ad¬ 
ministration nr allowed to ex¬ 
pire. Rather than condemn 
India for current tensions, the 
hlunic for the political powder 
keg that has emerged in Asia 
should be laid squarely at the 
feet of President Clinton. It is 
hi> administration's inaction 
and refusal to enforce arms 
control agreements that have al¬ 
lowed the fuse to grow so 
short. 

In November 1992. the Unit¬ 
ed States learned that China 
had transferred M-H missiles 
io Pakistan. The Bush adminis¬ 
tration imposed sanctions for 
this violation, but Clinton 
waived them a little more than 
14 months later. Clearly, the 
sanctions did not have the de¬ 
sired effect; Reports during the 
first half of 1995 indicated that 
M l 1 missiles, additional M-l I 
missile parts_as well as 5.000 
ring’magnets for Pakistani nu¬ 
clear enrichment ’programs 
were transferred front China. 
Despite these clear violations, 
no sanctions were imposed. 
And it gets worse. 

Not to he outdone hy its 
sworn luc. India aggressively 
pursued similar technologies 
and obtained them, illicitly, 
from Russia. From 1991 to 
1995. Russian entities trans¬ 
ferred cryogenic liquid oxygen- 
hydrogen rocket engines and 
technology to India. While 


sanctions were imposed by 
President Bush in May 1992. 
the Clinton administration al¬ 
lowed them to expire after only 
two years. And in June 1993. 
evidence surfaced that addition¬ 
al Russian enterprises were in¬ 
volved in missile technology 
transfers to India. The adminis¬ 
tration imposed sanctions . in 
June "1993. and then promptly 

.waived, them.— . 

Meanwhile. Pakistan contin¬ 
ued to aggressively pursue 
technology transfers from Chi¬ 
na. hi August 1996. the capa¬ 
bility to .manufacture M-11 
missile or missile components 
was transferred from China to 
Pakistan. No sanctions. In No¬ 
vember 199ft. a special iridus- 
_tnaIJ f urn;KC_aod.high=tcch di¬ 
agnostic equipment were 
transferred from China to an 
unprotected Pakistani nuclear 
facility. No sanctions. Also dur¬ 
ing 1996. the director of the 
CIA issued a report stating that 
Chinn had provided a “tremen¬ 
dous- variety" of technology 
and assistance for Pakistan's 
ballistic missile program and 
was the principal supplier of 


nuclear equipment for Paki¬ 
stan's program. Again, the- 
Clinton administration refused 
to impose sanctions. 

Finally, in recent months we 
have learned that China may 
have been 1 responsible for the 
transFer of technology for Paki¬ 
stan's Ghauri medium-range 
ballistic missile. Flight tesLed 
on April 6. 1998. the Ghauri 
missile has been widely blamed 
as the impetus for India's deci¬ 
sion to detonate five nuclear 
weapons in tests earlier this 
month. Again, no. sanctions 
were imposed on China. 

Retracing Lhc history of these 
instances of proliferation, it is 
obvious that Pakistan and India 
have been locked in an arms 
race since the beginning of the 
decade. And the race has heen 

S ven repeated jump-stiuts by 
hina and Russia, a clear viola¬ 
tion of a number of arms con¬ 
trol agreements. Yet rather than 
enforce these arms control 
agreements, the Clinton admin¬ 
istration has repeatedly ac-' 
quiesced, fearing that the impo¬ 
sition of sanctions could either 
strain relations with China and 


Russia or potentially hurt US 
commercial interests in those 
countries; 

Now the Clinton administra¬ 
tion has announced a get-tough 
policy, threatening to impose 
sanctions on India for testing its 
nuclear weapons. But what 
about Russia and China, the two 
nations that violated internation¬ 
al arms.agreements? Shouldn't 
they also be subjected US sane- : 
lions for their role in this crisis? 
Sadly, the Clinton administra¬ 
tion is likely to ignore the pra- 
liferators and impose sanctions 
.solely on India. In the mean¬ 
time. China and Russia will 
continue their proliferation of 
missile, and nuclear technology 
to-other nations. ■ 

- Representative Cun Weldon, 
a Republican from Pennsylva¬ 
nia, USA. is chairman of the 
US House of Representatives' 
National Security Committee's 
Military Research and Devel¬ 
opment. Subcommittee/. 

LA TZmes- Washington Post 
News Service 




Iranian 

prospects 

IT IS very. rntettSting lb: 
note the press reports about 
recent demonstrations in 
Tehran supporting * presi¬ 
dent Khatami and his poli¬ 
cies. os well as the emerg¬ 
ing nucleus .of a new 
political party under the 
leadership bribe Mayor of 
Tehran, who was arrested 
and released recently. . 

One is' rather ’.'dbS.fe-?: 
sped using tends lifce'£8£ 
estroiku. but it seems ihril 
Iran is on the move toward: 
changes that may raise an; 
eyebrow of more conserve- 
live element* in the upper.: 
echelons of the' Iranian': 
hierarchy. 

The cautious advent ot 
some sort of political plu¬ 
ralism secms imminent, tot 
again, it will have to he, for'. 
the time being, in the con-, 
text of the principles of 
Iran's Islamic Revolution. 
There is real popular, sup¬ 
port for some kind of polit¬ 
ical diversity. But there are 
also great suspicions 
emerging from the side of 
the "Pasdaran - —the revo¬ 
lutionary guards. 

The coovcrtfronal guard F- : 
arcs of the Republic of : 
Imam Khomeini arc :ro>w 
facing the unconventional 
guardians of the Republic 
of Imam Khatami. Up till 
now both sides have been 
very careful not to overstep . 
their .respective mandates 
and parameters, and ;trc 
likely to continue doing so 
till a proper modus viventlt 
emerges, with the. possibili¬ 
ty of real cooperation be¬ 
tween them. 

Of course, the grounds 
for change have already ! 
been laid, with the various 
overtures made by presi-. 
dent Khatami towards the. 
weft. in . particular the US. 
and the casing of some the 
social and; ptlHural laws 
governing the’ country. . I 

Though not in a paiticu- , 
larly direct manner, the 
west has shown willingness 
lb enter into dialogue with 
Iran, with lhc ukimatc aim 
pfciaMarifig dipkjriaEic re- < 
'iadbfts'bttweein Tehran and 
the Ekiir^con nines. The 
Americans for their. part ’ 
have-returned the favor by 
lifting punitive threats 
against companies invest¬ 
ing in Iranian oil. 

With such signals of in¬ 
direct support. President 
Khatami has actually 
strengthened his hand 
against the more skeptical 
anti-western' elements in 
Iran's governing body, and 
seems to he set on rejuve¬ 
nating the often haphazard 
dialogue with the westerh 
world. And his good will is. 
not limited to lhc 'west 
alone, but extends equally 
toward his neighbors in the 
Arab World. 

There are currently some 
attempts al building com¬ 
munication channels with: 
biiq. More distinctly, rela¬ 
tions with Saudi Arabia arc 
improving.. and with the 
United Arah Emirates there 
is'at least the goodwill!-to 
attempt lo negotiate a sola-. 
lion over the occupied is- • 
lands in the Gulf. 

Overall. Lhe picture .is 
optimistic. The new Iranian | 
approach to world and _rjS-jE 
gional relations is likely to.4 
alter" the haktnee 
west’s; -'dual contamtnenf. * 
policy^now in p lace agmn$t ‘ 
Iraq and Iran—a sfufbifef-; 
could very wclL he ; 
good. . 

. Still, much is yet tbVb&>* 
resolved, li is said! ith* 
devij is in the detaiL"*pa£L 
there' are many 
solve . before - muchVeart- 
changc with respect to-fftht- 
lions with the west. ’ ' ' 

Under the current. British.’ 
presidency of the EU the 
fact of Imam Khomeini’s 
falwa ,against Salman 
Rushdie remains a sticking 
point. It would be ironic if 
jt was Britain that takes.the. 
initiative tn building good' 
relations with Irani whSiS* 
lhe feuwa still • stands 
against one of its citizens. 
Perhaps some solution can. 
be. found. If the falwa can-. 
not be 'revoked, then per¬ 
haps the incentive to exe-; 
cute itcanbe eliminated. • 

' Other issues.'such!-as 
Iran's possible possession 
of weapons, of mass de¬ 
struction. alleged Iranian 
support for perceived ter¬ 
rorism. and Iran's objection 
to . the Middle East peace 
and the on-going. negotia¬ 
tions with Israel, remain to 

be solved.,-’ —••••.■ 

_ Stiir, the easing of rela¬ 
tions with Iran may at last 
bring, out these issues as 
sti bjects .for. constructive di- . 
afogtie. rather than remain-' | 
ing causes, of international 
tension, ■ I* 
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■ . Hoping tit 

.; neiworic to cov^Mmos.- 
of, the KingdfiD^0ieMor : % 
* aa . Mobile - Telephone 
&rvice (JMTS)' has 
signed a 526-4 million 
syndicated loan pact with - "■ 
a^poup of- Jordanian* 

: tanks- The pact i s fedby. 
the Housing Bank, wiih;. 

the participation of Jor- ' 
dan-Kuwait Bank,;Citi-.’: 
tank. Grindfeys. Export - 
and Finance Bank* , the’. 
Arab Banking Corpora¬ 
tion. (ABC), . ■ Jordan 
Investment - and Finance - 
Bonk, the Arab-Jordanian 
Investment. Batik, Phife- * 
delphia Bank. the.British; 

Bank and the Union Sav¬ 
ing and Investment Barifc 
)r is reported that the 
extended loan will, 
finance the-fourth phase 
of the expansion of the 
scale of ihobile teiephone. 
service, intended to cover •„ 
all pans of the-country 
The agreement is a fine 1 
example of the coopera¬ 
tion of'the private sector -■ 
in carrying out infrastruc- 
lure projects, in addition 
to reflecting the. role of 
the tanking sector in sup- 
porting and financing- 
developing enterprises in 
the Kingdom. So far. -< 
Fast link is the only cont-? 
pany authorized to 
ducc and expand mobile 
telephone service in - the “ 
Kingdom, and it has the 
reputation, of being effi¬ 
cient in executing large 
projects that require ■ 
extensive investment. ' 

■ Arab Pharmaceuticals- . 
Co recorded a net profit 
of JD 6.7 million 4n 
1997. generating a sharp • 
rise of 97.4%. compared 
with 1996. Its assets, 
which increased by 4.8% 
over 1996. were JO 44.63 
million at the end of .. 
1997. Revenues totalled 
JD 49,000, rising by 
58.9% and net sales 
reached JD 3041 mil-" 
lion, showing a leap of 
23.4% compared with ’ 
1996. The company $;•- 
stock market value,..wog. 

JD 37.44 million: by the*. 
end of 1997. against-JD- 
31.30 million at th^-eacLj, 
of 1996. 

■* - Zwatfftt. 

: (Holding) 
solidatedinfOveruihS; 
nearly JD 5.24 miUidri.v 
during 1997.. whiter ^ 

about JD.:I IL rajUjoq-alr:., 
the end of - hrtt y*ar^: 
marking a rise of, 
over ■ 1996. -The.^<»mo=^ 
pany’s shaFetoWers^A 
rights went up lgr/29.4 1 ^ f - 
to reach JD 57.9 milhotW 
Zara Investment iscur-^ 
rcnily busy ctrrfying ’out ^ 
touristic and- investmeary-; 
projects estimated at JD 
45.2 million. 

It succeeded-recently-4n-— 
raising its capital. from ■ 
JD 40 million to JD 50 a 
million. J 
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Gooife^ 

w>as;hdd in Anuniin 3 
;>*?. .''iateBhatrotai ■. Motor C 
3§®?v\,- -Exhibition -.Cfemte.-i, 
^&stWecn i9-22 of May. ‘ 

!>- /Turkish Days in Jordan” M 
consritut^l' one of Turkey's/-' 

' vehides for pT&rnotirig Tts trade ' * 
and industrics to rt^onal mar- 
;kets.. ypder.the' slogan “New 
Markets, New'Horizons,” tbe> 
expo , concentrated on inven- 
bvenessand innovation io dis¬ 
plays involving .a wide range of 
. Turkish'goods and services, 

Threerday event, orga- 
: nlzed-by Istanbul-based Ladin 
Exhjteitions-. and Congress Co 
-r-pmved .to be- a-great events It . 
iwt only' brought Turkish and 
Jordanianly . „ businessmen 
tpgether^it was also- a.valuable 
-opportunity for the. [Jordanian 
. T^bficr 1 to familiarize them- - * 
; »sy^>ith Turkish products.. . 
i- More than 10Q Turkish prod- , 
.ucs* from' over .90; .companies .. 
Were pa display. Anything aid 
everything was pm on show— 
from antommive products to 
indnspiaf machines, -construe-. 
-Iffon'material-nnd chemicals to 
conswrner goods, - textiles. • 
leather and:shoe Wear as well - 


as sewing cotton and various 
Turkish'culinary delights. Also 
present were 200 Jordanian rep¬ 
resentatives and .agents who 
sell Turkishproducts in Jordan. 

The- fair’s objectives, which 
.is given the direct support of 
The Turkish government, is to 
promote the export of Turkish 
products- to Jordan and the 
region, to create a platform 
that will enable Turkish bust- 


State-of-the-art firm 
‘drops the chute’ for 
cement production 
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'I^Op^ the.’ forergh side, the 
dnginai italmh'oompoay: Sys- 
fem jhdustr ia) Jpreqiixed (SIP) 
has been operatingin Inc Held 
6f .cement production for the 
IiBj; 3f ^tart.'Por the present 

artimgam$%Th^iaiq' -other. 

couSries-^5eOTisittered -OS' C* 6 
bsSe For die' ^partners hi p 
project. 

"After an e^enaye two- 
year study, the^talian inves¬ 
tors ’ were* convinced^* that a 
cement<factdry trf this country 
amid • /be successful/' said 
OmarFuthajlatuthe Jordanian 
partner of the project. /'■; 

The first pail of the project- 
has already cost.the partners 
JD 1.5 million. With 90 per¬ 
cent of the raw.mate rials com¬ 
ing from Jordan, . 

- “We wi U. provide the Jorda- 
ntan macket with a. competi- 
rive quality product, at a rea¬ 
sonable.price.” Fathallah sidd. 

“We already have many 
contracts with. Arab countries, 
dnd couW‘ even export R> 
America.”. the Jordanian 
. investor added. 

But beside^ investment, the 


^^m-mknlfah ^ : 

• iili 

’ Italian side- is doing their bit 
as well. 

• - About =20 kilograms of 
materials essential in preserv- 

• ing the - humidity of the 
cement in order to guarantee a 
good finish has been imported 

. from ltaly.TTiis is essential to 
upgrading quality. 

-. Colored ■ cement will be 
available .from the new com¬ 
pany, .for those who seek a, 
distinctive.’appearance. The 
product also has other uses; 
for example, as an adhesive 
for ceramic tiles. The cement 
also makes a good, mortar for 
.- plastering. 

“The investment attnos- 

• pbere is very encouraging. 
AH services' are available.” 
Fathallah says of the Zerqa 
Free Zone. He said thai both 

• the director of the Zone 
Abdallah .Madndha and the its 
employees have been very 
helpful in providing investors 
with top-of-the-line facilities. 

The company space is 
- located in' eight hectares of 
land, and will begin produc¬ 
tion at around 5000 packages 
of cement per day. To meet 
increased demand, it has been 
built. to accommodate work 
iuound the clock; . 

■ The Jordanian businessman 

• explained that the company 
will offer good job opportuni¬ 
ties for Jordanians and will 
help boost exports. Even 
some of the machines used in 

• the factory were made in Jor¬ 
dan. making it a further pro¬ 
motion of Jordanian industry. 


nessmen to meet with their Jor¬ 
danian partners and form busi¬ 
ness partnerships. With this in 
mind, there were also about 
150 Palestinian . businessmen 
from the Occupied Territories 
at the expo. 

"We • hope that Turkish 
Days in Jordan will open the 
doors to a long-lusting coopera¬ 
tion between Turkish and Jor¬ 
danian businessmen" declared 


Devrim Eml. president of 
Liidin. 

The range of products on 
display were impressively var¬ 
ied and demonstrated the tech¬ 
nical edge ni modem Turkey, 
not only in terms of produc¬ 
tion. hut also in its ability to 
market ils g<x>Js in its 
neighbors. 

The show had u dynamic 
atmosphere about ij. One Jor¬ 


danian businessmen visiting 
the show said that he had met a 
lot of Turkish entrepreneurs 
and that he was going to estab¬ 
lish joint ventures with one of 
them. 

The fair was also attended 
by professionals like civil engi¬ 
neers and acatfemics who 
learned about developments in 
the building and construction 
sector. According Miss Guise- 
vin Onur. chief executive of 
Scctron. an Istanbul based 
Export Promotion Center, "we 
are promoting everything 
Turkish, and surprisingly, engi¬ 
neers as well as businessmen 
come to us for consultations.” 

And already the venue is 
being given the ‘thumbs up’ by 
the many people who attended. 
Mohammad Lulfi. a hank man¬ 
ager in Bayader Wadi A1 Sir. 
said that the event provided 
customers with the chance to 
meet in person, manufacturers 
with whom they currently, or 
may eventually, conduct busi¬ 
ness. “This is valuable for 
both existing and new custom¬ 
ers.” he said. 

Above all. as Turkey and 
Jordan share a common his¬ 
tory. religion and culture, the 
exhibition created an opportu¬ 
nity to evaluate the two coun¬ 
tries* unique strategic positions 
in addition to strengthening the 
economic relationship between 
them. ■ 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson* Sunday, chaired a meeting in the Plan- 
'■ itiRg MirdSby regarding’ tvayi of-mcreasing'the competitiveness of Jordan's econ¬ 
omy. The Prince called for transcending the country's stable economy in order to 
' achieve one marked by permanent gro wdu J ' 'Prince Hassan reiterated hiir call for a 
dialogue between the private and public sectors , something that would make a quali¬ 
tative change in the people's standard of living. He added this requires an upgrade of 
Jordanian industries in line with international standards. He singled out pharmaceu- 
ticals and minerals in particular. 

Crackdown urged on 
money launderers using 
global financial system 


By Ian Hamilton Fazey 

AT LEAST $300 million in 
illegally earned money is laun¬ 
dered daily through the world's 
increasingly globalized finan¬ 
cial system, as dreg runners 
and other criminals convert 
their profits into usable funds, 
according to a report. 

Commissioned by the United 
Nations ' International Drag 
Control Program for a special 
session - of the UN general 
assembly on drugs ncxl month, 
the report says the interna¬ 
tional financial system has 
become “a money launticrer’s 
dream”, processing a large pari 
of the estimated $200 billion of 
drug . money laundered 
annually. 

The program will ask UN 
member states lo legislate hy 
2003 to counter money launder¬ 
ing more effectively. The main 
targets for improved control 
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will be financial havens, bank¬ 
ing secrecy and the transpa¬ 
rency of asset ownership and 
transactions. Law enforcers 
want to attack anonymous 
ownership of companies regis¬ 
tered in financial havens and 
offshore trusts, as well as to 
strengthen international co¬ 
operation to catch money 
launderers. 

Fewer than 3t| of the UN’s 
185 member countries are tak¬ 
ing measures to combat 
money laundering to comply 
with a 1988 international con¬ 
vention. This means that law 
enforcers recover only 
between $100 million and $500 
million in their best years. 

The biggest anti-money 
laundering operation in US 
history involving 12 Mexican 
banks arrested last week more 
than 100 bank officials and 
alleged drug traffickers, but 
will eventually recover only 
$157 million 

The volume of transactions 
carried out through electronic 
payment and clearing systems 
has made money laundering 
almost impossible to dcicct. 
More than $2,000 billion is 
moved each day in 465.000 
transactions hy the Clearing 
House for Interbank Payments 
Systems {Chips) and Fcdwire, 
the buer operated hy rhe US 
Federal Reserve. Another 
220.000 transfer messages. 


dollar value unknown, arc sent 
by the Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Telecom¬ 
munications (Swift). Money 
laundering is estimated to 
account for less than one-tenth 
of I percent of the transfers 
involved. 

Many offshore financial 
havens are criticized for mak¬ 
ing it too easy to set up "closet 
and computer” banks with full 
access to the international 
financial system. Supervision 
may then be poor, or personnel 
inadequately trained to do ii 
properly. 

The report lists 18 financial 
centres in the Caribbean or 
Central America. 16 in Europe 
including Switzerland, the 
ChanneflsJands, and the Isle of 
Man. 11 in the Asia-Pacific 
region, three in the Gulf and 
eastern Mediterranean and 
three in or off Africa. 

Exporting bulk cash, usually 
in $100 hills and sometimes 
under diplomatic cover, is the 
favoured method of reaching 
banks where no questions will 
be asked. Casinos in offshore 
centres are a favourite for con¬ 
verting funds: cash is 
exchanged for gambling chips, 
the laundcrcr plays Tor a while, 
then changes the chips back 
again.! 
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Six months to get house in order 

JORDANIAN PHARMACEUTICALS manufacturers 
have been given another six months to put their house in 
order and improve the quality of their products to com¬ 
ply with international standards and specifications. 

Local pharmaceutical companies have been facing dif¬ 
ficulties over the lust few months. They arc accused of 
not abiding by the requirements of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) or following the general principles 
of Intellectual Properly Rights. 

These constitute the reasons why the Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers nf America /PHRMA) has 
officially asked the US to put Jnrdan on “a priority 
watch list." 

Since the US decision to do so. local pharmaceutical 
manufacturers have been fearing the worst, alternately 
displaying resentment and bitterness at the US move, 
while at the same time believing that they arc in the right 
and that their products do conform to international 
standards. 

PHRMA has openly criticized Jordanian drug manu¬ 
facturers for cutting into its market share hy copying, 
without permission, some of its pharmaceutical formu¬ 
las. Losses to American companies arc estimated to he 
us high as $50 million annually. Bui this is disputed hy 
local producers, who stress that the sum is exaggerated. 

They also reject the idea that they arc violating intel¬ 
lectual property rights, and maintain that they arc operat¬ 
ing above hoards. Nevertheless, the recent American 
decision to provide them with six months to "readjust” 
their status has come as a welcome relief. 

It appears that local drug manufacturers arc conceding 
that they must “rehabilitate" and in so doing would boost 
the competitiveness of their industry. This issue 
becomes especially pertinent when it is realized that Jor¬ 
dan is due to join the WTO within the ncxl two years. 

Also, the rehabilitation is essential because of other 
global agreements. The EU-Jordan partnership agree¬ 
ment has given Jordanian manufacturers :i grace period 
of three years to adapt lo regulations stipulated in the 
pact. 

The .secretary general of the Jordan Union of Pharma¬ 
ceuticals Manufacturers. Maher Matalqa stressed the 
need lo be lair in the negotiations leading up in the WTO 
membership in order to avoid a serious loss of invest¬ 
ments in pharmaceuticals which could hit the $41 Kl mil¬ 
lion mark. 

He also emphasized that the volume of drugs which is 
subjected to letters of patent is no more than 25 percent 
of total medicines on sale in Jordan. 

But the manufacturers stress that they have the right to 
call for financial .support and other privileges in order in 
compensate the loss they are expected lo bear in the 
future. General director of the A1 Hikmu Pharmaceutical 
Co. Mnzen Darwazch. says that Egypt. Spain and Tuni¬ 
sia have been allowed helwcen five and 10 years to read¬ 
just lheir status. "All what wc arc asking for is lair treat¬ 
ment. and sufficient time—noi be less than fire years— 
to make the required adjustments.” 

Referring to the issue of letters of patent as they relate 
to drug manufacturing firms. Darwazch says that 90 per¬ 
cent of international pharmaceutical companies sell 
drugs subject to limited letters of patent, and that Jordan 
is not the sole country which follows such measures. He 
calls on the government to cooperate with local drug 
producers to avoid more crises that would only further 
threaten the industry’s future: 

Pharmaceuticals rank second among Jordanian 
exports, after minerals. They stand at about $130 million 
annually. ■ 


Caspian pipeline 
group awaits shake-up 


By Robert Corzine 

MANAGEMENT shake-up is 
expected over the next few 
weeks at the Caspian Pipe¬ 
line Consortium iCPC). the 
$2 billion project to build 
the first new oil export sys¬ 
tem from the Caspian Sea 
region since the hreak-up of 
the Soviet Union. 

The planned shake-up is 
part of a package of measures 
which shareholders have 
organized to pul the project 
back on track after manage¬ 
ment Iasi year failed to meet 
their targets, according to 
western executives close to 
the consortium. 

The project, funded by 10 
of the world's biggest inter¬ 
national oil companies, 
envisages a 1.500 kilometer 
pipeline to run from the Ten¬ 
giz oil field in western 
Kazakhstan to a dedicated 
export terminal near die Rus¬ 
sian Black Sen port of 
Novorossiysk. 

However, the project has 
been plagued by political and 
commercial disputes since ils 
inception in 1992. The 
progress of CPC has been 
watched closely by the 
world's oil industry, which 
sees it as u bellwether lor 
international co-operation in 
opening the vast oil resources 
of the Caspian to world 
markets. 

The top six jobs at CPC arc 
reserved for certain compa¬ 
nies within the consortium. 
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The general director is nomi¬ 
nated by Lukoil, the Russian 
oil company. 

Senior posts arc also 
reserved for other big share¬ 
holders. such as Chevron 
and Mobil of the US. which 
helwcen them own 70 per¬ 
cent of Tengiz und Rosneft. 
Russia’s largest remaining 
state-owned nil company. 

Shareholders arc thought 
to have been especially con¬ 
cerned about the failure of 
lop CPC executives to dele¬ 
gate authority: "All deci¬ 
sions were made hy one or 
two people." said an execu¬ 
tive with one western share¬ 
holder. "Even senior people 
couldn’t decide on their own 
to travel to Houston to talk 
directly with Fluor Daniel, 
the prime contractor." 

In addition to management 
changes, shareholders arc 
expected to set new perfor¬ 
mance targets for the CPC. 
They will also monitor more 
closely the progress of the 
consortium, especially as it 
draws closer to the 1 October 
target dale for awarding big 
contracts For long lead-time 
items, such us pipe. Execu¬ 
tives from Fluor Daniel are 
due to brief shareholders this 
week on u detailed contract¬ 
ing strategy. 

Those CPC shareholders 
who are also owners of Ten¬ 
giz are keen to see the pipe¬ 
line operational hy the end of 
2000. although they concede 
that such a timetable is ambi¬ 
tious. Earlier (his month 
CPC got an important regula¬ 
tory approval from Russian 
environmental authorities. 

The genera! route of the 
pipeline, which will pass 
through the Russian regions 
of Kalmykia. Astrakhan. 
Stavropol and Krasnodar, 
has been agreed, hut negotia¬ 
tions io acquire land and per¬ 
mission from affected indi¬ 
viduals and groups have yet 
to be finalized. Officials say 
ground must be broken early 
next year to complete the 
projccL by the end of 2000. H 
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Mandate empowers Khatami 
in efforts to transform Iran 


By Robin Wright 

TEHRAN. Iran—A year after his stun¬ 
ning upset election victory. President 
Mohammad Khatami has defied con¬ 
servative political sabotage at home 
and engaged long-standing rivals 
abroad to craft the'framework for a 
new era in Iran. 

Yet the process—and the battles that 
go with it—are far from over. 

“Iranian society is su'd in the midst 
of a deep historic transition. Many tra¬ 
ditional ways nf hchavior are drasti¬ 
cally being changed.” said Ibrahim 
Yazdi. a leading politician. "The prob¬ 
lem is that we have not yet developed 
acceptable formulas to replace the old 
ways." 

Other political confrontations, such 
:ln Lhe national scandal sparked by the 
arrest of Tehran's mayor last month, 
will almost certainly erupt during the 
reformist president's first four-year 
term, analysis here predict. And Kha¬ 
tami still does not have control over 
key levers of power, which limits the 
scope nf change possible. 

But the new president’s popular¬ 
ity—;ind his mandate—are even 
stronger today than when he over¬ 
whelmed the "clergy-endorsed favorite 
and two other candidates with 70 per¬ 
cent of the vote a year ago. 

In an unprecedented display of sup¬ 
port for any president since the revolu¬ 
tion. tens of thousands of Iranians 
paraded through Tehran on Saturday 
with banners declaring “Khatami, we 
iove you" and “We are ready to sacri¬ 
fice our life for you.” 

“Khatami has proven very skillful in 
going on the offensive. Any time he's 
been attacked, he's been able to push 
others hack." said Hadi Semati of the 
Research Institute for Mideast Studies 
in Tehran. 

As a result, new political discourse 
and greater public freedoms are finally 
allowing the Islamic Repubtic to focus 
on the hist hut most difficult issue of its 
revolution: how to modernize and insti¬ 
tutionalize (slam so that the emphasis 
is on political and economic empower¬ 
ment. not just ideology. 

Thai does not mean diminishing 
Islam. In the event of spiritual pro£ 
lems. the number for the Voice of the 
Holy Koran is still fisted among the 
emergency numbers—with police, fire 
and ambulance—in Iranian telephone 
books and newspapers. Legislation and 
school curricula still have to have an 
Islamic stamp of approval. 

The past year has. however, featured 
a new balance and less fanaticism. So 
white Iranian television, remains jedfci..- 
ously bland, a stage version of ‘Les 
Misernbles' in Persian just finished a «. 
sold-oul. six-month rim at the Bahman 
Cultural Center here. It was replaced 
by a Molierc farce. 

Tchranis actually defied the clergy 
this month during Ashura. which com¬ 
memorates the heroic martyrdom of 
the prophet Mohammed's grandson 
that triggered Islam's greatest schism 
and the birth of Shiite Islam 13 centu¬ 
ries ago. 

The faithful were told not to parade 
with I'eather-hedecked black mantles, 
or uUuh . because they resemble 
crosses, and not to play drums, since 
music is publicly banned during the 
mourning rile. But the drums and man¬ 



tles were out in force as dozens of 
noisy parades wound through down¬ 
town boulevards and neighborhood 
streets. 

Ashura this year had the joyous 
atmosphere of a street party as men. 
women and children turned out on the 
warm spring nights For public plays, 
parades, free food and candlelight 
processions. 

“This could never have happened 
before Khatami." an awed merchant 
said. 

Debates about religion, once the 
agent of conformity, now turn to talk 
of pluralism. In daring articles and 
speeches this spring, Iran’s leading 
philosopher has challenged a central 
concept expressed in daily Muslim 
prayer for 13 centuries, entreating God 
to lead believers to "the right path.” 

_"Many say the onjy. right pjithis 

Islam and the rest stray or are deviant, 
-i argue that there are many right 
paths." said Abdul Karim Soroush, 
who was squeezed out of several jobs 
by the previous government and also 
physically attacked by religious radi¬ 
cals. Now the crowds at his public lec¬ 
tures on Wednesday evenings spill into 
the streets. 

Soroush is one of a growing number 
of thinkers exploring the compatibility 
of (slam and democracy. 

The biggest single problem for Kha¬ 
tami is that these hold, new ideas from 
Iran"s budding civil society have 
spawned an equally bold backlash. 

At a meeting of military officers 
Thursday. Brig. Gen. Mohammad Alt 


Jafari warned that Iran's Revolutionary 
Guards “are ready to be sacrificed for 
Islam and the revolution." 

Whether the guards or any other 
force could really challenge the govern¬ 
ment is widely disputed—in part 
because most of the rank and file in all 
hranches of the military voted for Kha¬ 
tami. Iranian analysts say. 

The more practical day-to-day chal¬ 
lenge for Khatamr comes from conser¬ 
vatives who still have a hold on parlia¬ 
ment. the judiciary and internal 
security forces. Their patron is Ayatol¬ 
lah Ali Khamenei. Iran's supreme 
leader, who wields the ultimate veto. 

The conservatives lost a robnd on 
the arrest nf Tehran's reformist mayor. 
Gholamhossein Kurbaschi. a pivotal 
Khatami political ally, when public 
outcry and the threat of demonstrations 
IftiKhamenei to order his release. Kur- 
baschi lias "yet to face trial'.' liuf he is 
likely to either escape graft charges or . 
face minimal punishment. . 

"Differences among factions arc 
great, but they're ail interested in pre¬ 
venting developments that jeopardize 
the stability of the slate. In the end. 
they'll settle disputes to avoid anything 
loo risky," said a Western envoy. 

The case does not. however, repre¬ 
sent a pure victory for Khatami's sup¬ 
porters. Before the'arrest. Iran's politi¬ 
cos were engrossed in debate on four 
issues critical to political change: 

■ The power of lhe Council of 
Guardians, a religious oversight com¬ 
mittee, to disqualify candidates, such 
as a former Cabinet minister who had 


won 11 v oic.s of confidence. 

■ Judicial excesses, including the 
'arrest of several deputy mayors. 

'• ■ Police failure to rein in religious 
hooligans of Ansur-c Hezbollah, or 
Helpers of the Party of God. who regu¬ 
larly attack and- intimidate their 
enemies. . 

■ Media bias on Iranian television 
and radio, particularly during elections. 

Growing public pressures threatened 
to diminish conservative influence in 
all four areas.-But as Khatami's forces 
expended political clout on the mayoral 
. crisis, debate was shelved. 

Both insiders and envoys here claim 
that the rivafoy is part of whal has 
become an evolutionary rather than a 
revolutionary process. 

_ "This ix not a clash, just the expres¬ 
sion of different schixils of thought, 
and we're glad to see il happen." said 
Gholsim Re/.u Shirazian, a conservative 
member of parliament who attended 
Iowa Stale and Auburn universities. 

The one prohlcjn that could under¬ 
mine Khatami's mandate is the econ¬ 
omy. which he has conceded is “sick." 
The challenge plays out on three fronts. 

First is income. Because of plum¬ 
meting oil prices, hudget calculations 
based on $18 a barrel were down¬ 
graded to reflect a. price of $16.50 and 
then $ 12! Oil _• revenues—which 
account for 85 percent of Iran's hard- 
currency earnings and half of govern¬ 
ment revenues—will probably not 
exceed $10 billion this year. And the 
country has a foreign debt repayment 
of $5 billion due this year. 

Second is demographics-.. Khatami's 
biggest constituency was young petv 
pie. who account, lor more than half of 
Iran's 63 million people. Severe unem¬ 
ployment. somewhere between the 
official 11 percent and economists' 
estimates of up to 20 percent, looms'us 
unprecedented numbers of young peo¬ 
ple enter the labor market. 

Third is the cost of badly needed 
reforms. The changes on Khatami's 
agenda—privatization, more foreign 
investment, subsidy cuts and reducing 
reliance on petrochemicals—would 
have iin immediate impact on his con¬ 
stituency. which is must heavily depen¬ 
dent on food subsidies and government 
employment. 

Yet the average GNP growth rale 
has hovered near'4 percent for the lost 
few years. 

Ironically. Khatami's goal of mov¬ 
ing from revolution to reform received 
a major boost last week from the 
United Smtcs. when the Clinton admin- 
-istradwi beaded to ^waivc^saoajons.. 
against a European-Asian consortium 
■that’plans the- biggest- foreign invest-*| 
ment in Iran since the 1979 revolution. 

:t $2 billion deal to develop offshore 
gas fields. ■ 

The waiver is likely to encourage 
other foreign investors who had 
deferred similar decisions out of fear 
that they loo might face US sanctions, 
analysts here predict. And new capital 
could he the single, biggest boost in 
helping Khatami through both painful 
economic reforms and political change. 
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A Lebanese woman casts her vote last week. For the first time in 35 1 

holding municipal elections . Results at die initial stage of votmg show UurtHttoUah l 
and several members of opposition Christian parties are getting the majority of sup- -) 
port. 




Saudi official says no 
foreign party involved 
in Khobar blast 


By John Lancaster and 
John Daniszewski 

CAIRO. Egypt—For the first 
(irnc. a senior Saudi security 
official Friday publicly 
absolved Iran of involvement, 
in the June 1996 bombing of a 
US military housing complex 
that killed 19 American service 
personnel, blaming the attack 
on Saudi dissidents. 

Prince Nayef bin Abdul- 
Aziz. the Saudi interior minis¬ 
ter. told Kuwaiti newspaper a / 
Ra'i al \Aam in a recent inter¬ 
view that the bombing “took 
place at Saudi hands." adding. 
"No foreign party had any role 
in it." 

The statement, the first 
definitive Saudi finding in the 
nearly two-year investigation, 
seemed to rule out earlier hints 
that Iran or the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah movement based in 
Lebanon's Bckaa Valley had 
played a role in the worst-cvcx 
anti-US terrorist .attack in the 
Gulf. 

* .On.the evening of June 25- 
1996.-a truck polled up to a 
fence separating the Khobar 
Towers "housing complex from 
a public-parking lot. The driver 
jumped 'into an accomplice’s 
car, which sped away. Suspect¬ 
ing an attack. US military 
police on a nearby roof raised 
an alarm. But only a few of the 
service personnel could be 
evacuated before a mammoth 
truck bomb exploded, sheering 
off the front of the apartment 
tower closest to the explosion 
and sending deadly shards of 


glass flying through the entire 
camp. 

Besides the 19 killed, the 
blast injured 384 people. 

Nayer s statement contra¬ 
dicts long-standing suspicions 
in Washington that the attack 
was carried out by Shiite Mus¬ 
lim extremists with support 
from Iran's radical Islamic gov¬ 
ernment. Those suspicions had 
been fueled in part by the Saudi 
govern menu which initially 
blamed extremists within the 
Saudi Shiite Muslim 
community. 

Shiites constitute a minor¬ 
ity—with close Lies to religious 
leaders in Shifte-majority 
Iran—among Saudi Arabia’s 
12 million citizens, most of 
whom ore members of the main 
Sunni branch of Islam.. , 

Saudi dissident groups 
abroad have long predicted.that. 
the Saudi ruling family would 
tiy to pin the Khobar attack 
either on n foreign country or 
on Saudi Arabia’s Shiite htinor- * 
ity.- to avoid revealrag-ihe. 
extent of the opposition it faces 
ITbm' dfssidfelts within-.the 
country's Sunni majority. 

Prince Nayer? admission 
that only Saudis were involved 
in the blast also raises the ques¬ 
tion of whether Lhe attack was 
linked to a November 1995 
bombing in Riyahd of . a . US 
training facility for members of 
the Saudi national guard. Five 
US military personnel died in 
that bombing, and four Saudis, 
who confessed and said they 
were motivated by radical 
Islamic beliefs, were beheaded 
before they could be inter¬ 


viewed by US ulficials. 

But the Khobar Towcrvease 
remain? shrouded- in secrecy. 

In his interview. Nayef gave, ho <X.' 
indication whether the govern- " 
merit had arrested those respoft- - 
sible for the blast, or even if.be 
knows who they are. Several 
months ago. the Prince sug¬ 
gested publicly that the investi¬ 
gation was. nearly complete. 

But a deputy said in. a suite 
mem last month that all the 
details were not yet known. .*. 

’• ' Earlier in the investigation, 
there, were reports that a'prcvi- 
-ously unknown Shine opposi¬ 
tion group. Saudi . Hezbollah, 
had been implicated. Other sus¬ 
picions focused on an Iranian 
link, especially when a Saudi 
\ Shiite dissident. Hani Ahdcl 
Rahim Hussein Saycgh. was«jt . 
. apprehended, m. Canada last 
year and-.appeared ready to 
oioperatc with US authorities 
to avoid extradition to Saudi 
/Arabia, .. 

.. But when Saycgh reached 

"'ffi<ruffi«d r stareirhc dbrogaifid 

a plea-bargain deal with prose¬ 
cutors arid refused to cooper¬ 
ate. The. US case subsequently 
fell apart for lack of evidence 
and Saycgh was handed over to 
US immignitioji officials for 
deportation. 

Saudi authorities demand his 
extradition, but he remains in 
custody in the - United States, 
■awaiting a ruling on whether he 
is to be deported to Saudi Am- 1 g M 
bin or to another country. ■ ^ ' 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Pakistan caught between 


weakness, economic 



MUZAFFARABAD. Pakistan—Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif told the nation Sat¬ 
urday thru he would retaliate against any 
Indian aggression, capping two weeks of 
increasingly acrimonious relations between 
the two countries. 

Ai his first news conference since India 
tested live nuclear devices earlier this 
month. Sharif tried to respond to a scries 
of warnings by Indian officials over con¬ 
tested territory in the mountainous region 
of Kashmir. 

"Statements emanating from Indian 
Icudcr> virtually amount to nuclear black¬ 
mail." Sharif said in a statement broadcast 
around the country- "Any misadventure 
will he met with a resolute response.” 

Sharif made his remarks as shelling 
between (he two nations' armies escalated 
along their disputed northern border. "The 
artillery duels grew so intense Saturday 
night that the shell bursts could be seen 
and heard from lhis city, the capital of Pak¬ 
istani-held Kashmir. 35 miles from the 
Indian frontier. 

India and Pakistan have fought two wars 
over Kashmir in the past 50 years, and a 
guerrilla insurgency in the Indian- 
controlled portion of the region has killed 
more than 2(MKX) people in the past dec¬ 
ade. The two sides often exchange artillery 
fire, but people on both sides of the bonder 
are concerned that such skirmishes could 
now spark a war between nuclear-armed 
states. 

The Indian government provoked world¬ 
wide condemn at inn when it tested five 
nuclear devices, including 'a hydrogen 
bomb, at a desert laboratory earlier this 
month. India said it needed the tests to 
ensure its security in a dangerous region of 
the world. 

The United Slates iind Japan have each 
imposed limited economic sanctions on 
India. 

Sharif is under intense pressure at home 
to respond by testing a Pakistani nuclear 
weapon, but he is being urged by leaders 


across the globe not to do so. Some coun¬ 
tries. like the United Slates, have threat¬ 
ened economic sanctions that many 
experts say could wreck Pakistan's weak 
economy. 

As Pakistan struggles to decide whether 
to defy world opinion and respond to 
India's nuclear tests with tests of its own. 
the leadership here is grappling with two 
unsavory and politically dangerous 
choices: forgo testing and cope with 
India's nuclear threats and perceived 
blackmail, or explode a nuclear device and 
suffer economic sanctions that could force 
the country into default. 

Either course could prove politically 
lethal for Sharif. There is widespread 
demand in Pakistan—at the street level, in 
the newspapers and by opposition lead¬ 
ers—for the nation to lest its own weapon. 
Defying that popular sentiment would give 
the opposition, particularly former prime 
minister Benazir Bhutto, a powerful 
weapon against Sharif s government. 

At the same time, there is increasing 
fear that the economic sanctions that could 
follow testing would be devastating for this 
impoverished country of 135 million peo¬ 
ple. Numerous financial and other analysis 
said last week that sanctions likely would 
force Pakistan into default on its interna¬ 
tional debt payments, possibly triggering 
higher prices, currency devaluation and 
political unrest. 

Although foreign governments— 
particularly those of the United Stales and 
Japan, which imposed sanctions on India 
after its test two weeks ago—are consider¬ 
ing financial and military incentives to dis¬ 
suade Sharif s government from testing a 
nuclear device, it is unclear whether any 
package will he enough, particularly if jt 
appears to involve trading Pakistan's 
security for debt relief or other financial 
benefits. 

In the end. the only likely deterrent 
against a nuclear weapon is another 
nuclear weapon, “and the Indians are suck¬ 


ing us in." Foreign Minister Gohar Ayuh 
Khan said in an interview. Considered one 
of the leading pro-test hawks in Sharirs 
cabinet. Khan said the decision on testing 
is still being weighed. 

The possibility of not testing, "as remote 
as it seems, could he there if the West, par¬ 
ticularly Japan and the United States, can 
put together at very short notice a way to 
remove the disparity that exists between 
(India's and Pakistan's) conventional 
weaponry and to bring hack the strategic 
balance that existed between us.” perhaps 
through some sort of "umbrella" defense 
agreement. Khan said. 

The matter is urgent, he said, because 
the legislature reconvenes June 5. Sharif 
presents his budget about a week Inter, and 
“the prime minister has to go to the people 
and say: "We can live with this. Il meets 
our requirements'." 

Few Pakistanis have come nut publicly 
against testing, but as the crushing finan¬ 
cial cost of such a move heenmes dearer, 
many people, particularly husi ness people, 
are privately approaching Sharif—one of 
rhe country's leading businessmen—to 
warn that the impact could he severe. 
Financiers telegraphed their views Inst 
week at the Karachi Stock Exchange, 
where panic selling, much of it apparently 
hy foreigners, drove the market down 35(1 
points Friday to close ;tl 12(12. a 10-ycnr 
low. 

Potential sanctions threaten to blow a 
hole in the economy. Pakistan, one of lhe 
world's poorest countries, has an adjusted 
per capita income of about S2.1U0 per year 
and a literacy rale of 39 percent. About one 
in seven children dies before the age of 
five. 

By many of (he same standards. India is 
even poorer. But with an economy about 
five times as big as Pakistan's and a his¬ 
tory of self-sufficiency, it can much more 
easily withstand a cutoff or US aid. a ban 
on American bunk loans to its government 
and u potential ban on World Bank, Imer- 



Pakistani PM Nawaz Sharif 

national Monetary Fund and Asian Devel¬ 
opment Bank assistance—all of which are 
required under the US Nuclear Prolifera¬ 
tion Prevention Act passed in 1994. 

Pakistan, historically, has been more 
integrated with world markets. While India 
has uhout $43 billion in debt and S2S bil¬ 
lion in foreign exchange reserves. Pakistan 
is Middled wilh a £50 billion debt, a figure 
roughly equal to its gross domestic prod¬ 
uct. and it has just $1 billion in foreign 
reserves. Debt payments, some of which 
arc funded with international loons, cost 
$5.5 billion it year, or about 54 percent of 
Pakistan's annual $10.3 billion budget. The 
military eats 29 percent of the budget ($3 
billion). 

That leaves about $515. million for law 


enforcement, education, health care, hous¬ 
ing and all other community and social ser¬ 
vices. On the revenue side, only I in 100 
people here pays income taxes, and total 
tax revenues raise just $6.9 billion—only 
two-thirds of the hudget—showing the 
country's dependence on foreign assis¬ 
tance and loans. 

A cutoff of foreign aid could lead to a 
$4.2 billion shortfall by year's end with an 
inevitable default, a foreign ministry offi¬ 
cial said. The government has not released 
official figures about the impact of sanc¬ 
tions or explained the fallout and sacrifices 
that citizens might expect. A government 
spokesman said that any shortfall could be 
financed by rich Pakistanis who live over¬ 
seas and by wealthy Arab states. 

In an interview. Yusin Lakhani. presi¬ 
dent of the Karachi Slock Exchange, said 
he regrets that many people here believe an 
anti-bomb stance is unpatriotic, thus .sti¬ 
fling debate, 

"Pakistan's economy is too fragile to 
take a blow from nuclear tests." Lakhani 
said. "An actual occurrence of tests would 
wipe an the entire capital of the stock 
market." 

The delay in deciding whether to pro¬ 
ceed with tests also reflects deep anxiety 
about Pakistan's ability to put the final 
touches on a fool-proof nuclear bomb. An 
underground test that failed to match the 
success of India's would be psychologi¬ 
cally devastating for Pakistan and could 
put the country in a worse security 
dilemma than if it did not test at aJL 

Most of Pakistan's nuclear program was 
developed with Chinese materials and 
technical assistance, according to. (JS intel¬ 
ligence agencies. According to the coun¬ 
try’s former top military official, retired 
army chief of staff Mirza Aslam Beg, Paki¬ 
stan successfully completed a computer¬ 
ized “cold tea” of its nuclear bomb¬ 
making technology in the late 1980s. But 
Pakistan, needs China's help to rapidly 
complete a test bomb, free of glitches, that 


will be certain to explode, uccurding>o 
senior Pakistani official familiar with the 
nuclear program. Officials expects to 
receive the help, he said: even. if. they 
didri t, Pakistan could finish building and 
testing a nuclear device, though' ii. would 
take a bit longer. 

When Indian Home Minister. ilK- 
Advani warned- Pakistan last week^thatr it 
. hod to face the region's new strategtc-ijcai- 
jty. many here saw « as intolerable.nuclear 
blackmail that required Pakistan to &efeeve 
nuclear parity for a secure future, c 
Pakistan was in the midst of 'pi^Hifea 
test explosion in December ,1.995^: ihe 
same time India was gearing up*ti£test.its 
nuclear capabilities^—when US intelligence 
analysts discovered the prcpartuioaa^Paki- 
stani officials said. US officials .confronted 
top Indian and Pakistani officials; with sat¬ 
ellite images confirming their plant awl 
brokered a deal for them lo halt.prepani- 
nons. Pakistani officials said. . ± 

Now. scientists arc working 
to prepare the Chagai Hills test sit-in the 
Baluchistan desert near the. hortfo". with 
Iran. ■ < y, 

. Had wc been allowed to complete all 
tfte technical preparations fin 1995 ). it 
would have saved a lot of time ahrf^ffort 
oeing consumed today" -j senior official 
said. •• • . 

_ J" facu whether Pakistan is ready 

1 nuclear deyiccror 

t. the delay suits other purposesyftiine 
Minister Sharif appears cool. dejitwpu: 
and statesmanlike by not instantly reSahig- 
. emotional demands for a 
intenm. Pakistan can install cqumfeto 

far S er or.data ar®tsi 

s,[ i/or later analysis. ■ -• • 

mrHl e ,. delay « also 1**™* Pakistan^^te>a 

S^ e ? m . p 5 c . pictt)re of how'iftefworW 
India s tests, and howd«kihe 
commitment is to economic sanction^! 
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fakes helm in reform effort 
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By JuanitaDarliiig ^ 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua— Struggling to regroup - 
ato twa resounding rejections by voters.that left: 
them .with shrinking influence inthe-countiythey 
onceyuled: the leftists of the SandtrustaNational-. 
Liberation Front this weekend clung; to their top .'’ 
leaders while hying to make their party less threat¬ 
ening to Nicaragua's emerging entreipnswire; 

During a two-day convention that'endedlate ; 
Saturday, delegates elected two former “cdmaA- 
dantes —Daniel Onega and Tomas Borgt—rto 
head a ! 5-member National Directorate Uial-also 
will include two buHnessmen.'. The resulting 
mixed' signals of.' continuity /.”•• •• ' 
and change, left questions • 
about whether die Sandinistfis; 
can reconstruct themselves 
■» into' a force that can win 
-^elections. 

Of all the leftist guerrillas 
who took to the mountains in 
die 1970!! and 80s to battle 
Central American dictators, 
only the Sandinistas actually 
enme to power. They ruled 
Nicaragua from 1979 to 1990, 
when voters turned Onega out 
of the presidency. He was 
defeated again in 1996. 

Now, like other Central 
American leftists, the Sandi- 
nistns ore struggling to change 
from a guerrilla movement, 
into :m effective political, 
puny. And they are finding 
(hut revolution may have been 
easier than reform. 

Their quandary, evident at 
the weekend convention, is 
£;ihc starkest example of a 
^problem being Jelt.in varying. Ortega . 
degrees by insurgents- .... 
turned- politicians throughout . 

ihe isthmus: The blood and sacrifices of the guer¬ 
rilla days are what unify their movements and 
give them legitimacy. But the old rebel command- 
era cannot marshal votes. 

“Times have changed." -said Vilma Nunez, a 
Sundlnista loyalist and human rights activist: “The 
wars of liberation had a cost, .and the people who 
made the revolution have to assume those costs " 

The former commanders were responsive for 
death and destruction, which ensures tint a signifi¬ 
cant number of voters will never support them, 
she said. 

In El Salvador, leadership of the ex-guerrillas 
of the Fanabundo Marti National liberatibpr Front 
or FMLN. has shifted from hard-line Communists 
to more conciliatory ex-fighters. Ctororitiy.only' 
^unc of the candidates for the party’s 'oonunation 
’' for president in next year’s election isa former, 
comandante. j ■ 

Several leading candidates ore not even party 
members: When some party loyalists raised objec¬ 
tions to the civilian caw^stes, 

• -.tii.Mi 
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full-page DeW^japer .ndveTtiseriients questioning 
why fermer comandantes should continue to rep* 
resent a pqtce-tithe political party. 

- The argument for looking -outside- the former 
guecrilla t^cs for candidates is-bolstered by elet- 
- tira results. Th last year’s mayoral races, the 
. FMLN./formed .coalitions with sympathetic 
/'smaller-parties .id elect noncombatants, such as 
Heaor Silva,now mayor of San Salvador, the Sal- 
' • vadorarec^jted:;' v : v. 

fn Nicaragua,- the Sandinistas have incorporated 

iiUQtheir ranfcsa few businesspeople and former 
’.- Ccmtras^rdjels against their own regime in Ihe 
. 1980s. Bui, the top party positions and nomina- 
.. " tions have.been confined to 

tire same small group that ted 
the fighting 

Even as the 52-year-old 
Ortega was once again re¬ 
elected secretaiy-generai of 
the Sandinistas. a position- he 
has held continuously since 
1980. he held out hope that 
the party might open up. 
“We don't want to insist on a 
precondition ihe candidates 
must come from the (pony) 
.ranks," be said. 

But that was too little for 
reform-minded Sandinistas. 

- ‘This is a betrayal/* said 
Nunez, who decided not to 
attend the convention when 
.the forty leadership opted to 
let Qnegzfrun unopposed for 
re-election: *‘We needed real 
change at this convention." 

A reformist challenged the 
67-year-old Borge for the 

assistant secretary-general 

post but lost. 224-199.. 

The decision not to chal¬ 
lenge Ortega is at the heart of 
the party's dilemma, said 
political analyst Luis Sanchez. . ■ 

'The Sandinistas are like a crumbling house 
• that is held up by one rotting pillar, which is Dan¬ 
iel Ortega.’’ he said.. "With Ortega, nothing 
changes, but without him. it alt falls down." 

As-president. Ortega led this country through 
socialist economic reforms,, a civil war with 
American-backed rebels and. a US boycott. 
Together, they left Nicaragua the. second-poorest 
t iqti on in the Americas after Haiti. .. 

At the same timt critics have accused Onega 
and die Sandinista. leadership of enriching them¬ 
selves by taking control of expropriated properties 
and businesses. . 

; . Eight years of free-market reforms by suhse- 
. quent administrations have, done little to alleviate 
an unemployment rate esti mated at 60 percent that 
-‘has left more than 80 percent of the population liv¬ 
ing below the poverty. lineJI 

LA. Times-Washington Post 
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Northern Ireland set 
to pick assembly 


BELFAST. Northern Ireland— 
As- the headline writers hauled 
out their biggest’ fonts to report 
the result "of this weekend's 
historic referendum. Northern 
Ireland’s politicians went back 
to work Sunday to prepare for 
the next major step in the peace 
process—another crucial vote, 
just a month away. 

In : a referendum that 
prompted the largest voter turn¬ 
out ever. here. 71.1 percent 
gave, their approval to the 
agreement reached April 10 
after two -years of mulli-pany 
negotiations. The size of the 
■yes" vote suggests that the 
plan won majority support 
across the community—from 
Protestants as well as Catho¬ 
lics, from staunch pro-Britain 
voters as well as those who 
want the province to break its 
tics with London and merge 
with, the Republic of Ireland to 
the south. 

Voters in the Republic 
hackcd the plan by an even 
stronger margin, with 94 per¬ 
cent " supporting changes in 
their country's constitution Unit 
will he necessary for the plan 
to be implemented. 

The gun. the bomb, and even 
the ground-to-ground missile 
have been central tools of u bit¬ 
ter political dispute here as to 
whether Northern Ireland 
should remain in the United 
Kingdom or become p:tn of 
Ireland. Sectarian forces have 
been fighting for three decades, 
and more than 3.41X1 people 
have been killed—some in 
street warfare and some in ter¬ 
rorist bombings. Victims have 
ranged from the elderly to ele¬ 
mentary school students caught 
in cross-fire on a playground. 

The 6K-pnec agreement 
approved this weekend was 
worked out by. eight political 
parties and the governments of 
Britain and Ire Fund in months 
or talks chaired by tut Ameri¬ 
can. former Senate majority 
leader George Mitchell. 

The deal calls for Northern 
Ireland to retain its political 
allegiance to Britain. But it 
creates new political media- 



fierce i‘n _ 
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nisms under which the people 
of this province could choose, 
by majority vote, to break with 
London and merge with the 
Republic of Ireland. It includes 
a somewhat vague plan for dis¬ 
arming the various paramilitary 
groups within two years and 
promises the eventual release 
of hundreds of sectarian fight¬ 
ers lucked up in Irish or British 
prisons. 

Northern Ireland is a world 
of rolling green hills, surround¬ 
ing valleys that arc even 
greener ;uid dappled, these late 
spring days, with purple 
spkLshes of blooming lilac. It is 
primarily agrieultur.il country, 
except lor some new high-Lcch 
plants in Londonderry and the 
old factories and shipyards of 
Belfast, where in fact the 
Titanic was built. 

Over the past decade or so. a 
new generation of residents— 
tired ‘of living in a society 
where schools, parks and even 
churches must he protected by 
harhed wire and concrete 
walls—began to demand new 


rules that would govern their 
occupation of this otherwise 
pastoral setting. 

The old political parties, 
which focused on angry memo¬ 
ries and the settling of old 
scores, gave way to new politi¬ 
cal leadership, in both the 
nationalist and unionist com¬ 
munities. that looked to the 
future and constantly invoked 
the word "peace." 

This weekend's election 
results suggest that these 
peace-oriental parties are now- 
in the strongest position for the 
next step in Northern Ireland's 
transition: the election to be 
held June 25 for a new North¬ 
ern Ireland Assembly. This is a 
new governing body created by 
the agreement. U will give the 
province a considerable degree 
of local autonomy even as it 
retains its political lies to 
Britain. 

If parties that oppose ihe 
agreement win a significant 
number of places in the 108- 
seat assembly, they could 
Nock progress on other aspects 


of the plan. 

But the voting on this week¬ 
end's referendum suggests that 
people here arc ready to move 
ahead with the agreement. “In 
many ways, perhaps, the peo¬ 
ple arc ahead of some of the 
politicians." said Gerry Adams, 
president of Sinn Fein, the 
political arm of the Irish 
Republican Army, one of the 
oldest Northern Ireland terror¬ 
ist groups. 

The yes vote in the referen¬ 
dum clears the way lor the 
June election for the Assembly, 
from which a multi-party exec¬ 
utive is to be selected on the 
basis tif a proportional vote. 

“This agreement is sup¬ 
ported across the whole com¬ 
munity with a majority in both 
camps." said Marjorie “Mo" 
Mowlam, the British Cabinet 
secretary in charge of Northern 
Ireland. "The builders of the 
future can now come together 
to make the agreement work." 

But Protestant opponents of 
the aercement who fear it will 
lead to a united Ireland refused 


to acknowledge defeat. Opposi¬ 
tion firebrand Reverend Ian 
Paisley insisted that the 28.8 
percent no vote was all Protes¬ 
tant and translated into a 56.6 
percent majority of unionist 
voters against the accord. 

Regardless of the count, the 
unrepentant Paisley demon¬ 
strated that his rcjcciionisi 
camp will not disappear quietly 
into the political sunset. He 
pledged to ran in the upcoming 
election with the aim of taking 
over the assembly. 

The accord has checks and 
balances that arc meant to 
maintain an equilibrium 
between Protestant and Cathtv- 
lic interests, but these sale- 
guards also could backfire il 
Paisley manages to get enough 
rejcctionisis elected to the 
assembly. 

In addition, there arc other 
potential stumbling blocks to 
the plan that do not depend on 
Paisley. 

Sinn Fein is sure to win 
enough votes to have at lea**! 
one scat on the 12-mem her 
executive. Trimble and other 
moderate unionists say they do 
not want any Sinn Fein mem¬ 
ber in a Cabinet post unless the 
IRA has handed over iLs weap¬ 
ons. but Sinn Fein leaders say 
thev are an unarmed political 
party and that the agreement 
requires them only to use their 
influence to get paramilitary 
organizations to give up their 
guns. 

“What they're asking for is 
surrender." said Martin 
McGuinncss. Sinn Fein's chief 
negotiator. "What they're ask¬ 
ing lor is a military victory, 
and those aren't on offer." 

A resumption of political 
violence also could threaten the 
agreement. The IRA and major 
Protestant paramilitary groups 
are honoring a ccasc-firc. hut 
there arc republican splinter 
groups that reject the accord as 
a sellout to British rale. ■ 

/A Tunes -Washington Fast 
News Service 
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Suharto resignation ushers 


in new era for Indonesia 



JAKARTA. Indonesia— •; 
Government - troops removed 
several thousand university stu¬ 
dents from the notional parlia¬ 
ment grounds here early Satur¬ 
day. peacefully ending a five- 
day protest that led to the resig¬ 
nation of long-time ruler Presi¬ 
dent Suharto. 

Only a handful of students 
resisted. Mosi mounted a fleet 
of waiting buses singing. Oth¬ 
ers walked to the nearby 
campus. 

As the students left, dtsplay- 
^ ing flags and political banners, 
i «hc closing ranks of troops low- 
' cn ?d their weapons, smiled and 
waved as several dozen foreign 
television camera crews filmed 
the scene. It was clear that the 
troops had been trained rot 
only to handle the students but 
also the hordes ' of foreign 
reporters. 


•These students are our fam¬ 
ily, our brothers wd .sisters", 
one soldier shouted in Engtisb. 

, Earlier in the day. -the parlia¬ 
ment had been the scene for 
several emotional clashes and 
fights between rival factions of 
students. ■ • j" . - 

After a remarkable 10 days 
of tension, marked by violence 
and the fall of Asia’s longest 
ruling leader, mosLof the Indo¬ 
nesian capital" edged slowly 
toward normalcy. 

For the first time since the 
political crisis began May 13 
with the shooting deaths of six 
university students in Jakarta. 
- commerce resumed. Chaotic 
traffic once again clogged the 
streets.. Mosques overflowed 
with Mnslims : . •' artending 
prayers. * 

Yet even. with. Suharto gone 
from the political arena.. Indo¬ 


nesians often stilt do-not feel 
free to talk openly. Many ask 
that their names not be used 
when journalists engage them 
in casual conversation: Most do 
opt even want to be identified 
as working for a particular 
company. 

Part of the reason is that they 
are not sure new President BJ. 
Habibie will operate much dif¬ 
ferently than' 'Suharto did. 
although many seem willing to 
give him the benefit of the 
doubt, at least initially. And 
part iS: because, after three dec¬ 
ades of authoritarian rale and 
omnipresent undercover agents, 
people have heen drained of 
spontaneity and openness. 

But the overall political cli¬ 
mate was given a'boost Friday 
when'. President Habibie 
announced a new Cabinet- that 
was generally praised by resi¬ 


dent diplomats and economists. 
“Family, cronies and discred¬ 
ited elements arc all gone “ said 
a senior diplomat here. "The .. 
hew Cabinet looks pretty 
' good." 

In ‘ particular, ‘ economists 
praised the choices for the 
country's economic team, 
including the reappointment of 
Ginandjar Karlasasmita. the 
respected finance and industry 
chief. 

After the Cabinet announcc- 
mcnls. the Indonesian stuck 
market rose 5 percent and the 
national currency, the belea¬ 
guered rupiah. improved 
slightly. . . 

: But even as the capital ot the 
the world's fourth most popu¬ 
lous country paused to take a 
breath. Indonesia's still precari¬ 
ous condition became increas¬ 
ingly apparent.- According to 


Lurie’s NewsCartoon 
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sonic financial experts, when 
Suharto finally resigned Thurs¬ 
day after more than three dec¬ 
ades in power, this nation was 
only one week away from 
insolvency. 

“Basically there is no bank¬ 
ing system left." commented a 
foreign economist here. "The 
riots in Jakarta last week dis¬ 
rupted the food distribution sys¬ 
tem. Imports arc shrinking by 
the month. Exports arc having a 
difficult time because there is 
no financiilg for parts. The 
economy is on the verge of 
grinding to a complete hall." 

The ‘official exchange rate 
for the IIS dollar, for example, 
hovered at around M.IMX) Indo¬ 
nesian nipiah. Bui the "real 
exchange rate"—what those 
seeking dollars would have to 
pity—was jil most twice that 
amount, between 17.1XJ0 and 
:t).tm 

More than anything else, il 
wi\s clear that the collapsing 
economy was the main catalyst 
for Suharto's sudden exit from 
power. 

The ailing economy and 
demands from the country's 
students for reform essentially 
forced the political establish¬ 
ment created hy Suharto to turn 
on its master. Emerging as the 
key figure in the Suharto ouster 
is the country's taciturn mili¬ 
tary chief. General Wiramo. 

Diplomatic sources say that 
once Wiranio concluded thal 
Suharto needed to go. he 
arranged for a handful of older 
Suharto friends and advisers to 
visit the Indonesian leader and 
gently give him the had news. 

"General Winuito deserves a 
large degree of credit," said one 
European economic consultant 
here. "Because of him. this 
country can he proud that so far 
they have managed their politi¬ 
cal transition peacefully.'' 

In a hid to take advantage of 
the transition and the opportu¬ 
nities it presents for change. 
Habibie pledged Monday to lift 
restrictions on political parties 
and hold open elections as pan 
of a package of reform meas¬ 
ures that would liberalize life 
throughout the country and 
revive political activity thal has 


heen stifled here for more than 
four decades. 

Habibie said in an address 
before the first meeting of his 
new Cabinet that he recognizes 
the Indonesian people's “demo¬ 
cratic aspirations" and the lin¬ 
gering "questions about, the 
legality and validity of our cur¬ 
rent government." He promised 
to institute reforms that will not 
only open up Indonesia's poli¬ 
tics hut also end the "corrup¬ 
tion. collusion and nepotism" 
that characterized Suharto's 
rale. 

Bcynnd these comments. 
Habibie gave few details and 
no timetable for the reforms or 
the elections. But state secre¬ 
tary Akbar Tandjung told 
reporters that elections will be 
held once all the necessary 
laws arc in place. "If wc can 
make it in six months or earlier, 
that would be good." he said. 
“But it might also take unc 
year." 

Habibie's proposals coin¬ 
cided with a dizzying spate or 
other new initiatives and 
announcements which, taken 
together. underscore the 
remarkable transformation here 
in the days since Suharto 
bowed to u wave of popular 
protest and defections from his 
ruling clique and relinquished 
power to Habibie, his vice pres 
idem and longtime protege. 

In addition to the election 
pledge, the government also 
announced plans to make the 
judicial system more indepen' 
deni and to begin severing the 
government's close links with 
the businesses of Suharto's 
children and cronies. 

When Habibie took power 
last week, he faced widespread 
skepticism about his commit¬ 
ment to reform, and many here 
predicted his tenure would be 
short-lived. But he now seems 
intent on seizing the initiative 
on the reform issue and demon¬ 
strating to his critics that while 
he may he a product of 
Suharto's autocratic regime, he 
is willing to break with the past 
and usher in a more liberal, 
democratic future..* 

LA Times -Washington Post 
News Service 


By Christine Spolar 

BUDAPEST. Hungary- 
Burned pebbles of glass along 
Ruket Street, a side street in a 
working-class neighborhood 
here, are glinting reminders of 
fear and discontent in Hungary 
this election season. 

A car bomb this week, in a 
country bedeviled with crimi¬ 
nal blasts this spring, raised the 
heat on the ruling Socialisi-lcd 
govemmeni now in a "We 
didn't grow up in this kind of 
world." said Janos, a 50-ycar- 
old market owner, whose home 
trembled from the explosion 
thal engulfed three cars in the 
southern part of ihe capital. 

“This election might not 
change things dramatically, but 
wc have to‘make our points." 
Janos said. "The politicians 
better pay attention to what s 
happening to everyday life." 

Voters will return to the 
polls Sunday lor the third free 
election since the fall ol com¬ 
munism. Hungary may be over 
the toughest days of market 
reform/ but voters appear 
poised to register healthy cnm.- 
plaints about the downside of 
economic transition. 

Concerns about crime, cor¬ 
ruption and the struggle in 
make ends meet lop voters' 
interests, polls show. Several 
high-profile crimes since Janu¬ 
ary—Lhe murder of it promi¬ 
nent publisher gunned clown in 
broad daylighi and a round of 
bombings at nightclubs, cafes 
and the homes of lwo opposi¬ 
tion politicians—have 

increased jitters and resent¬ 
ments perceptibly. 

No one expects wide swings 
in policy after this exercise in 
democracy. Bui Hungarian pol¬ 
iticians arc likely to I'cel the 
sling of an electorate, less than 
a decade beyond communism, 
unsure of the future but confi¬ 
dent about shaking up political 
priorities in the 386-seat 
parliament. 

"It's disillusionment.'' said 
Agnes Kereii. a former accoun¬ 
tant who opened a flower shop 
in south Budapest four years 
ago. “Fewer and fewer people 
are buying flowers, and l sec 
more and more people rum¬ 
maging through thaL trash bin 
over there. 

“You hear the reports about 
scandals—and we're still strug¬ 
gling to get by.” 

Hungarians know that West- 
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cm analysis have praised ihe 
government's work, including 
a tough budget reform pro¬ 
gram. begun in 1995. that 
reined in galloping inflation 
and slimmed down social 
programs. 

Hungary, in lack has fared 
well among Eastern Europe s 
new democracies, attracting 
more than $16 billion in for¬ 
eign direct investment and last 
year registering 4 percent 
growth in its gross domestic 
product. 

Still, first-round balloting 
earlier this month showed vot¬ 
ers in this country of 11} million 
people were critical ol. and in 
some cases radicalized by. 
decisions of the ruling 
coalition. 

The Socialist Party, led hy 
Prime Minister Gyula Horn, 
received the most votes with 
32 percent. But support lor its 
coalition partner, the liberal 
Free Democrats. Icll sharply, 
attracting 8 percent of the vote 
compared with about 20 per¬ 
cent in 1994. 

The big winner was the Hun¬ 
garian Civic Party, a main¬ 
stream right-wing opposition 
group that jumped in popular¬ 
ity. receiving 28 percent ot the 
ha I lots. A ‘populist agrarian 
party, the Smallholders, also 
rose* in popularity since 1994. 
winning 14 percent of the vote. 

The‘most surprising shill 
was caused by voters who 
apparently were swayed hy the 
views of an extreme right-wing 
party. The Hungarian Justice 
and Life Party, often dismissed 
by the political elite for nnti- 
Scmilic and sinli-furcigner 
remarks, garnered 5 percent of 
the vote. 

Thai was enough lo enter 
parliament—and to rattle the 
political establishment, which 
quickly moved to reassure 
investors. Viktor Orhan. leader 
of the Hungarian Civic Party, 
even visited the Budapest slock 
exchange, which had fallen 
sharply”after the first round, lo 
discuss Hungary's market 
orientation. 

"There will be an economic 
policy change, but (the) finan¬ 
cial sector will not be the loser 
in ihoL" said Ortmn. a 35-ycar- 
old career politician who has 
emerged as a contender for 
prime minister..! 

I A Tunes -Washington Post 
News Service 
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KLM 
reception 
in Amman 
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Dutch airline KLM held a | 
reception in the Regency f 
Hotel last week for all the * 
travel and tourism opera¬ 
tors in the Kingdom. The 
event was held to enable 
tour agents to view the 
developments and services I 5 
offered by the airline. 


Walking through a world of magic 


Old era finds new form 


By Kofi Attah 

Spatial to The Star 


V iewing Lhe work of Sagida Al 
Mashacehki is like walking into a 
world of magic. The themes of her 
ceramic works ore packed with 
spirituality, emotions and nostalgia. 
Her world is a soothing place of dreams 
reflecting a . vanished paradise of her 
motherland Iraq. 

Using ceramics, the artist, who was educated 
at the' Baghdad Academy of Fine Arts, 
produces whimsically painted Arab bowls. 


vases and Islamic pottery. Many of her 38 
pieces on display on the ground floor of the 
Buran Gallery have designs scratched into the 
glaze. These include abstract animals and 
Arabic calligraphy. 

Her works twist on an age-old Arab-lraqi 
tradition. 

From a young age. Al Mashaeekhi has been 
intrigued by the tenacity of the many rich 
traditions and customs from her cultural pasr 
that continue to survive These very much 
serve as her hand tools and artistic craft. 

While there is an aura of sobriety about her 
works that reflect the tragedy of modern Iraq. 



her art very much dwells on the past. 

The first six pieces are about Arabic 
calligraphy and are painted in such a way os to 
bring out the prowess of this delicate from of 
art. The painter is meticulous, carefully 
inscribing verses of the Koran. 

But the richness and dexterity of the painter 
is soon discovered as she sharply deviates 
from calligraphic works to human faces. 

There is for instance the face of a woman in 
red. blue and green. The painting spells out 
the frustration and misery of women in 
society. 

In another painting, there is a face set in a 
red, blue background with the head serenely 
tilted. But just as there is this kind of sadness, 
there is also joy. as portrayed in other works. 
On one ceramic there is the cheerful face of a 
woman on a replica of an old Ottoman coin, 
which was the currency in circulation during 
the Ottoman period. 

But it is soon realized that the painting 
depicts the face of a woman who is about to 
get married. The painting sends a visual 
message that definitely creates drama rather 
than tells a story’- The artist confirms her view 
with the next painting, entitled "ltisalut" 
('‘communication"!. "Every artist has a 
message to put across.” she says. 

Besides this theme, overall, the exhibition 
depicts different situations in Arab society— 
especially Iraq. In another exhibit an Iraqi 
umbrella looms wondrously. The artist says 
that this may symbolize the power of Iraq to 
protect its citizens. 

AI Mashaechki. who has been exhibiting 
her works since 1985. is a very talented artist 
who is always experimenting with new colors. 
As she puts her graphic design talent to work, 
she creates a unique artistic language. Arab 
calligraphy is very common among modem 
Arab artists, and it also features prominently 
in Al Masheehki’s work. Her technique of 
intersecting lines and blending colors creates a 
special quality thaL defines the appeal of her 
exhibition. 

At the extreme end of the hall are paintings 
of space and of nightfall. These are symbols of 
spirituality and mythology. Most of the other 
exhibits suggest this combination, 
incorporating images and symbols from all 



periods of Iraqi and Arab history, she revisits 
the past and also seems to predict the future. 

Her paintings change all the time, touching 
different themes, revealing not only a love of 
detail, but the ability to change quickly and 
completely from one subject to another 
without losing a general feeling of continuity 
that holds the exhibit together. ... . 

A careful use of color contribute to an 
■ arresting qualityrthai distinguishes much -of-hes- 
work. At her exhibition, the visitor can enjoy 
all the components of painting—image, 
figure, background and technique. 

. The show runs through 30 May at the Buran 
Gallery in Sweifieh. ■ 


King lays cornerstone Conservatory Orchestra 
for Le Royal to g* ve concert 


AS PART of its musical 



season, the National 
Music Conservatory/AI 
Hussein Foundation is 
organizing a concert by 
the ever radiant Orches¬ 
tra of the National Music 
Conservatory. The con¬ 
cert will be held on Sun¬ 
day. 31 May at the Royal 
Cultural Center. 

Conducted by 

Mohammad Othman 
Sidrq. the Orchestra I 
begins the concert with ’ 
Rossini's ■ Barber of h 
Seville - , followed by 1 
Haydn's ‘Farewell Sym¬ 
phony". Afterwards, 
soprano student at the 
Conservatory. Dima 
Bawab. sings “The 
Laughing Song” from ‘The 
Bat - by Strauss, followed by 
Celine Dion's “My Heart 



■ Literature Festival . 

Under the auspices of the 
Secretary General Of the 
Ministry of Culture and 
Youth, a group of writers 
and poets will head up a 
gathering called “First Liter¬ 
ature Festival" beginning 
May 28 at the headquarters 
of the Hamtan Charity Soci¬ 
ety in Maika. • 

The festival—the first of its 
kind in Jordan—is organized 
by an ambitious group-who 
call themselves The Young 
Writers Family, and comes 
as a culmination to their suc¬ 
cessful series of evening 
gatherings at which poets 
read.-their works to the pub- - 
lie. The group has. been 
widely lauded, and is a dis¬ 
tinctive addition to the Jorda¬ 
nian culture scene. 

Poets, writers of short sto¬ 
ries, popular verse and folk- 
loric tales from Egypt, Iraq 
and Jordan are taking part in 
the all-Arabic venue, which 
continues until June 3. 


about Columbian artist Fer¬ 
nando Botov, on May 28 at 
6 pm • . 


Exhibitions 

■ At Darat ai Funun (Jabal 
al Weibdeh). an exhibit of 
graphic and oil works on 
paper by Tunisian artist 
Gaider Triki opens on May 
25 at 6 pm. The show, com¬ 
prising work done between 
1973 and 1995. will run until 
June 26. 

■ Also at Darat al Funun. a 
new collection of Contem¬ 
porary Arab Art will be on 
display until June 25. 

■ An exhibition of materials 
relating to the work of 
French architect Christian 
de Portcamparc continues 
at the University of Jordan 
until June 4. Portzamparc’s 
designs have become part of 
the urban landscape from 
New York to Paris to Tokyo. 


Will Go On,” the 1998 Oscar 
winning soundtrack of the 
motion picture ‘Titanic*. 


The concert ends with the 
Strauss overture ‘A Night in 
Venice'.® 


AMMAN (Star)—Their 

Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor attended. Tues¬ 
day. the ceremony for laying 
the cornerstone of Le Royal 
Hotel Complex and Tower, 
near Jabal Amman's Third 
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Circle, and unveiled the plan 
to announce the launching of 
this giant project. 

Chairman of General Medi¬ 
terranean Investment Com¬ 
pany. who owns the project. 
Nazmi Ochi expressed his 
thanks to the 

3 King for his pat¬ 
ronage of the 
venue. He added 
that his company 
will be carrying 
out more invest¬ 
ments in Jordan, 
a country- 

endowed with 
many potential 
scientific and 
human skills. 
Ochi is a well- 
known Arab 
investor who 
plans to hold 
giant in vestment 
projects in 

The opening 
of the project 
coincides with 
the Kingdom's 
celebrations of 
its Independence 

Situated in the 
heart of Amman. 


the complex includes many 
facilities, such as 300 rooms, a 
conference hall, a show centre, 
restaurants, three cinemas, fit¬ 
ness club, indoor and outdoor 
swimming pools and parking 
facilities with the capacity for 
up to 620 cars. 

Total cost of the project. 
Ochi said, is about Si30 mil¬ 
lion. It will provide nearly 
1500 jobs for engineers, tech¬ 
nicians and workers during the 
time it is under construction. 
When completed, it will 
create more than 1800 job 
opportunities. 

Ochi seized the event as an 
opportunity to announce the 
establishing of a charity fund 
to support humanitarian and 
charity institutions in Jordan. 
He personally donated JD 
500,000 for the fund and 
called on King Hussein to 
name the fund and sponsor it. 

Attending the ceremony 
also were Prince Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the Royal Court Chief 
Fayez Tarawneh, Prime Minis¬ 
ter Abdel Salam Majaii, Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism Akel Bcltaji. 
members of parliament and 
other dignitaries. ■ 



■ Homage to Feder¬ 
ico Garcia Lorca 

The Spanish Cultural Center 
continues. its homage to 
Andalusian poet Garcia 
Lorca with two films, one 
musical performance and a 
video presentation. Schedule 
as follows: 

May 2&—Bodas de sangre 
(1938). Original film version 
of Lorca play. Surreal drama 
in which a bridegroom and 
the mysterious “Leo¬ 
nardo'.’—who has, it seems, 
an unclear yet intimate fasci¬ 
nation with the bride—fight 
and mortally wound each 
other in her presence. Ih 
Spanish* only, at Instituto 
Cervantes al 5 pm 
May 30—A theatrical perfor¬ 
mance based on traditional 
gypsy songs, entitled Feder¬ 
ico Garcia Lorca and Anda¬ 
lusia, at the Royal Cultural 
Center, 8pm 

June 4—Showing of a 1984 
TV series based on the life of 
Mariana Pineda, a nine¬ 
teenth-century Granada-born 
Spanish nationalise Scripted 
by Lorca. In Spanish only, 
at Instituto Cervantes at 5 
pm 


Lectures 

H The Goethe Institut 
presents three lectures in 
Arabic by Professor Dr Bas- 
satnTibi: 

June 2 —“Islam and the 
West Between Struggle and 
Understanding," at the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan. 

June 3—the same lecture 
will be presented at the Insti¬ 
tute of Diplomacy (Jabal 
Amman) at 4 pm 
June 4—“Muslim 'Minorities 
in the West: Between Isola¬ 
tion and Integration” is pre¬ 
sented in cooperation with 
The Royal Institute for Inter- 
faith Studies. at the World 
Affairs Council at 6 pm 


Halkirk & Le Meridian announce cooperation 

HALKIRK INTERNATIONAL, one of Europe's leading marketing companies in the Holiday 
Ownership & Travel business, is proud to announce the commencement of its operation in 
conjunction with Le Meridien Hotel in Amman in June 

The directors. M Eric Smith and Charles Mackenzie, have spent over 20 years in the hoKday 
business and for the past 10 years, one of the main consultants has been with the First 
National Bank PLC. which is a subsidiary of First National Finance Corp PLC. and presently 
arc in joint-ownerchip with First National Development Services in Athens, Greece.® 


Filins 

■ The American Center 
(Abdoun). presents a final 
film with flowers as a theme: 
May 28—&qitfey and Iris, 
with Jane Fonda and Robert 
DcNiro. Film begins at 5 

pm 

■ Darat al Fun tin's . film 
series on 20th century Latin 
American artists draws to a 
close with The Rotund 
World of Bolero, a film 


Workshops 

■ A regional workshop (in 
Arabic) about technical pro¬ 
grams and communications 
for women will rake place 
between June 2 and 8 in the 
Jerusalem Hotel. Ten Arab 
countries will take pan in the 
workshop. Which is orea- 
mzed by UNESCO and A e 
Muslim Organization for 
Education. - Science and 
Culture. 

■ A workshop wi» be held 
on May 28 at the Society for 
jta Protection of Nature. 
Tne one-day event is in prep, 
action for the kick-off of a 
campmgn for the protect™ 
or the environment of Jor¬ 
dan. which begins May 31 

£? l S n,n iS the <* 

rf. The workshop 
beginning at 10:30 am and 
ending at 12 noon, ™ 
familiarize the media will! 
the campaign as well as ^ 
facing JoSuE 

environment ™ s 
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■>4 EHOUSH PROGRAMS 

fcv. SATURDAY 
f. 1 ? 3:00—Holy Koran 
5* 3:10—Johnny Quest 
- 3:30~~I W anna Be_. . 

. j 4:00-—Neighbors ; : • 
'j*JO—Orean Wilds " 
r ^fcO0—French Program • 

. 'SOO—Acapulco Bay . 

7:00—News In French 
7:15—Discovery Magazine 
> 7 JO—News Headlines 
^ 7:35—You Bet Your Life - 
'i 8:00—Cinema, Cinema 

8:30—Prism 
9:10—Sirens ■ 

lOrOt^—News Ai Ten 
10 JO—Feature Film 
12:00—Are You Being 
Served 


SUNDAY 

3:00—Hedy Koran 
; 3:10—The Pumpkin Patch 
\ 3:20—The Pi nk Panther 
I 3:30—Skippy. . 

* 4:00—The American Chart 
L Show 

j ^00—In The Wild 
i TriOO—French Program 

* 7:00—News in French 
7:15—A Tour in France 

> 7:30—News Headlines 
r 7 J5—Life’s most 
, Embarrassing Momenta 
r 8:00—Taste of Africa . 
i 8 JO—Challenges 
I 9:10—Renegade 
I 10:00—News At Ten 
‘ 10:30—CorreUi 
. 11:10—The N ann y 



NBA Games, Thursday at 5.-00 pm. 


MONDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:10—Fred and Barney Shew 

3 J—Raider of the South 

Pacific 

vf:00—Neighbors 
*i:30—Last Frontiers 
5:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 


7:15—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Hope and Gloria - 
8:00—Perspective 
9:16—99-1 “Stone” 
10d)0—News At Ten . 
10J0—Law and Order 
11:10—Bay Watch Nights 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10^-Pri> Star 


3J0—SmallTalk 
4:00—Bordertown 
4J0—The Health Show 
5:00—Route of Capricorn 
, 6:60—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Step by Step 
8:00—What would you do 
8J0-^-Rbodes 
l(hO(h--News At Ten 
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Amman cinemas 


• Philadelphia 1 (Tel: 4634149): 

The Jackal 

• Philadelphia II (Teh4634I49): 

Liar-Liar 

• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): The Mirror Has Two The 
The Preacher's Wife / Titanic 

• Galleria n (Tel: 079 33430): Shadow Conspiracy 

• Plaza (Tel: 5699238): Titanic 

• Concord I (Tel: 5677420): The Relic 

• Concord H (Tel: 5677420): Kaounana [Arabic) 
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10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Metro Cafe 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Mr Bogus Show 
3 JO—Castle of Adventure 
4:00—The Album Show 
5:00—French Program 
6:00—Acapulco Bay 
7:00—-News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Buddies 
8:00—Envoy Special 
9:1(1—Kung Fu 
10:00—News At Ten 
10J0—Nutcracker [Mini 
Series) 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Dinky Dis 
3 Jtk—The Animal Park 
4:00—French Programs 
4:30—Blue Water Dreaming 
5:00—NBA Gaines 
6:00—Slider 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Great Romance 
8:30—Dr Quinn, The 
Medicine Woman 
9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Can’t Hurry Love 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:10—Teddy Ruxpin 

3 JO—Wishbone 

4:00—He Shoots. He Scores 

4J0—Tarzan 

5:30—The French Program 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—French Program 


7 : 30 —News Headlines 
7J5—The Fresh Prince of 
Bel Air 

8:00—Life on the Internet 
XJO—The Brain “Evolution” 
9:11)—Rahylon-5 
10:00—News At Ten 
10JO—Melissa (Mini Scries) 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

17:00—Faut pas rever 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L'leuf de Cnlomb 

DIMANCHE 

18:00—Bonne esperance 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

LUNDI 

17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Cinq sur Cinq 

MARDI 

18:00—Les cueurs brules (5) 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Fractales 

MERCREDI 

17:00—Ushuaia 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15— E=M6 

JEUDI 

16:10—L'ecole des fans 
19:00— f a: Journal 
19:15—A tomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

17:30—Fort Boyard 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Alio la Terre 


FR iday JEUDI Mariah Carey in Monaco 

rans for the World Music 

SlffiSb. He Scores ,9:, '’ _A,on, “ m ’ chus Awards which was held 

30—Tarzan VENDREDI /• Mau Qha hnc 

30—The French Program 17:30—Fort Boyard On O may . Jilt? Ilao 

00—News in French 19:00—Le Journal received tWO SChieVe- 

15—French Program 19:15—AUo la Terre rec&VGU IWV awn&vv 

Programs are subject to change by JTV \ ments awards 
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ACROSS 
1 Hold sway 
5 Shutwtth 
torea 

9 Pirtedthe 
trigger 

13 Uncovered 
“A Shr artifice 
; j StwsarBnan 
lG Ptay down 

18 Bid 

19 Whole 

20 Answer to a 


44 Spec&al 

46 WWdapfck 
and 
shovel 

47 Compere 
views 

49 Cure-aRs 

51 Band 
rstnxnenl 

53 Anger 

54 Bed finsn 
material 

58 Long, narrow 


. one 

2 Atop 

3 Departed 

4 Inveigle 

5 AM- 
embracing 

6 Pot cover 

7 Poor me! 

B Vinatruft 
g Vulnerable 


31 Psrebn 
water 
wheel 

32 Sedmert 
35 Taj Mahal 

. sfts 
38 Matted 
40 Boeing 


22 Kdknameof 
BSD 

23 Mates, as 


24 Hernias 
29 Rely (upon) 
33 Acertan 


62 Chfioon. 

63 Tender 
nature 

65 Author 
Horatio 

66 Fairytale 
monster 

67 US author. 


12 GuHtebW 
IS Briddy ; 


34 Bomber. 
Gay 

36 Deep grid 

37 Souchong 
and 


17 Be 

loquacious 
21 Conducted 

24 atoffoofish 
behavior 

25 Waterina 


43 Neater 
masaJrw 

nor 

femrtm 
45 Aptanet 
48 Diamonds) 
50 Breakfast 
stately 
52 OkMkne 


68 Crucifix 

69 Roulette 
designation 

70 Was . 


26 Senas of 
oonnected 
Ente 

-27 Central 


41 Retread 

42 Start point 


DOWN 
1 American 
Beauty, tar 


28 Stambar. 
30 Sur o«r a 


54 Gijury-. 
Gouvenr 

55 Nbnbus 

56 Therefore 

57 Typao# 

. dancer 

59 Othelo’fl 
enemy 

60 Exec. 

61 Let 2 stand 
64 TGF woid: 
- abbr. 
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f—THIS WEEK’S— 

"HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

1 Weekly Tip: The son is in Taurus 
I untU late Wednesday nighL It'll be in 1 
j Gemini from then through the next 
30 days. Students will have an 
[ advantage dating this coming phase. 

I Aries (March 21-April 19). Gatb- 
1 er with friends to make a decision 
I regarding money. You’re learning 
quickly ovct the weekend, so-study 
J ways to stretch your dollars further, 
j . " Taurus (April 20-May 20). 

I . Choose stability over excitement; 

I you’ll have enough excitement soon, 
j Keep co mmitme nts that serve your 
j objective, and renegotiate die others. 

I Gemini (May 21-June 21). Fol- 
1 jow a strong leader and you’ll win 
j easily, if you can keep from getting 
I distracted. Finish old projects over 
I the weekend 

I . Cancer (June 22-July 22). Mak- 
I ing a good impression on an older 
l person will improve your status, if 
I not your financial situation. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). An excur- 
1 sion with friends could lead to true 
I love. Go along with an older person’s 
I request 

1 = Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). Travel 
to visit an older relative. A magnifi- 
I cent conversation is predicted. You 
j .might even finally get this person to 
1 understand your point of view. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Your 
■ 1 mate is incredibly attractive yet 
j slightly cantankerous. Hurry to finish 
I your assignments so you can run off 
I' together. 

I Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov.. 21). You 
.1 and your partner, will get more, done 
j if you stick close to home. Money is 
[ tight, but that’s OK. None is required 
I for this game. . 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Friendship leads to love once you 
j can find privacy. Accept the chance 
I-.to work oyer the weekend. It'll help 

I yon get where you want to go. 

I Caprkorn(Dec 22-Jan. 19). Put 
I money down on a romantic excur- 
I sion. There’s work to.be done, but 
r you can make plenty of time for love, 

I loo. 

I Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feh. 18). Stash 
J away as much money as possible.. 
Creativity and elbow grease are 
required for a toa^ domestic job. 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Let 
I yoor practical partner handle the 
j money. Listen carefully to a room- 
' I male. Don’t worry, you’re naturally 
] lucky now. 

I if You’re Having a Birthday 
I ThJs Week: Travel could lead to a 
I ■ career opportunity and new friends. 

I Hang out with the good guys and 
I you’ll make amazing tilings happen. 

{ e ®9f,ToJiono‘M<j<fi* Soviet* 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myere_ 

*5CI4\EnME5 RAPIANT ARAMPA1 I'M PR 
6COP HEALTH £AN BE WAS! TVE COiAETO 

STIMULATED 5IMPLY MAKE Y5U HEALTHY! 
BY LOVE ANP AFFECTION.' ‘-it- 


THAT'5 VERY 1 MEET MY AS5ISWNT/J 
NICE ‘ NURSE KiSSESW'H 



A 


ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


MB/ EL, HOW COUB WHWJ 
-D«EESX FWUAIS WUDE 
MOOGL IN yt?UK UFE , 
DRAMNS CUSS AS»e/ 
NBVER GOBG? 

^ / 1 * 


MUr ACTUALLY. 
LAB ITS A 
FHf FUG FOR 
** ^ THE 

(AOOGLm 


^SMB RGUPBP ' 
IT tUS CH&AP&Z. 
JH6TTD BUY A 
BIG MlEtaOK- 


my.suys, 
WOULD WMTURU 
HEAT UP* 


CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 

jronoH.tDocauicE 

J ^jrftnrcH HAS H4DTboHU^7& OfiNK/ ) 

1 


Jumble 


. UmcrareUe tbese four wonts, me 
letter to each square, to Ibrai foor 
orrihnry words. 


NOTIX 


ituse 


REPIME 


REVORF 


Answer here: 


the \ 
•conom/7 1 


f Jll> 


WHAT 5HOULP A 
■5MAier SPEAKER 
TALK ABOUT? 


Now arrange the drdrf hems to 
bna the surprise asswer, as suggested 
fay the abate cartoon. 


saimow 

3AU—inoqBrnww 3 ^^ 5 *?^ 7 ®^ -mso* 

-dORsad aaidwa auns nkol :s,3Msav 



•_You the one who ordered the Strawberry Sur¬ 

prise, sir?” 


O I99S. Triune Mc*a Service* 


Would You 
Believe... 


I Edward J. Smith is not a j 
j name that immediately 1 
comes to mind except for his j 
I renewed publicity as of late, i 
| He was the captain of the I 
I [ Titanic. j 

j ! ... j 

; | The Hawaiian Islands j 
I once were known as the) 

1 Sandwich Islands. j 

I V •. • 

j | Fans of pioneering space , 

! hero Buck Rogers had a j 
[ club. They called themselves ] 

| the Solar Scouts. I; 

I • • • I 

| The long-running show 
j : “Meet the Press” may have > 

: been on the air longer than 
anyone imagined — more 
than 50 years. It debuted i 
back in 1947. j 

■ • • I 

Operation Torch was the j 
. code name for the Allied 
I landings in North Africa in 
! late 1942. 
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Darjeeling hybrids still tingle taste buds 


Capitalism a boon 


Tracking the t0 c £ ture , creativity 

norfAAt faa loaf BjoeRos,s 

Ucl IcLL led IwCll "■«h a s 1 

^ " dulls our sensihililies. 

| Not su. ii seems Capitalism 


By Giles MacDonogh 

DARJEELING TEA is offered 
two opportunities to excel. 
They ure called the first and 
the second “flushes.” The first 
occurs with the first spring 
growth after the snows melt in 
the foothills of the Himalayas. 
Then the chiefly Nepalese 
women pluckers go out with 
their baskets and pick off two 
leaves and a hud from the 
renascent hush. The second 
flush takes plucc in the early 
summer, once the plant has 
grown again. For the rest of 
the year they pick poor 
grade "monsoon tea.” 

Both the first and the sec 
und flushes have their parti 
Mins. The Germans and the 
Japanese, who control the 
markets for Ihe host quality 
Darjeeling teas, favour the 
first flush: the British, in 
the days when they 
expressed a strong opinion 
in these matters, tended to i 
prefer the second. The 
first is more angular, 
sharper and sinewy: the 
second fuller and com 
par.itivcly mellow, 
arrived in Darjeeling at 
the end of March. El 
Nino had been flexing 
its muscles in the Hima¬ 
layas too. It had been 
uncharacteristically ^ 

cold and wet. Only with ES 
my arrival did the sun { 
finally emerge, and |*2 
showed every intention 
of wanting to stay. 

The melodiously j. : 
named Ary a estate is 
just helow the teem¬ 
ing. sprawling town of 
Darjeeling. With Happy Val 
lev next door (which sounds 
distinctly like a lunatic asy¬ 
lum). Ary a is one of the high¬ 
est gardens in the region, with 
hushes peaking at (>.200 feet— 
around 1.000 meters. That is 
promising in itself: the rule is. 
the higher the tea. the greater 
the delicacy, the lower it is. the 
fuller the body. 

My sanguinity, however, 
was eliminated on Ihc journey 
down: there must be bette’r 
roads in hell. Once or twice: I 
even had in get out of the car 
to prevent it sliding off into a 
ravine or cess-pit. Bv the lime 
1 reached the garden I was a 
wreck. 

Darjeeling tea-gardens enjoy 


By Christian Tyler 


reputations like wine estates, 
arid like them they often retain 
their good names long alter 
they deserve. As I came up 
from ihc plains 1 noted Ihc 
rather tatty, sparse hushes in 
the two which enjoy the great¬ 
est fame: Saint Margaret’s 
Hope and Cast let on. Aiya has 
no such name, yet l could see 
instantly, or as soon as my legs 
ceased io shake, that the current 
team was taking immense care. 

A tea garden in Darjeeling 
rarely makes money these 


owner was not expecting much 
of a profit, hut he wanted the 
best. 

With quality in mind, he had 
given instructions to his young 
team to improve the tea in the 
garden itself, so that you sec 
none of that gappy sereffinew 
which marks out some better 
known estates. He has invested 
7 million rupees, more than 
£100.000. in the estate and fac¬ 
tory too. and put down new 
China clones producing super¬ 
bly aromatic teas. 

Bannockburn estate hits a 
name which should 



days—the produc 
lion costs arc loo high. A kilo, 
of tea requires around 150 
rupees. A paltry £2.30 may not 
sound like a king's ransom, hut 
it is worth a lot more in India. 
Since the Gurkhaland indepen¬ 
dence movement a few years 
ago. the garden workers’ are 
well organized. Some people 
maintain that they will finish 
by closing Darjeeling. A hand¬ 
ful of estates have already 
closed shop. 

Many garden-owners run 
their Darjeeling estates as loss 
leaders, others have them for 
their prestige value—a little 
like racehorses in the west. I 
was assured that Aria's new 


endear it to the Scots: they 
could serve it ;is the house Dar¬ 
jeeling in their steep slope, ris¬ 
ing to 5.5iXJ feet. 

Here and there you spot the 
thick trunks of the Assam bush, 
which tends to produce darker, 
coarser teas in Darjeeling. Like 
Arya. however. Bannockburn is 
engaged in a planting 
programme. 

The"new clones have been cho- 
sen lor their potential quality, 
and not. as so often was Ihc 
case in the past, for their higher 
yields. 

Phoohscring is undcr the 
same ownership as Bunnock- 


h bum. hut rising a little higher 
c lo 6.000 feet above sea level. 

There is as much us j third 
J Assam here, hut the manager 

i* isolates the different hybrids, 

is China. Assam and Clonal, anti 

c makes three very different 

> styles of tea. The new clones 

r are impressive again. The 

J unappetisingly named P3I2 

ii makes light? scented teas with a 

whiff of lemon and coconut. 
l- Good lea is too cheap. The 
munngcr at Phoohsering lold 
me that one of his first flushes 
ii sold for 3.000 rupees (£45) a 
J kilo at a Calcutta auction this 
sear hut that it had cost him 
hair (hal much in 
produce. Even at 
prices like these a 
pot of tea does not 
work out dear: still 
less Ilian a bottle of 
cola. 

I discussed the 
problems of Darjeel¬ 
ing lea with Rancn 
Dull a. the genial for¬ 
mer army officer w ho 
runs the Planters' 
Association. He lapped 
his pipe and Mililcd. 
Higher yields were the 
answer: not necessarily 
bigger producing 
Innes. but more hushes 
to the hectare. I thought 
of the lightly packed 
garden at Arya. then of 
some of the more nui- 
c ' r Sa‘i doinly planted gardens I 
7*^* had seen. His was the 
long view. The IM 61 K 
with their endless politi¬ 
cal wrangles had been 
> much worse: “In 150 
H years only three gardens 
have become extinct.” 

What Dmia was pic- 
pared to concede was that 
Darjeeling was in dire need 
of promotion. Too lit lie h:id 
been done In slrcss its quality. 

A common or garden packet 
of Darjeeling might contain 60 
per cent poor quality monsoon 
tea. and the rest, who knows? 
Even in the town of Darjeeling 
itself there was nowliea* you 
could go Inr an authentic cup 
of tea which came with litc 
imprimatur of the Planters' 
Association. More effort is 
needed lo explain to the public 
why they must pay more for 
Darjeeling tea: the price of 
excellence. ■ 


Einuncial Times Syndication 


By Joe Rogaly 

CAPITALISM IS the death of 
culture, isn't it? Commerce 
dulls our artistic sensibilities. 
Not so. it seems Capitalism 
cancels culture. Money cor¬ 
rupts the creative mind. The 

mass market for the arts is a 
machine managed by mammon 
lor the mulcting of morons. 
Corporations emm their coffers 
w iih cash from crap. 

Such are the eigar-smoke- 
induced opinions nliho.se of u.s 
who at best mistrust the liberal 
market economy and at worst, 
believe it to be the messenger 
of doom. Hollywood is a 
pusher, marketing the opium of 
the people. TIk tabloids are 
tearing us down. Television is 
blotting us nut. Science and 
technology have been devel¬ 
oped lo the highest degree, hut 
when it comes m our artistic 
sensibilities wc arc in the darfc- 
e»l «>f ages. 

I could continue along such 
lines, spinning gloomy word- 
bites. us wc all could on this 
suhjcel. could wc not? But l 
have been doused with cold 
water, and hy jut economist at 
that. A new hook. In Praise of 
Commercial Culture (Harvard 
University Press), proclaims 
(h:i{ a thriving capitalist society 
sustains the arts better than any 
other form of social 
organization. 

Its author. Tyler Cowcn. is 
ptulessor ul economies at 
George Mason University in 
Virginia. He concedes that tclc- 
vision does not provide much 
support for cultural optimists, 
hut argues persuasively that lit¬ 
erature. western art. and music 
"Irwin Bach it* the Beatles” 
flourish best when businesses 
are profitable and opportunities 
lor innovative artists to find 
customers are multiplied. 

Let us take a deep breath. 
Iliis is an American hook, first 
published in the United Slates, 
out in a lew weeks in Britain. 
Some Europeans adopi an atti¬ 
tude of lolly disdain Tor works 
emanating from the western 
side of the Atlantic. Their 
minds are so infused with 
images of the super-republic at 
its worst tltai they fail to sec 
the best in it. Fortunately, you 
;uid I are aware thru the Ameri¬ 
can intelligentsia - is it) most, 
respects superior lo its old- 
world counterpart. • !! • . ; 

We know about illiteracy in 
the capitals of capitalism, but. 
Professor Cowcn tells us. the 
wealthiest and most commer¬ 
cial countries are. "by and 
large, also ihe most literate.” 



Take the United States. 
Between 1947 and 1996. the 
list of titles in print rose from 
85.000 to | .3 million. The num¬ 
ber of publishers increased, he 
says, from 357 to 49.000-plus. 
There arc ten times as many 
bonk shops as there were 50 
years ago. In the prim super¬ 
markets of today, best-sellers, 
mostly low culture, account for 
a mere three percent of sales. 

As to the fine arts, the Ren¬ 
aissance was the product of a 
commercial revolution. Most of 
the prominent painters and 
sculptors of Florence were ini¬ 
tially goldsmiths or their 
pupils. Michelangelo could 
name his terms to buyers who 
were customers rather than 
patrons. 

The cult of enjoyment and 
gratification encouraged artistic 
activity. The decline began, we. 
arc informed, when Florence 

viost its position of relative**©^ 

• vnomic supremacy: 

* /The Dutch and Flemish mas*, 
ters. and later the French 
impressionists, applied their 
brush strokes within flourishing 
capitalist cultures of wealth and 
conspicuous consumption. Cen¬ 
tral authorities- be ihev the later 


Medicis or the French Salon, 
usually support bland 
mediocrities. 

How about music, then? 
Surely, we culture] conserva¬ 
tives can admit the sheer quan¬ 
tity of recordings, concerts, and 
broadcasts provides something 
for every taste, including what 
to me is the incomprehensible 
dissonance inflicted on us by 
certain modem composers. 

So many performer* have 
made recordings of famHiar 
older works, the ones we all 
agree arc classics, (hat there is 
a glut on the mariceL The 
works of Bach. Mozart, and 
Beethoven reach more people, 
sitting in greater comfort, than 
in tbe composers' lifetimes. 

These glories of the past 

• cannot be repeated. The 20th 
century has seen world musical 
leadership switch from the Ger- 
manic lands. to die. New 
World." says our - professor. *: 
The blues, gospel, jazz, rock 

* and roll, and their offshoots, all * 
with roots in A fro-America, 
enrich global culture fnjrusail. 

1 remain to be convinced 
that the same can honestly be 
said of rap. But when'he.says, 
that contemporary popular 


music' “encourages Treedonv 
non-conformism, and a skept* 
cai attitude towards authority, 
wc might concur. 

That is not the reason why 
Britain’s new Labour adminis¬ 
tration seems so comfortable in 
~ tbe company of pop artists. 
Low culture is attractive to 
more voters than. say. the thea¬ 
tre or the opera. Supporting 
such higher art forms with tax¬ 
payers’ money is always diffi¬ 
cult to justify. Chris Smith 
might sec pop as the most pro¬ 
ductive segment of what he. as 
minister of culture, regards as 
the-creative-industry sector of 
the economy. 

As with die debate in the US 
over the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the row over Brfr- 
ain's Arts Council never goes 
away. The belief is that high 
culture would fade away if 
state subsidies were withdrawn. 
We are unwilling id place our 
cultural bets on . the - finer 
impulses of the super-rich. We 
prefer, irrationally, to leave it 
to officials id decide who is 
worthy. Creative capitalism 
docs it better.! 

Financial Times Syndication 


ONCE. DYING was all too easy. Now. it 
is beginning to look loo difficult. The 
World Health Organization (WHO) cele¬ 
brated its 5(Hh birthday last week with the 
news that life expectancy worldwide, cur¬ 
rently standing at 68. will rise to 73 at the 
end of the first quarter of the next century. 
By then, people in rich countries such as 
Britain can hope to live to SO. Medical 
experts are predicting even greater average 
life spans lor the US. of 95 or even UR) by 
the year 2050. Sonic scientists think 140 is 
achievable. 

Meanwhile, infant mortality has been so 
reduced that, for the first lime in history, 
death is something which happens mainly 
to the old. As Peter Lasletl. a social histo¬ 
rian at Trinity College. Cambridge, and an 
octogenarian himself, said this week: "It is 
people like me who are doing all the dying 
lor the rest of soeretv." 

Nui all of us gel our entitlement. A man 
named Herbie died Iasi year in Ireland of 
stomach cancer at the age of 63. He 
achieved posthumous lame hy agreeing to 
let the makers of a television series film 
his Iasi hours. His dejth will be broadcast 
in ihe final episode nl a BBC1 scries called 
'The Human Body' which began this 
Wednesday. 

Herbie's i men Lion, according to the 
BBC. was lo show that it is still possible to 
die vviih dignity, unafraid, and in your own 
bed. Answering complaints thru to film 
Herbie's death was itself an affront to 
human dignity, a spokeswoman said the 
scries would have heen "incomplete" with¬ 
out ii. "We arc showing dial death is a nat¬ 
ural pan of life.” 

And so it is. Yet dying is difficult. Not 
only docs it come ever later, but it is often 
physically arduous and psychologically 
disiurbing. a mystery hard to contemplate. 
It can he ugly and messy: and although fic¬ 
tional deaths glamorized lor film and tele¬ 
vision seem ever more popular, ihe real 
tiling has been swept out of public view. 

In advanced societies, fewer people 
know, nr can: to know, how to deal with it. 
The untrained women in every street or 
village who used lo "lay out" ihc dead and 
com I on the living have hecn superseded: 
in I'W5. only a fifth ut people in England 
and Wales died in lheir own houses. 

Newspaper and magazine articles usu¬ 
ally concern ihe tragic deaths of children, 
or of talented people cut off prematurely. 
They are about the suffering of the living, 
not about the people who arc doing most 
of tlie dying: the old. 

Nohiidy dies of old age any more, at 
least not according to the official statistics. 
No wonder, then. th.„ as more people 
count on living beyond their Biblical allot¬ 
ment of three score and ten. su more arc 
worried about what kind of death to 
expect. They wanl lo enjoy a natural death 
(whatever that means 1. to die when they 
are ready, and to be present, so to speak, 
when it happens. 


The end of death 


The news from the WHO looks good. 
Bui will the extra years he worth having? 
The economic cost alone of our predicted 
longevity is alarming finance ministers 
around ihc the world: lor something like 
half of all the state money spent on the 
health of citizens is consumed in the last 
year of their lives. More worry lo the indi¬ 
vidual is whether the price of longevity 
will turn out lo he Jong years r>f illness— 
the gilt of immortality without the gift of 
eternal youth? 

People used to tear the pain associated 
with death. Michel dc Montaigne, the 
French essayist whose observations on this 
topic are as pertinent today as they were 
vs hen he wrote them in ihe laic 16th ccn- 
lurv. ennfessed io being obsessed hy it. 
These days, wc arc more likely to he afraid 
not of pain, hut of a futile prolongation of 
life hy high-tech medical intervention. 
Montaigne quotes Lucretius: "Why seek to 
gain more, just to lose it again, wretchedly, 
without joy?” 

Although humans cling tenaciously to 
life—vvhich is why death can he physically 
so difficult—it is not usually the old who 
insist on ihe lull panoply of medical treat¬ 
ment. Dr Nick Coni, who has just retired 
as consultant geriatrician at Addenhrookes 
Hospital in Cambridge, hiis watched many 
people die. He said the old tend to underes¬ 
timate what can he done lor them. 
Although doctors sometimes iry to do loo 
much, "it is very often the relatives who 
insist on the full works. They may have 
nut done much lor many years, then they 
swoop in and say. Tin here to see that 
everything possible is done'." 

American research shows that the 
amount of treatment given to the dying 
depends not on their symptoms hut on 
where in the US they happen to live. 

Doctors arc torn between conflicting 
objectives, according to 5herwin Nuland. a 
Yale professor whose hook Hiw HY Die 
was a best-seller: they are tom between 
doing what is best Inr their patients. and 
conquering illness in order to prolong life. 
It is the difference between the family doc¬ 
tor i in a hospital context, the geriatrician) 
and the specialist. 

Nuland himself persuaded a 92-y ear-old 
woman in his care to have an operation 
which he judged she was able lo tolerate. 
When it turned out more complicated than 
expected, she rightly left betrayed. And 
she died shnnlv afterwards of something 
else. Yet. says Nuland. although he learned 
a lesson, the clinical decision was probably 
correct. 
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Dejth belongs properly to the dying, not 
to the doctors or the relatives. Even so. the 
question whether to intervene medically is 
not a simple one. Much depends on 
whether the aging process can in practice 
be distinguished from disease (dementia of 
the Alzhcuncr type can occur in quite 
young people): »ir.d here opinion is 
divided Many afflictions normally asso¬ 
ciated with the old can in fact be treated, 
and new siirgie.il techniques make inter¬ 
vention less traumatic Treatment late in 
lilc may not only he worthwhile, hut actu¬ 
ally cost-saving. 

■ Aging is a fact, and the idea of dying 




Irom old age is attractive, says Raymond 
Tallis, professor of geriatric medicine at 
Ihc Hope Hospital in Salford: the idea is of 
a "gradual hul harmonious failure of all 
organs." Rut is it realistic? And would 
death hy old age he an improvement? 

Despite suspicions to the contrary, hos¬ 
pitals try to du what patients want, and 
what wifi work, according to Professor 
Irene Higgiuscm. a specialist in palliative 
care working at St Christopher's hospice in 
south London. If some patients arc treated 
too intensively, (hat is only because doc¬ 
tors do not know accurately enough in 
adv .mce w luti will work. 


The modern hospice movement started 
in Britain with the aim of providing a 
friendlier death for the terminally ill— 
especially those with cancer, motor neu¬ 
rone disease and. latterly. Aids. It aims to 
look alter the whole person (and the fam¬ 
ily! while using sophisticated methods of 
pain control. 

St Christopher's has expanded outwards 
lo look after a wideT range of patients, 
including those in hospital and those still 
living at home. To that extent it is reviv¬ 
ing. in a more institutional and profes¬ 
sional wqy. some of the ideas of how 
dying should he done. 

Not surprisingly, in view of their relig¬ 
ious origins, hospices seem to be reintro¬ 
ducing the kind of psychological frame¬ 
work for death. formerly supplied by a 
belief in an after-life. When everybody 
believed in life after death, in reward and 
punishment, in the wisdom of a divine dis¬ 
pensation. when dying was normal and 
when its rituals were determined by the 
clergy, death was perhaps more accepta¬ 
ble. if no less terrible. 

People were taught to live as if each day 
were their last, to see death round every 
corner. Today, it is something to be 
ignored for as long as it can be. and cir¬ 
cumvented if possible. Perhaps because of 
this loss or religious faith, families are' 
spending less than they did on funerals, 
and richer Families are spending less than 
poorer. “No society ever existed which 
rejected death more absolutely than ours,” 
says Peter Laalext. 

A fashionably nostalgic—and topically 
’’green”— version of death is promoted by 
the Natural Death. Centre, which publishes 
a "good funeral guide" and directs people 
towards woodland burial grounds and 

cardboard coffins (ecologically sounder 
than cremation with mahogany). Started by. 
three psychotherapists, it can be seen as a. 
successor to the natural childbirth move¬ 
ment which prospered in the 1970s: it 
advises on how to care lor someone dying 
at home. 

Urbanization, smaller families, mobility, 
have ail conspired against the home death. 
Nicholas Albery. one of- tbe founders, 
explained that even with the best of inten¬ 
tions, families may lose their nerve as the 
end approaches, and ring for. the ambu¬ 
lance. He aided that for those who have 
accepted death as inevitable, it is easier to 
die at home than in a hospital ward: like 
Hindus, they can simply stop eatings 

Others have reacted to the supposed per¬ 
ils of hospital over-treatment by .gi ving 
directions in advance; The so-called Jiving 


will is not as popular in Britain as it is in 
the US (when: perhaps it may be more nec¬ 
essary). Although comforting for the per. 
son whose signature is on iuihc living wjfir 
is not infallible. Doctors point out that it is 
• impossible to forecast all the circum¬ 
stances (or even to make sure the will is at 
hand at the moment of crisis), and theolo¬ 
gians worry about the moral consequences 
of instructions that could amount to 
attempted suicide. 

Living wills are actively encouraged by 
euthanasiasts. But if longevity is a prob¬ 
lem?— and it is a big “if—euthanasia is 
not an answer, even if the moral and prac¬ 
tical objections to it could be uvercomc. 
For only in very rew cases docs ihc.qucs- 
J lion of assisted suicide arise. 

Other solutions might include rationing 
of treatment for the nkJ—the concept of 
the “fair innings"—or. perhaps in the dis¬ 
tant future, some genetic manipulation 
which will programme a .xcll-by date into 
each new-born child. 

Or perhaps, modifying the Titanic prifl- 
ciple and exploiting their appetite 
hang-gliding and bungee-jumping, old 
people could be offered hazardous jobs, as 
nuclear power ..station attendants and 
motorcycle couriers. 

It probably won't he necessary. For the 
same WHO report which promises longev¬ 
ity eventually even to poorer countries 
also talks about “health expectancy,” Here 
too. the news is increase in life expectancy 
unaccompanied by an increase in the time 
spent with severe disability. In other 
words, the quality of life appears to be 
keeping pace with the quantity. 

_ Furthermore, doctors report that medi¬ 
cine is making inroads into the disabilities 
or the old. such as hlindncss. deafness, 
immobility and stroke, and killers such as 
heart disease. Cancer and dementia may 
eventually yield to the assault of research. 
Even the costs of treating the old may 
decline in relative terms os knowledge 
expands. 

Contrary to popular .opinion; shys iM &- 
mood Talus, longer life is not jneviiafiTy 
going to be purchased at the cost pf extra 
suffering or -^unacceptable pressure on the 
public purse. ../: 

,. Ih .» l ? al Pro blem °f Iongevfty,Es that 
there will be a lot of fit old people about. 

11 _ w * 11 be up to them loVmake ihc 
plans, find the jobs, invent ihe projects 
Which w»5 make life worth living In that 

w d ’ all " ud ? will he everything? .- 

JT2 th,s ’ of coursc - tan remove ihc 
pain of the prospecl of deiith. BtfcMon- 
taigne. who thought about U cevore than 
mosL people, has a cure: To hemw'debriv- 
! ***** advance*? us, 

common ° P ^ c ^ ean contrary.'to that 
dSihn?^ wroic ' ,Let us'deprive 

V ^ “rawness; let U s frequent it. 

tear tor so long a time somethin's whose 

a,u * u ^ imSSUSS 

m a time so exceedingly short?”* j 
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Nigerian striker Amokachi 
powerful beyond his years 


PARIS—Ai only 25, 
Daniel Amokachi has 
achieved his own fair 
share of soccer glory. He 
was capped at senior 
international level at the 
tender age of 17. He won 
an Olympic soccer gold 
and at US ’94. he netted 
two goals to propel the 
Eagles to the second 
round in only their debut 
appearance at the big 
stage. And with top 
European clubs like 
Cluh Brugge (Belgium). 
Evcrton i England) and 
Besikius (Turkey >. he 
has annexed major hon¬ 
ors. "I’m a different 
soul." Amokachi simply 
says of his outstanding 
record. 

The striker comes 
with an assertive, very 
ennlidcnt personality 
both on and off the pitch. 



Nigerian Amokachi hops over opponent 


Thai may explain why he is 
widely regarded as the leader 
of the "Super Eagles" even in a 
star-studded team with older 
and more experienced players. 
His four goals in the France 
’98 qualifying series have fur¬ 
ther enhanced his rising profile 
and fetched him product 
endorsement and model line 


contracts both in Nigeria and 
overseas. 

Yet critics have laughed at 
his playing in the second-rate 
Turkish league, arguing this 
has blunted his form. There arc 
also those who allege that he is 
spearheading a ~ powerful 
players' clique that decides 
what goes on in the national 


team. “I'm not pan of 
the mafia (the tag 
ascribed to the powerful 
clique). I'm only one of 
the most capped' players 
in the team and it is only 
normal that when-deci¬ 
sions regarding the team 
are to be taken. I'm 
often involved.'* main¬ 
tains Amokachi. 

But he has no apolo¬ 
gies for dumping the 
more competitive Eng¬ 
lish Premiership and 
leaving Everton for Tur¬ 
key. "I'm playing toot- 
ball for the money. I'm 
not playing this game 
for exposure. I’ve a 
family to look after, two 
big boys, a wife, whose 
future 1 have to worry 
about."' 

In April. Amokachi 
partly justified the huge 
investment Besikias bias 


made on him by helping them 
to the Turkish Cup. But the 
hard-running striker still hopes 
to head back eventually to 
mainstream Europe to continue 
his pro career. And if .he can 
match his US '94 exploits in 
France. Europe's biggest guns 
might well start queuing up lor 
his services. ■ 


Mijatovic’s star on the rise 


BELGRADE. Yugoslavia — 
Predrag Mijalovic has tro¬ 
phies from his native Yugo¬ 
slavia. the Spanish first divi¬ 
sion. even the shine at the 
WnridEuropcan Champions 
Cup. He has starred in 
just about everything, but 
there is something much 
bigger. "I have accumulated a 
lol of experience while play¬ 
ing many important matches 
for my cluh.” said the 29- 
year-old Mijalovic. who plays 
for Real Madrid in Spain. 
"But the World Cup is .some¬ 
thing else, a special gathering 
which can bury nr launch 
players to the stars. I want to 
shine.” Last year. Mijalovic 
was generally considered the 
second-best player in Europe 
drier Brazilian star Ronaldo. 

In mid-May. his kmc'goal 
gave Real a 1-0 victory over 
Juvcntus and the European 
Champions Cup. Mijalovic is 
the key for Yugoslavia’s ini¬ 
tial ambitions to get past 
Group F. consisting ol Ger¬ 
many. the United Suites ;utd 
Iran, and advance to the .sec¬ 
ond round. Despite hi.s age. 
this will be Mijatovic’s first 
World Cup. Yugoslavia was 
banned from qualifying for 
the 1994 tournament in the 



Mijalovic struts his stuff 

United Stales because of 
United Nations . sanctions 
imposed on Serbia for foment¬ 
ing the Bosnian war. "This is 
my first and probably the last 
chance to play a major role at 
the World Cup. I don't want to 
miss it.” said -Mijalovic. who 
scored 15 goals during 1996 
Yugoslav qualifying - for 
France ‘9X. 


After finishing second behind 
Spain in European Group 6. 
Yugoslavia was forced -into a 
two-leg playoff with Hungary 
which it either had to win.' or 
miss out again on the-World 
Cup. Mijalovic scored seven, 
of 12 Yugoslavian goals and 
sent his nation to the show. 

Before joining Rcal. 
Madrid two seasons Cup ago, 
Mijato vie played for Partizan 
Belgrade and . Valencia. In 

Spain; scoring 55 go^ls in 
three seasons. He first started 
as a midfielder, hut ns. his 
career progressed to one or the 
best-paid players in the. world, 
he was moved closer to the 
goal. 

Can Yugoslavia make-, the; 
final? ;in the penalty ato ]• 
fee! completely at .home." said- 
Mijalovic, .known for his tech¬ 
nical skills and. aggressive 
style. He also has been praised 
for his bal(control, often assist¬ 
ing his teammates in scoring 
goals, and is dangerous with 
free kicks from the edge of the 
area. Last month, he suffered a 
.serious calf muscle injury. that 
sidelined him for more chan 
two weeks.. His. lack of fitness' 
after the injuty cold be a major 
problem for theYugoslav team 
in France. ■’ S.. 


Saudis’ Brazilian master teaches 
England’s Hoddle lesson in draw 


LONDON—England cuach 
Glenn Hoddle woke up Sunday 
to a hostile British press who 
slummed his team's perfor¬ 
mance in their dour and scrappy 
goalless draw against SauJi 
Arabia at Wembley on Satur¬ 
day. There was nut a favorable 
headline to he found in the 
nation's newspapers after Eng¬ 
land's worst performance since 
Huddle took charge 22 months 
ago. 


US squad stands to gain 
from firing of Iran coach 


By Grahame L. Jones 

FOR US national team .coach 
Steve Sampson, what happened 
in Rome and Amsterdam last 
week was every bit as impor¬ 
tant as what happens in Port¬ 
land. Oregon, where the US 
played Kuwait Sunday. 
Because in Rome, the less 
famous of the city’s two Seric 
A teams. AS Roma, as opposed 
to Lazio, thrashed Iran's World 
Cup team. 7-1. on Tuesday. 
The tremor set off by that dem¬ 
olition was felt all the way 
back in Tehran, where embar¬ 
rassment and anger was so 
keen that it cost Tnmislav Ivic. 
Iran's Croatian coach, his job 
within a matter of hours. 

Not many countries would 
be wilting to oust their coach a 
mere three weeks before begin¬ 
ning a grueling World Cup 
campaign, but Ivic was sent 
packing and was replaced by 
assistant Jalal Talebi. 

"Under Ivic. the national 
soccer team was rapidly 
approaching a dead end." one 
team official said. Iran will 
play its first World Cup game 
in 20 years on June 14. against 
Yugoslavia in Snint-Etienne. 
France, h then will play the 
United States on June 25 in 
Lyon, before closing the first 
round against Germanv in Paris 


on June 26. The "dead 
end'" that Ivic supposedly 
was approaching might 
look like a highway to the 
stars by Lhe time those 
three games arc over. Cer¬ 
tainly, the turmoil caused 
by this late change of 
coaches will benefit the 
US. 

All the same. Sampson 
does not believe Iran 
made a wise move. 
"Obviously, they're try¬ 
ing to make a statement." 
he said. "I’ve never seen a 
decision like this at this 
late dale. The results of it 
seem unlikely to be posi¬ 
tive. Maybe I'm wrong. 

But to my knowledge, 
even though they had a poor 
result against Roma, I think he 
(Ivic) knew where he was 
going with this team. Two of 
their most prolific players were 
missing in the match: 
Mohammed Azizzi and Ali 
Daei. Those two players make 
a big difference. 

"These are things that hap¬ 
pen in that part of the world, 
and we've grown to kind of 
expect these kinds of decisions. 
Only the Iranian (soccer) feder¬ 
ation knows what's best for 
them, given the stale of mind 
of their players and what the 
public wonts in their team 

“You have to respect the 



Coach Steve Sampson 


decision, but I question 
whether it will be of help to 
them so close to the World 
Cup." Asked whether he hod 
watched Wednesday's Euro¬ 
pean Champions' Cup Final 
between Rea! Madrid and 
Juventus in Amsterdam. Samp¬ 
son replied: "I sure did. The 
whole team watched it." Given 
that, what was Sampson's 
impression of Predrag Mija¬ 
lovic. the Yugoslav striker who 
scored the game's only goal to 
give the Spanish team its first 
European championship in 32 
years? 

"I thought he played an excel¬ 
lent match." Sampson said. “I 


thought he was u very complete 
player on the Held. Obviously, 
the goal w;ls a well-taken goal. 
He is one of those players who 
could have on exceptional 
World Cup and he's one that 
we’re going to watch very 
closely. But then again, they 
have three or four of those on 
the Yugoslav team." 

The US will play Yugoslavia 
in Nantes on June 25. in a 
match that will have special 
significance for at least two 
American squad members. One 
is midfielder Prcki Radosavl- 
jevic. who was born in Bel¬ 
grade and could well have been 
on the opposite side of the field 
on June 25 had he not chosen 
to leave Red Star Belgrade in 
1984 to pursue a career in the 
US. The other is goalkeeper 
coach Milutin Soskic. who was 
horn in R?c and was voted 
goalkeeper of the tournament 
when he played on Yugosla¬ 
via's 1962 World Cup team in 
Chile after winning a gold 
medal for Yugoslavia at the 
I960 Rome Ofympics. It will 
be up to Soskic to figure out a 
wav for Kuscy Keller. Brad 
FriedeJ and Juergen Sommer, 
the three US keepers, to keep 
Mijalovic off the scoreboard. 
No easy task. ■ 

/A Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 


England. . which 
might' have lost had 
the Saudis shown- 
greater composure in 
Irani of goal, were 

uncertain in defense, 
sloppy in midfield 
and lucked the killer 
touch in attack. 

Saudi Arabia is a 
125-1 rank outsider 
to win the World 
Cup but Hoddle 
admitted he has 
something to learn 
from the methods of 
its coach. Brazilian 
Carlos Alberto 
Parrei ra. 

Parreint. who 
steered Brazil to 
World Cup gltny in 
US *94. was origi¬ 
nally vilified in his native land 
when he siK.fi Heed traditional 
style for it more pragmatic 
approach. "Parrcira won the 
World Cup with Brazil." 
pointed out Hoddle. who leaves 
p with his 29 remaining players 
_ lor the pre-France training camp 
in Spain and final warm-up 
games against Morocco and 
Belgium on Monday. 

"They'd gone 20 yctirs but he 
did ii with a team with two 
players who could do the defen¬ 
sive job in midfield. Muuro 
Silva and Dunga. "He knew he 
had to get organized defensively 
In win the World Cup because 
that’s the way the game's gone, 
.squeezing tight, far more orga¬ 
nized. “Brazil won the World 
Cup like that Germany won 
Euro 96 with Dieter Eilts. And 
the limes when we've played 
with Batty and Paul Jnce like 
that. Georgia. Poland and 
Rome: it's hecn very difficult to 
hre.'tk us down." 

Huddle admitted that tight¬ 
ness had been missing against 
lire lightweight but Well- 
urgunized Saudis, the idea of 
a I ki wing David Beckham and 
Paul Scholcs to "slide off 
around Batty not working. With 
workratc down. England could 
not pressure the ball ra the 
important central area, meaning 
it was breaking from so deep the 
Saudis had lime to retreat in 
numbers. And in addition, the 
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Hoddle still big on Brit WC chances 


midfielders were unwilling ux 
track hack, leaving . Tony 
Adams. Gareth Southgate and 
Gory Neville exposed to Saudi 
counters at the back. 

"We weren't really giving it 
the 100 percent gun defen 
sively." conceded ' Hoddle, 
"There was a lack'of assertive¬ 
ness. We. didn't come alive 
when they had the hall at all. “In 
a friendly you sometimes don’t 
want to put the defensive work 
in. 'There were too many times 
when the hack three were left 
one on one. When luce and 
Baity are in there, that doesn’t 
happen. They shut the corridor 
between the midfield and the 
hack players and make us much 
tighter." 

Fear or picking up a World 
Cup-wrecking . .Injury . was 
another element in the sub-par 
showing, agreed Hoddle. as was 
a lack of competitive inrisive- 
ness that saw England’s chances 
gohegging. • 

Substitutes lari Wright, Lcs 
. Ferdinand and Paul Gascoigne, 
with a fierce 30-yard drive: nil 
might have stolen it tate-on but 
the blank scoreline saw ;ari 
almost apologetic feel to the 
"lap of appreciation" -td "the 
Wembley fans. “Wedidn’t have 
the cutting edge in theJasi dim! 
we hope we'll have in Froncc. 
when we'll go in all guns blaz¬ 
ing." said Hoddle. .- ■ 




Princes of desert set to ‘win it all 


AS ONE of Asia'?, two representatives in the 
World Cup in the USA in 1994. triple Asian 
Cup holders Saudi Arabia will go into the 
World Cup France"98 as a favorite. The Saudis 
reached the second round of the World Cup in 
1994. losing to eventual semi-finalist Sweden, 
and they will he keen to play on the global 
stage once again. 

Things had not looked good for Saudi Arabia 
prior u* the Asian Cup last year but a coaching 
change saw Portugal's Eduardo Yingada take 
over and their fortunes took a turn for the 
better. 

A penalty shoot-out victory over the United 



Arab Emirates gave the 
Saudis a record-equaling 
third Asian Cup in their 
fourth successive final last 
December. They then went 
on to qualify "from Group 
One of the World Cup qual¬ 
ifying round first stage with 
ease against Bangladesh. 

Malaysia and Chinese 
Taipei. 

In 1994. in their first 
appearance at a World Cup 
final round, they caused a 
sensation by finishing top 
of a group that included 
Belgium and the Nether¬ 
lands. They went on to win 
the AsiJ Cup in 1996 and so 
their qualification for rhe 
next World Cup was not 
such a surprise and the 
mood at home is not as 
euphoric as it was four 
years ago. 

A good part of the credit 
for their renewed success 
must go to German "footballer Jeveloper" Otto 
Plister. who look over as coach of the Saudis at 
the beginning of 1997 and steered them 
through the first round of qualifying matches 
into the second, where they earned a direct 
qualification place. 

But the team's lack of consistency and some 
glaring weaknesses in defence were probably 
the factors that led to the association's decision 
(o release Pfistcr and replace him with one of 
the world's best known coaches. Carlos 
Alberto Parrcira. the man who led 8razil tn the 
world tide in 1994. He will have noted quickly 
that in terms of technique and speed his new 
squad can he compared with the best, hut That 
in scoring goals they are in dire need of 



improvement. Against non-Asian teams in (he 
FIFA Confederations Cup they scored just one 
goal in three games, making their weakness 
obv imi.x for all to see. 

While Saccd Oweiran. their Ivst striker in 
1994. jv hack tin the team, he seems to be far 
from mp inrm Potential great performances 
from goalie AI Deaycn and' prime mover Hus¬ 
sain Ahdclghuni will hardly be enough to see 
them do a repeal of their performance in the. 
heat n| Florida and eel them through in a group 
that includes ihc host country. Denmark and 
South Africa. 

Probable Squad 

Player iCIuht: Mohammed al Deavc-j (Tact, 


Mohammed al Khlawr (lihihad). Ahmed Jamil 
Madani ilttihad). Abdullah Zcbramawi(AMi). 
Ahmed ai Dossarv (HilalK Hussein 5uhuman 
t Ahlii. Mohammed al Jahani t Ahli). Khantis ai 
Oweiran iHilulj. Khamis alZahrani UuihadL 
ihruhim al Harbi (Nasr), Khalid al Temawi 
iHilal). Khalid al Muwaiid (Ahl). Fuad Amin 
< Shabab). Hamza Saleh l Ahtij. Abdul Aziz al 
Dossury (Ittifaq). Obeid ai Dosary (Wehda). 
Youssef a I Thmuyan (Hfial), Ibrahim al Shah- 
ram (Ahli). Salem SarouFal Alawi (Shabab). 
Mohammed al SahalT flruhad), Saeed a! Owd- 
ran (Shabab). Sami al Jaber (Hilal). Fahad al 
Mctulel (Shabab)! and Hussein a| Sadiq (Qadi- 
siyahi ■ 


Poe felled midfield by fractured femur 

■ -N0RCIA, Italy—Mart Foe. key midfielder of Cameroon „ 

World Cup ream, broke, bis left leg during a training sess 
and is out of the tournament ■' is 

Foe, who played with Lens in the French league this year. - 
undergoing treatment in France. He was injured Saturday. • 
who debuted with Cameroon in the 1994 World Cup. was 0 *■ 

sought by Manchester United for. next season. 

Japan checks Czechs 

■ TOKYO—Using.the man-to-man defense it has been poiisn- 
ine for its.first World Gw game against Argentina. Japan, ne ■ 
the Czech Republic'to a scoreless, tfe. Sunday. T tbmkwe ca 
go with-lhis. defense.-" coach Takeshi .Okada said ajter 

- game: played be fore a -crowd >o f67,0i)0 aithe-InterniUtonal y w ' 

Italy bans trade plans during Cup tourney 

■ FLORENCE. Holy—Players in Italy’s World Cup warn 

won’t be traded by 

clubs during, the soccer 

■ tournament in France. 

National team - officials 
said" Sunday that the bon 
" 'on transfer negotiations of 
' Italian players for the dura¬ 
tion of the World Cup wits 
intended to - ovoid undue,. 

' inconveniences - to- their 
concentration. Some ^stars', 
such as" Roberto Baggio, 

Qiao Baggio. Angelo Di 
Lryio and Alessandro Costacurra. may change clubs next 
-season. • - 

RenewedAndertoa ready.to join England 

■ LONDON—A tit erbareiy playing: tor .Tottenham during the 
past two seasons: Injury-prone "Wing Darren Andertem was 
delighted to have lasted 90 minutes for England. 

Because of a nagging-groin injury. AnUenon played only 14 
games last season arid didn't, make any regular appearances 
until the final five games of this season. "The hig thing is that I 
have got 90 minutes; under my hell for England and. although it 
was difficult, the important filing was that l.did it." said Andcr- 
xpri; who now has. to convince coach Glenn Hoddle he's worth 
taking to the.Worid Cup. 

Saturday's appearancenfa 0-0.tic against-'Saudi Arabia was 
'.Anderton's 17th Tor England, but his first 1 since the European 
Championship scitiifirihL. "Tin riot kidding myself: I'd riot 
played an intern at ion al for Lwo ycars/'Andciton said. "1 feel fit 
and I’ve played five games now although I'm hot'sure uhnui 
my form.”. * 

r - New Iran coach In debut win over inter ' 

COMO. Italy—-Sparked by ^new' caich! arid by iwa goals.by 
forward Ali Daei, Iran beat UEFA Cup champion Inlemazio- 
nale ' . ”• of “ 'Milan:' '4-1 Satur¬ 

day in an "exhibition 
game. In.its first game 
since : : Jalal, •. Talebi- 
replaced Tomislav Ivic 
as coach bn. Iran fell 
behind when. Uru¬ 
guayan .Forward Alvaro 
Recoba scored in the 
41st minute: Kiari tied 
the score in the 71st 
minute, -and^Dief.’ 
newly signed by Bayerp 
Munich, scored twice in 
a three-minute span. 

Karim Bagheri. ’ con¬ 
nected with one minute 
remaining. 

Inter, which finished 
second. Jn the Italian- v 

League, was missing many key players who arc with their 
.national; teams, including Taribo _ West of Nigeria. Italian 
sweeper Giuseppe Bergomi and Javier Zanetti. ;. 


Brazillan coach Irked by hie own salary 

KINGSTON,. Jamaica—Rene Sirooes..the Brazilian soccer 
coach who led Jamaica to its first World Cup appearance, 
stunned the island's soccer officials by saying he will quit in 
October. ; - - , . : .. 

Simbes said, he was angry because a newspaper reported his 
$220,000 salaiy last week. His salary is paid fiy private compa¬ 
nies sponsoring the team. "To prim my salary was in poor 
taste." the 45-year-old Simoes said. . 


Ba, Anelka ( get the boot* from Jacquet . 

CLAIREFONTAINE. Fraricc—^AC Milan's Ibrahim Ba’. ami 
Arsenal, teenager-Nicolas- Anelka were among six players cut 
Saturday as-France coach Aime: Jacquet picked his World Cup 
roster. Jacquct's 22-man'roster included seven from the Italian 
League, four.from England's Premier League, one from Spain, 
one. from Germany aiuFnine home-based players. 

The roster: 

Goalkeepers:.. . • •'•••• - - 

Irabien Brntbez. fAS 
Monaco). : • Bfitnard 
Lama (West. Ham, 

England); Lionel 
Chaibonnier ; 

(Auxerre) 

Deferafers: Laurent 
Blanc (Olyrapique 
Marseille). : Vincent 
Candela, (AS Roma, 
ftaiy), Marcel Des*'lly 
(AC - Milan, . Italy). 

Frank Leboeuf (Chel¬ 
sea, England).' Lilian 
Thuraxn -.. (Panna. 

Italy). Alain Bqghos- 
stan (Sampdbriri bf 
Genoa. Italy); Bixeme 
Lizarazu (Bayern 
Munich, Gerriutny) 

.- Midfielders: Didier 

Deschamps (Juventus 

of Turin, Italy); Cbrisr 
tian Karembeu (Rea) Madrid^Spain). Emmanuel Petit (Arsenal 
England), Patrick Vieira (Arsenal. England). Zinedine Zidane 
(Juventus of Turin, Jiaiy), Yptm- Djorkaeff (Intemazionjde of 
Milan..Italy),- : . r A.,’. ^ ...' V' .Y. 

' Forwards: Bernard Dkwiede (Auxerre)^ 6iristophe. Duearrv 
fOIympique MarseUteVStephaoe. Gurvar<h (AuxerreT, Thierry 
Henry (AS Monaco). Robert Fires (Metz). David Trezfi:«»uei 
(AS Monaco). ■ - ** 




Mondial ‘firiendlies’ scoreboard 


AS Roma 7,'Iran I. 

SKortra %Jamaica 1 
S Korea O. lHraaica 0 
Argoitine I. CinleO 
Norway 5, Mexico-2 . 

Saudi Arabia 0. England 6 
• Mexico 0. Ireland 0 

Qrfombb % Scotland 2?/l. 
Monpellier 3, Morocco I'-r* 
Qiile‘2. Uruguay 2 
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La D&apole, un foyer de culture au milieu des «barbares» pm venmiqueAim-Nymek 



I 


Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


f a /r P^ c ?l fo ^ e xe definit comme une confederation de cites 
Heuenisees . pour la plupart situdes sur le plateau 
transjordanien et le Homan (Philadelphia, C eras a, Pella, 

/ n- ^ 'ehtite politique ayant un territoire propre, 

ia uecapole nesemhle appanutre qu 'an Ier siecle de notre ire.. 

Mais avant d'etre politiques, tes liens qui unissent ces citds 
satti surtout culturels et existent dijh a I'epoque helldnistique. 

^tmees entre deux grandes puissances simitiques, le royaume 
Jjfu a l ouest et au nord et le royaume nabateen au sad et a 
i est, ces viUes sc caraetdrisent par rtn attachement d la culture 

£22“*, ? ^ ent pour Preserver cc foyer de civilisation 
ncciaentale -a leurs yeux la civilisation tout court- au sein d'un 
envtronnement qui lew est parfois profondement hostile. Us 
222*5 lcUrS , voains ' Particulieremeni avec les Juifs . 

etaient houleuses depuis la clutte dc /'empire seleucide qui T > c j * r- *. 

ouvran le champ aux convoitises des uns et des autres. La L am P hMatre Sud a Jerash. 



Dicapole, e'est dgalement, au ntiHeu des mdmanehia 
orientates, une vie. civiqae foodie sur les institution 
dfmocratiques greeques „• C’est une vie euUurcUe intern* p^ee 
nombre de spectacles, festivals et contours: Ckttque tidiest 
dotie (Tun theatre qm reprisente it lot seal le signe qau la 
vUle n'appartientpas au mottde «barbare». On voit swrgir 
elite asteBecta e Be qui inscrit dans I’histoire les turns de 
plusieurs pkdosophes et hommes de lettrex. La DicapoU est 
fuudanent an urbanisms monumental d’iiuphqtian 
mMiterraneenne qui dresse ses colonnes & Panic du tUstn. 

On comprtnd des tors cdsiment que la conquete nmaine en M 
63 av. J. C. sot ressenth r comme une dchrrance pour Ces citis 
sotumses aux spheres d'influences «barbare%» deptas la chute 
des Sileucides- Pour cHcbrer I’dvenement, etin invtitTt rjTt des 
ires nouveOes et calculem leurs dates it porter de cede anaie. 


# eS 


—^ B Politique 

Goriace comme un syndicat pro 

iz “ ,a r mi " e derniir °‘“ ** 

confiance». MalZfL wwSfS’? s .°ao-Prpfessionnelle s jouissent de ma 

S j^^ ltc ^ m ^ s P ar ^ es isl amisles^ que'jFimaiFsurla’^c&ne'Dolitiaii* 

?l“ ilac * abat at- _ v 


. v /#: s 



«AI-Naqabat a i- 

Mihaniyah-. c'esl-a-dirc en 
unihe lilieral. -ties syndicats 
pmtessionnels’*. constituent 
une composanie majeure de la 
vie eeonomique. politique et 
MJeiale du pays. Pres de 31000 
mjcnicurs. 9000 mcdecins. 
WKK) m-enicurs aaronomes. 
5500 pharmaciens. 5000 avo- 
cats. 41)00 deniiste.v 3000 infir- 
micr.s et infirmicres. 2500 en¬ 
trepreneurs. 2000 ycoloaues 
1500 v cterinaire.s. 500 artistes. 
40f» ecrivains. 360 joumalistes 
ct I5D comptables : au total, 
une force heteroclilc denviron 
7_.000 membres. A priori rien 
. t . r ^ s ^tlrayant mais ces asso¬ 
ciations ont su s’orsaniser au 111 
du temps. 


Fortes tetes 

Les premieres tavocals, den- 
tistes et mcdecins) ont vu le 
jour au dchutdes annees 50. 
Les pharmaciens et les in<’e- 
meurs four cinhofient le pas^en 
1 157. Dix ans plus uini. e'est ie 
lour des ingenicurs aeronomes. 
Les autres associations naissent 
dans les annees 70. Cette emer¬ 
gence de umupemenLs de ca¬ 
dres et dc pm less ions liberalcs 
cst . consequence directe dc la 
nice des fames Jordumens vers 
les universites. Or. la premiere 
Lieu lie jordanienne n*a ete eta- 
bhe qu en 1962. Us jcunes 
panent done a i'etranger. Les 
pants politiques clandestins 
(comniuniste. haathiste...) ac- 
enrdaient ainsi des bourses aux 
jeunes pour pounsuivre leurs 
etudes supericures dans les ■ 
pays social is tes.. en Svrie ou en 
Irak-. C'csi d'aillcure une des 
raisons de ia pnfitisation des fu- 
turssyndicats. 

D autrcs choisissaient d'allcr 
ctudier en Egypte ou. sous le 
regime socialisant dc Nasser. 

Ics droits d'entreic etaient peu 
clevis Pi us tanj- dans |es an _ 
nees 70 les ^percussions du 
huom petrol ier ont permis a dc 
nombreuses lamilles d’envoyer 





leurs fils it i'etranger a leurs 
frais. Pour toute cette ge’nern- 
tmn. le diplome universitaire 
etaii devenu le visa indispensa¬ 
ble pour acceder a la promotion 
sociafe. D'autant que la Jorda- 
nie. en pleine modernisation, 
ava/t besoin de cette main 
d reuvre qualifiee pour amclior- 
er I'fitat de ses services (santd 
education, eau. electricity, 
voiene etc...). Le gouveme- 
ment etait meme pret a doubler 
les salaires pour retenir mede- 
ctns ou ingenieurs attires par 
les controls aUdchams des pav* 
du Golfe. 

Arme$ de dipldmes et ap- 
puyfe sur la classe moyenne et 
une parrie de la classe popu- 
laire, les syndicats profession- 
nels jouent ires tot un role poli- 
oque importanL Leurs 
membres sont sou vent cultiv&s 
et disposent d'une conscience 
politique avanciSe ct d'un cer¬ 
tain prestige au sein de la so¬ 
ciety du fait de leur profession 
(surtout les a vocals, les mede- 
cins ou les ingenieurs). De 


nombreuses personnalites poli¬ 
tiques (ministres. depute, op- 
posants...i sont d'ailleurs issues 
de leun* rongs : Pentreprcneur 
Ali Abou Ragheb. le mtfdccin 
Mamdouh Abbadi. I'avocat Ka- 
mal Nasser et bien sur. 
empechcur de tourner en rond 
Leith ChbeilaL ancien depute et 
anctcn president de 1‘Ordre des 
ingymeure. De fait il cst diffi¬ 
cile pour lc pouvoir exficutif de 
monipuler ces fortes tetes. A 
contrano les ouvriers. pouriant 
plus nombreux. sont plus male- 
ables car ils subissent de plein 
fouet la crise economique. ont 
une faible conscience politique 
et une organisation svndicale 
tnefficace. 

Contre-pouvoir 

Bien enracindes dans la vie 
productive et sneiale du pavs. 
*es associau'ons socio- 
professionnelfes onl su earontir 
aussi leur independancc en met- 
tant sur pied leurs propres 
caisses d'dpargnc, leurs aides 
au logemem. leurs fonds pour 


j # Societe 

, "“spice n’est pas ce que l’on croit 

on rencontre des «vieux» heureux. 1 


la rciraitc et la security sociale. 
Et ladhcsion obligaioire au 
syndicat pour tout nouveau 
venu dans la profession leur 
permet de rcnouvclcr en per¬ 
manence leurs clTcctifs. 

Brel', depuis le debut, bien 
qua priori de caracterc strietc- 
mem prol'cssionnel. elles sc 
sont intercssces uux grandes 
questions nationales. De 1957 it 
1992. periodc pendant laquellc 
Ics partis politiques etaient in- 
terdtts. les associations etaient 
au.x avant-posies pour les liber- 
tds puhliquex* la levee ,des iois 
martiales. le soutien aux Pales- 
ttniens ou, encore .ia solidarity.,, 
avee les.Irakiens. Cette opposi¬ 
tion larvce fsouvent plus effi- 
cacc que telle Jcs partis poli¬ 
tiques rt-habilites apres 1992) a 
snuvem gend le pouvoir en 
place. Rccemmcm. Jcs syndic- 
ats om lance une eampagne de 
boycott Jcs electrons legisla¬ 
tives 1997. cn echo ■, cell! des 
partis deposition en particuJi- 
cr le Front d'Action Islamique. 

Dc mcmc. ils sc sont engages 


dans la iutte contre Ja normali¬ 
sation avee Israel. 

Dn contre-pouvoir. done, 
que les gnuvernements suces- 
sils nm vainement tente' de t€- 
durrc. Ddj’a en 197S. un haul 
rcspnnsablc conscilkut aux diri- 
guunis des associations dc nc 
plus soccupcr dc cc qui ne les 
rcgarxlait pas ct dc •husser la 
ptihtrquc rtitx politicians *. En 

novembre 1988. le rddnetcuren 
chef du quotidien AF-RaV Rakan 
Majali timpose par Jc gouveme- 
ment) attuquait vinlemment les 
associations, a son avis, -trop 
/Wi/tar.v*. La rdplique a ytd 
immddiatc. Elies ont donny la 
cmisignc a leurs membres de 
hoycoticr lc journal cc qui l’a 
allaihli iTnancierement! 

Depuis trois ans. les gouver- 
nants manifestent llniention de 
r _ -/yglcr le problcme des associa- 
tmns- : certains vculcm les 
- reorganiser- ou 
-profcssituinafiscr •. d’autres 

esiimcni que -I'ud/icsuiii ublig- 
moire u tltmnv lieu « Ui dicta - 
tore dune minaritc cl quelle 
cst inetinipaiihle mtr les 
OrnilA de iHomme*. 11 y a 
quclqucs moix encore, lc gou- 
vemcmcm souhaitait dissoudre 
les caisscs d’epargne des asso- 
ciaitotis. Pace a la vague des 
protestations ct aux mesures 
preventives prises par Ics dif- 
Icrcms ordrcs. le dassicr u dte ! 
rapidement classe sans suite. \ 
Dysormais le rfgime semble , 
. prffejer la conciliation.avec des , „ 
syndicats aujourd'hui dominys ' “ 
la plupart par.-lesi.iislarr, 
mistcs. Au moment ou les s 
perspectives de paix ]| 
s assnmbrissent ct ou la situa- p 
lion economique et sociale « 
s'aggruye dans lc pays, le geste le 
du rot. il y a une semaine. signi- tl 
fre que I'heure n'est pas a la dr- te 
vcrgence mais pluLot a la con- fr 
vcrycncc nationalc. ■ pi 


Variites -•■•-j. 

Le charme de la chanson politiqi 

Iln \ a pas que l’amour qui fait vendre. Nasser Irshaid^fm. 
Jordanien de 31 ans, le prouve avec son succes Com&ehf- 
chanter, un hymne engage pour la liberteet la justk&£f.y : 


«Je veux prouver que 

la voix du chanteur peut etre 
mieux ecoulee que ceUe des 
homines politiques*. Reeard dc 
deft. Nasser Irshaid sail erfrs 
bien gu'il detonne en disant 
cela. A 31 ans. ce chanteur est 
presque une curiosity dans le 
monde de la musique arabe. 
Premifirement. il cst Jordanien 
quand les. ados se pament en 
majority pour les Libanais, Jes 
Egyptiens ou les Irakicns. Mats 
surtout il prefere chanter 1a pol- 
tUque et les realitys quoti- 
dtennes plutot que J’amour. 
Un handicap qui nc sembie pas 
I inquidter plus que cela : «J C 
garde un optintisme a tota crin 
malgre les cpreuves de la vie ' 
car mon metier cxige tine mo¬ 
rale equilibree ct aussi une 
sorte d'inrelligcnce sociale •. 


Suleiman Sweiss 


prison, decompositon 
dc la Jamillc. A 1'ide‘e de placer 
leurs parents dans une maison 
dc rciraitc. la plupart des Jorda- 
mens s indjgnem : - Dieu rn 'cn 
preserve-, drscnt-il.s. juste ment 
pour des misuns rcligreuses. 
L islam met cn eardc les 
lidclcs cuntre le manque de re¬ 
spect et la dcsoheissance □ 
leurs parents surtout quand ils 
ont I .ice dc la sagesse et con- 
■scille de ne jamais ics ndgligcr 
qucilcs que soient les" cir- 
constances. -J',ii une uii-re qui 
r :Y vicille a \ r plaint 
a incontinence mais jc ne 
pcn\e pus ii la placer duns une 
maison dc repos car jc troiive 
que cela scran un aetc mhu- 
mutn *7/i# hi religion ni la soci- 
etc ne I'admrticiir ». declare par 
cxemplc Abu-Rasse. un chauf¬ 
feur de taxi. Aux principes re- 
tigicux s'ajoutcnt Jes traditions 
ancestry Ics qui transl'ormcnt le 
placemcm en hospice en acie 


gi. Tx» 

■ m. 


honteux qu'il vaut mieux ca- 
cher. 

•Si jc me is mes ttarents dans 
une maison de relraite. je ne 
merite pas d'etre rcspecte. 
C omment demander le respect 
d aturtti alors que je nc rc- 
spectc meme pas cclui qui , n „ 
elecc r». 5'imerroge Ahmad, 
un chef d'entreprisc. Dans ce 
cltmat suspicieux ct hostile, la 
construction d'hospiccs rel&ve 
en Jordanie^ d’un ph^ncmene 
recent qui peine a 6 merger alore 
^ e ^ ans tous les pays industri¬ 
alises. ces ytablissemcnts sont 
devenus rndispensables. Dar 
Al-Tyafa est la plus grande et la 
plus ancienne maison de rc- 
traite de Jordanic. «Ce names 
fenimes jordaniennes vouluient 
uidcr Ct S'occupcr des per- 
sonnes dgees. En 1971. dies 
ont alors forme une petite asso¬ 
ciation », racontc le directeurde 
I hospice. Ahmad Rababa. Lc 
nombre de patients qu'elles om 


soignti n'a depuis cette date 
cessy d’augmentcr si bien 
qu en 1979. une vraie maison 
de retraite a ytc hatic sous lc 
nom de vDar Al-Tyafa-. e'est- 
i-dire «maison de reception- 
Aujourd'hui e'est I'unc des 
deux mnisons de rciraitc cn 
Jordanic et ia seule publique. 

Les locataires dc Dar Al- 
Tyata ne sont pas des ■•vieux* 
abandonnes par des enfants in- 
gniLs. Au contrarrc. la majority 
d entrc eux som des peraonnes 
agecs avec des prohiemes dc 
same physique ou psvcholo- 
gique graves qui nyccssitent un 
sutvi permanent par des spycia- 
listes ou encore des mam ics ct 
des papis qui n'ont plus de fa- 
niille pour Ics prendre cn 
charge. C'est le cas de Yousra. 
85 ans: -Jc suis ici depuis 
long temps. Je suis cclihaudrc 
ct n at phis dc Jinnil/e. Jc suis 
maludc et j'ai besoin de soins 
mcdicaux /vrniancnts. C'est 


--~r ^ar.«apjjs. 
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'etat de sante des personnes agees necessite parfois des soins importants. 



pour cette raison que jc n'ai 
pas pn raster a I'hdpitaf ct que 
i i ti chaisi dc venir dans cede 
inaisan de retraite ». L'un des 
mcdecins de 1‘hospicc. Abed 
Al-Ruhim. confirmc eerie fnne- 
Uon dc refuge : •Sons mans 
une viciflc femme hundicapec 
qui a tmmre ici de f affection et 
dc / occupation. Car cite n'a 
/his d'enfunis fhvir s'occupcr 
d'cllc Surtout Dar Al-Tyal'a 
n a rien a \oir avec un hopitaJ. 
Les paiienLs peu^ent y vivrc 
presque normalcmcm. pratiquer 
leurs ioisirs preferes ou sonir 
pour sc pmmener nu fairc le 
marche. ••Cette maison cst unc 
sourer de jute et d'espoir pour 
niui. Les mcdecins s'nccupcm 
dc ma saute et je m'adonm- it 
ma passion pour le dcssm*. te- 
moigne Issu. 64 ans. sous de- 
pcndancc sanitaire a la suite 
d un accident. Pour lc dircc- 
teur. son etahlisscmcnt e>L ainsi 
I espace pn\itcgie' de la recom¬ 
position d'un environnemcm 
fanuiial. 


Maud its soient mes fils 

Pdurtant les locataires de Dar 
AI-Tyafa nc sum pnis rous aussi 
siitslaits J'y vjvrc leurs tier- 
nier.s jours. -Je ne suis pas lieu- 
reuse d'etre in. je prejercrais 
ia mart plutot que de continuer 
ninsi. J 'aimcruis hien mourner 
we pamu mes fits <•# petits- 
Ids-, sangloic Oum Ziad. 75 
Jns. qui malgre dix enfams. vh 
dtins la maison dc retraite dc- 

P?, . d L\ anil - Ouant a Oum 
KaleJ. /? ans. die nc cache pas 
sa cnlcrc ct n fiesite pas a mau- 


1 J,rc - s “ descendance : -Dieu nc 
’ fHirdunncra jamais mes fds qui 
' m inn jehv ici et nc viennent 
' meme /ms me voir*. 

* ..P CN . enfants. coupables 
d ingratitude cl d'irrcspcct a 
' 1 c t’ urd d e parents qu'ils exilcm 

dans un hospice, conrrc leur 
grc Mis en accusnu'on. ils sc 
ucrcndcni cn invoquant le 
manque dc temps ou de moyens 
■ -Ma mere est nuilade et die a 
besoin dc soins permanents et 
a un »• mi role continuel. Ma 
fenune ct moi. nous travailbns 
tons tes deux. 11 n V a personne 
d autre pour s'occupcr d'elle • 
exphque Ahmad. •Jr nc peux 
ptts m oecuper dc mon pere. il 
est iiitdtide crje siu's celibatairc, 
jc travuillc douze hcurcs par 
jour. Que puis-jc faire ? Je n'ai 
pas lc choix-. insiste Zaki de 
*nn c„tc. Aulan , dc 

paniculiercs qui nc peu vent for¬ 
mer unc gtSneralitc. 

^Au bout du compte. demeure 
neanmoins cette mauvaise impu¬ 
tation des maisons de relraite 
confidences a tort comme un 
moycn de sc debarrasser des 
personnes ugyes. Dar AI-Tyafa 
tente de depasser ccs pryjugys 
cn organisunt avec des ecoles ou 
des associations, des excur- 
sions. des joumyes thyairales ou 
mcmc des visits lors de fEtes 
rcligtcuscs ou nationales. Une 
dc briscr ia solitude de ecs 
'■icux messieurs et vieilles 
dames et de leur montrer que la 
society ne Ics a pas oublies. ■ 

Textes et photos: 

Fa tin Najib 


ires Micro cf or 

Ug- Sourire jusqu'aux orcilles 
ui- costume classique. Nasser a le 

die look du parfait syducteur- 

hv chevalier servant mais cc jon- 
a gleur de mots a pnSfyry s ouvrir 
m- monde. Son troisifcme album 

Ire P ar,e ainsi des difllcultys du 
io- tiers-monde : rJc ne suis pas 
Ics '■‘ttemteur engage, nuance-t- 

■es nm ‘ s J oi quand meme.envie 
if. de purler Jcs histoires des 
ite Dans Comment chanter. 

il condamne le racismc en par- 
, tant d un simple constat; nous 
sommes tous ygaux et nous 
avons- les memes droits *de -vm».. 
~ cn . paix. Gene-chanson id--- 
ur, inmoigne du regard sans oomptow; > 
' . pays occidentaux sur 

x le tiers-monde et de rinstability . 

i- politique de notre hfgibn : 

e «C est l'image sombre qu‘amt 

e les Occidentaux vis-a-vis du 

- tiers-monde explique le chan- 

teur. Un thfeme qui depasse les 
. frontidres du monde arabe . 

puisque la chanson a 6t£ tra- ' 
duite par des po&tes en Afrique 
; du Sud. qui y ont reconnu la ' 
souffrance du peuple africain.- . 

• Ce tube a obtenu le micro d'or 
lore du dernier festival de ia 
chanson arabe en 1996 S Bah- ■ 
reTn. Uh succis qui lance defi- 
nitivement la cam'yre de Nasser 
aprfes des dybuts bdsitams. 

En 1985. il a 19 ans et part 
tenter sa chance en Egypte • 

• C'est le centre de tous les gen- 
res de la musique arabe. Et . 
puis les Egyptiens ont du gold, 
ils som capables de faire la. dif- . 

ference entre les bans et mau- 
vais chan tears*, raconte-t-il 
toujoura avec ccl air de d£fl. 

Mais aprfcs une tentative ratec 
avec un groupe de variete. il 
dycide de rentier en Jordanic. 

Se succfcdem one serie de par¬ 
ticipations au festival dc jyrosh 
et _ diverses collaborations 
collectives avunt le succcs de 
son premier album solo. 

Fon de sa toute nouvelle c6- 
lebnie. Nasser Irshaid travaillc 
aujourd'hui sur son prochain al¬ 
bum avec rimmense Ka«m ■ 
Al-Saher qui lui ycrii les pa- ~ 
roles. Plus que jamais if vein 
continuer sur la voie des chan- 
sons S themes graves et sb- 
neux : au programme, le travail 
des enfams ou la peur dc 
rOcrident a I'dgard de I'islam 


Comment chan¬ 
ter, une chan¬ 
son dans la- 
queUe Nasser Ir¬ 
shaid condamne 
le racisme. Les 
• paroles ont 
meme ete tra - 
duties par des 
poetes africains 
qui y ont recon¬ 
nu la souffrance 
de leur peuple. 
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PSofe 

son premier al- 
9nte ensuite k Paris, 

: sur maqoette, 

? fes rejetteht- D dS- 
f consent & lui &rire 


v 5. L ‘£&s sr 


’ ~;V: ■ ^t/renebatre enfin 

. tubes, 

•• • afEcbes. Pas- 

O •ntJnUpe -fit musique, je su& 
P^^ftien^autrenemeretient id Rien.Iqg' 

■■ 
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Yoossef Abu Saleh en tdurnke d^ k nord Je UcFraiice. 

G’^st la vie 



Exposition I ^ 

(voir photo) uUroiliy wSjiS? 
des poriers tunisiens Un avec 
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Festival welds high art, lo w comedy 

on ‘surreal merriment’ 


By Nigel Andrews 


J 


Qllh 


"n |w 


■* ^ ABSURDITY IS the movie flavour of the 
•. 5 ‘J*f CaiUrcs R jnj; Festival And. what other 

m °° d C0UW P 0 *^ .** tiie 

Dignity and indignity, high ariand iow 
mouve have fought j t dm almost .'evenr 
night. This is a festival where theleogfcaf 
raovre queues has been dictated 
?'^ ent u thail by censorehfppalavtts 
42 VonTner’s^S 

?Ll4 d S0, °^ ^fippiocss 7 : ; This-o a 
festival m- which cinema-goers 7 ted no 
sooner commemorated a great crooner's 
death—with a Sinatra, song played over the' 

b3 L a ^ Mpectfii! 
stleoce—Hhan a completely baftny KW 

nese film unspooled full of Hollywood- 
'■> spoofing musical numbers. (For. " 
read on.) And on one night pf torrential 
4* ra,n * °^y Fellini could have done justice 
to the dinnerjackets and Givenchy dresses' 
.blown about and drenched by the irrcver- 
enr elements. » 

. Sometimes, though, the sublime and 
ridiculous are synonymous,, or at least 

MTnhintic 


symbiotic. 

Idiots” is the film all. Cann es was wait- 


f- 



™ «« v^tuncs was wait¬ 

ing for, mainly because it has .thrown Dan¬ 
ish censors for a loop with; its bdef yet 
intense sexual close-ups. Those who came, 
to ogle, however, stayed to marvel. The 
scene is merely one jaw-dropper In a spec- ' 
tacuiarly unnerving , comedy ftom pen- 


. top erf ant terrible. ■ 

■ A group of ooioi&nne-dwdllhg friends 
masquerade as mental retards, going out 
m® streets, restaurant? or public -places to 
embarrass the citizenry. Filmmaker Trier 
aottn’t .ajnderau or contone. We must 
decide if this is creel recreational mockery 
JJT 6 ®! attempt by the-fneods, as one puts 
: #2 in touch with their inner idiots." 

; Tbe film is never funny without being 
shocking, and never stocking without 
-beutg thought-provoking. The mood- 
swings are dazzling; we cut in an-instant 
from custard-pie feme to social honor, 
from the ‘athletic’ workopt that so worries 
. Je Copenhagen censoics to a chastely ten¬ 
der low scene. - Idiots’ proves Trier him¬ 
self the most versatile auteur, in the busi¬ 
ness, 'pie Golden Palm has a clear winner, 
. rfthc jury has thenerve to reco gnize it 
■■ ‘Ha ppine-s’, shown in the .non- 
'competitive Directors Fortnight, has been 
die sleeper of the sideshows. Where Todd 
Solondz’s only previous feature 'Welcome 
Tp T he EteflhoBie-' - was a gnomic black 
comedy about teenage life, this is a broad- 
sweep social-sexual satire, a sort of ‘Short 
Cuts , on a long fuse. The cast comprises 
three sisters and. half-a-dozen connecting 
characters, including, a woebegone shrink 
-(Dylan Baker), a precocious pubescent 
. boy, and a walking laundry bag of sexual 
neuroses unforgettably played by ‘Boogie 
Nights’ ‘ Philip Seymour Hoffman. 

The film’s explosive themes, will prob¬ 


ably ensure as long a sojourn as ‘Idiots* in 
the office of the censor. But too much 
snipping and cutting would rein the power 
ato charm of a film that presents human 
desire as a vast planetary curse: one pro¬ 
viding surreal merriment at best, ai worst 
holding an instructive mirror to our deep¬ 
est natures. 

Hal Hartley's enigmatic ‘Henry Fool’ is 
yet another dark yet briskly comic psycho¬ 
logical adventure in which a mystery 
stranger . (Thomas Jay Ryan) briskly 
seduces a family’s womenfolk before turn¬ 
ing the son into a literary genius, fit is Pas¬ 
olini’s Theorem' gone to New England.) 
And in Taiwan’s The Hole'.. 

. Well, in The Hole', what exactly? I 
called the film barmy earlier, but it is of 
course as barmy as a fox. A giant absurdist 
caprice from Tsai Ming-Iiang. who made 
the more sober if no less cryptic prize¬ 
winners ‘Long Live Love' and The 
River’, the movie is also a wonderfully 
cheeky fable of birth, sex and regression. 
As a young tenant (Ming-liang regular 
Yang Kwei-mei) and Ids downstairs 
female neighbor battle with n city gripped 
by rain, disease and mysterious agorapho¬ 
bia, their very apartments seem to perform 
a mating rituaL 

Fluids are exchanged (rain-leaks): ori¬ 
fices ore opened up (hole in boy's floor); 
body-pans inserted (boy sticks a swinging 
leg through). And the film goes beyond a 
comical cryptogram about sex: it hints at 


other fundamentals. Is the hero trying to 
get back to the womb? Is the whole of 
water-swept humanity trying to get back to 
the ocean? like all great minimalist art. 
from Japanese haikus to Beckett. Ming- 
liung uses the trivial to open up the 
infinite. 

Elsewhere Cannes has been the usual 
crash course in global celluloid, one for 
which a crash helmet is sometimes needed 
m survive. Concussed by Hou Hsiao- 
hrien's ‘Flowers Of Shanghai', a series of 
weighty tableau r—barely —vivanis set in a 
Jim-lit brothel, you then move to the 
Greek-Australian ‘Head On’ (gay life with 
a hand-held camera) or France’s 'La 
CIussc Dc Neige’ (sensitive growing-up 
tele scuppered by grand guignol payoff) or 
the Iranian 'The Apple’. 

This last was popular with some, who 
compared it with that other Tehran trou¬ 
vaille first hailed at Cannes. The White 
Balloon’.The real-life story behind Samira 
MakhmalhaPs dramatized documentary is 
intriguing Two young sisters were shut up 
by their parents for 12 years—unwashed, 
u'n exercised, uneducated—until social 
workers freed them. But the liberation 
story wc watch on screen is more ambigu¬ 
ous. How much was staged, or restaged. 
Tor the camera? Were scenes ad-libbed or 
scripted? Are we watching fact, fiction, or 
fable? 

More honesu even exultant, in its aes¬ 
thetic bewilderments and multiple- 



exposures was Nanni MoreUi’s ‘Aprile*. 
With Roberto Benigni's ‘La Vita E Bella* 
this provided a dual Italian high point in 


r 




l 




By Amy Wallace 


to hot shot overnight 


CANNES. France—The battle to buy^he first com¬ 
mercial discovery of tbe f998 Cannes International 
. Film Festival began quietly enough. _ 

No one had seen ‘Waking Ned”, a comedy made 
with no movie stars by « British firet-time writer- 
directof, before ite first screening otvMooday after¬ 
noon. -TTie 33-year-old filmmaker. Kick To nes had 
just driven the print down from London—a; 15-hour 
trip—because plane tickets were too expensive. He. 
didn’-t even have any promotional-posters. 


"Cannes is so raiich about hype, but we just 
e back door.” Jones -raid of his film. 


snuck in the __ __ 

Snuck in, that is. and took the place by storm. 


thing, moreover, about this year’s festival, which 
features^, few “audience pleasers" that have not 
already been bought by distributors. 

.. . Before the festival began, Miramax bought two 
i popular films in competition.here—Todd Haynes’ 
‘Velvet Goldmine’ and Roberto Benigni’s ‘Life Is 
■ Beautiful' Similarly, Todd Solondz’s much talked 
about 'Happiness' arrived in Cannes already repre- 
' seated, by. October. '■ 

‘ 2>0 ‘Waking Ned’, which is not officially con- 
nectedto the festival but is screening at the film 
vmariceL- waS a welcome surprise. Especially after 
wpnf got around that it could be another ‘Full 
- Monty’—-the British blockbuster, made for less 
tban'$4 milIion, that has grossed $247 million to 


On Tuesday, just .20 hours after distritajore goi, / datefhr Fox Searchlight, 
their first look. Fox Searchlight; bought the. com- ’' . Jones, a commercial director who lives in Lon- 
edy. which chronicles what happens to a tiny. Irish ; . -don, said he based his film on a tiny newspaper 
village when one of its residents wjns the,lottery,; • ?cfjpping about a post mistress in South Wales 
Sources said Fox paid more than ■ .whose neighbors suspected she bad won the lottery, 

rights to distribute the film .in North and'South /‘She put a sign in her window: ‘No, I have not 

America. ■ v ■ ", r >. :, :-*vr-waiL* ! * c -—*-* **-- - J * -■* - —"- 


America. ^V-Wwohl'I*thought the idea of a small community 

. But thevictory—won after a;gnrdlng^fare^rti^it-, dealing with a winner in their midst was compel- 
com petition during which_seyeral tfistiihiid£s made: 3 Inig," Jones said. 

.. “ r;'5The film was financed, in pan, by pre-selling the 

distribution rights in France and Britain. The film 
J6ro».^he Isle of Man, where.ihe-.fiim 
thai shot, also kicked in some money. 


. entreaties vracellulan 
That the deal was , 
how swiftly business 
fierce rivalries fioroe: 
sions. Tk^ tbe k&itejr 



. JBy hepppastoaces Law said,be_found out that the; 


film was screening for the first time hen: and made 
a point of showing up. He wasn't alone. 

The minute that first screening ended, the hustle 
began. 

"You hope you’ll see a movie like this.” Law 
explained. "Then, you say. *lf I see this is wonder¬ 
ful. I won’t he the only one.' Then, you panic." 

Distributors beat a hasty path for the Noga Hil¬ 
ton. the headquarters of the Overseas Rim Group, 
which was selling .the film. But the company's 
chairman. Robert Little, was out. 

Little’s cellular phone soon started ringing inces¬ 
santly. Amir Malin. the co-presidcnt of Artisan, 
one of the companies competing for distribution 
rights, had had three scouts nt the screening and on 
the basis of iheir enthusiasm, he tracked Little 
down. 

They told me it was like ’Local Hero.’” he said, 
referring to the Bill Forsyth film about an Ameri¬ 
can oil company hoping to locate a big operation in 
a small Scottish town. Malin made his offer that 
night. But Little had promised other distributors 
not to commit to any company before Tuesday's 
screening. 

Law and his colleagues at Fox Searchlight were 
also calling. They finally reached Little while he 
was eating- dinner at a pricy, hillside restaurant 
•called the CoJombc D'Or. 

• • “We called him ijyfeiy lO minutes, though when 


his main course arrived, he wisely turned (his 
phone) off." Law said. “We said. We'll pick up 
your entire dinner bill if you'll make a deal right 
now.’ But he honored his agreement and made us 
waiL” 

The calls. Little recalled, “continued until 2:30 
in the morning. 

Fox Searchlight had some advantages going into 
the negotiations. Its track record with ’Full Monty’, 
Law said, is so well known to British filmmakers 
that he didn’t even have to bring it up. Moreover, 
the company has just released ‘Shooting Fish’, a 
Stefan Schwartzmalouf film whose producer. Rich¬ 
ard Holmes, is also a producer of ‘Waking Ned’. 

Nevertheless. Law said, anxiety about the possi¬ 
bility of losing the film kept him awake all night. "I 
went to bed at 3 am and lay there until 6. when I 
got up and ordered breakfast." 

Tuesday’s screening began at 11:30 am Half an 
hour after it ended, the deal was done. 

Jones, the filmmaker, said he was thrilled, partic¬ 
ularly because his movie is an upbeat tale—a cine¬ 
matic style that has not been in vogue of late. 

“Part of me wants to go'crazy.” he said with con¬ 
trolled enthusiasm. “But I’m very down to earth. 
As soon as I let it go to my head. I’ll be lost" ■ 


LA Times - Washington Post 
News Service 


mid-festival, two free-flying comedies on 
cautionary (hemes. ‘Aprile’ is a personal 
memoir like the bearded filmmaker- 
comedian’s last Cmncs hit ‘Dear Diary’. 
This lime he sikemuics delight as a new 
father with agonized semi-involvement in 
the political scene, shooting a “Right is 
wrong” documentary about a country 
gripped by Berlusconis and Umberto Bos- 
sis. The film sprawls a liule. hut Morctti’s 
mournful-mirthful personality is so 
enchanting wc forgive him the longueurs 
as well as the Icli-wing lectures. 

Some festival-goers refused to forgive 
Bcnigni. Italy’s other top comcdion/auteur. 
for his Nazi concentration camp scenes in 
'La Vila £ Bella’. This often brilliant sec¬ 
ond world war comedy takes its hero, 
played by the spike-haired director, all the 
way from pre-war scenes as a waiter, to a 
scene in which he addresses a school, 
hilariously, on ’’Aryan superiority.” to the 
stulags. Though there is comedy and even 
some sentimentality in the camp scenes, 
where the hero fortifies his little son by 
pretending that it is all a game with points 
for survival. Bcnigni also employs consid¬ 
erable skill, wit and tact. 

Besides, isn’t 50 years a long enough 
period for strict mourning over the Nazi 
era? Mustn't a time come when history is 
opened up—even the bleakest recent his¬ 
tory—to the full range of quirky artistic 
response? And where better to do this than 
in a film festival where almost every other 
taboo seems to have bitten the Cote d’Azur 
dust. ■ . 
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The First Class Hotel in 
. Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room «! 


imkotel 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.oJBox 9403 Fax 602434 
■ Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for. 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 


and sale. Furnished 
and unfurnished 


For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

__ 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle,, JabalAmman, 
tutor AkUyyak Girls School 

Take away in available 

Open daily I2:0(F3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 






Home Delivery 
For Only 


JD 20 

Annual Subscription 


i For more 


please eall 4652380fax 4648298 
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Orbit 

S«t*Ste Television end Radio Network 


Ft» more Information please call 
Orbit Direct at +357 909 5000 
_http://wof1dcup.orfalt.net 
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Suppliers: Ten reasons to go with Pentium II 


Why you should buy 
the Pentium system 


HARDWARE SUPPLIERS 
have pui together a list of rea¬ 
sons why customers arc better 
off purchasing a Pentium II 
system, especially business 
users. These fine points are 
worth looking at. if you 
intend to purchase a PC. 
Without a doubt, the Pen¬ 
tium II is an appealing, and 
safe, option. 


ness users this means that sav¬ 
ing big jobs (such as large 
PowerPoint presentations) to 
disk is performed twice as fast. 


actually in use. resulting in 
major energy savings. 


Pentium II is designed to 
run today's 32-bit applications 


Pentium II gives you 
cost-effective investment 
protection today for both 
the near and far futures. 


If you want a system that 
won't leave you feeling left 
out a year or two from now. 
you'll want Pentium II. 

Pentium II systems, with a 
low inventory strategy, can 
pass on the latest low prices 
onto Pentium II chips to cus¬ 
tomers. giving them a window 
of opportunity to make a valu¬ 
able investment at the lowest 
price 



Office applications, such as 
Office 97. demand the best 
processors to run most effi¬ 
ciently as they are much 
bigger and more data- 
intensivc than previous 16-bit 
applications. 


Will be necessary to run 
NT5 and Windows 98 


Pentium II supports 
new technology that increase 
overall performance and net¬ 
work architecture efficiency. 


Investing in Pentium II 
now will save costs and 
effort w’hen making a tran¬ 
sition to upcoming operat¬ 
ing systems, like Windows 98 
and Windows NT 5. 


The Single Edge Contact 
Cartridge tSECC) , to be used 
in all Intel processors 


Needfor new HDD. RAM 
and graphics performance- 
boosting technology 


Pentium 1! supports AGP 
(Advanced Graphics Port) 
which enhances business 
graphics performance by 5 to 
15 percent. Also, it supports 
SDRAN1M which increases 
memory speed by 30 to 40 per¬ 
cent-essential ’ for running 
graphics applications 

efficiently. 

It also supports ATA33 
Hard Disk drivers, the new 
HDD technology that allows 
data transfer from memory to 
HDD twice as fast For busi- 


Pentium II supports the 
new port technology, USB. 
which enables data transfer at 
speeds between 1.5 and 12 
Mbps (of serial port speed of 
115Kbps) and can have several 
devices attached, resulting in 
decreased clutter and less com¬ 
plex cabling. 


Future processor upgrades 
will be cost-effective as there 
are no further development 
costs, which means lower 
upgrade costs and easier transi¬ 
tions for customers. 



Compaq Freedom C-Series Handheld PC 


COMPAQ COMPUTER Mid¬ 
dle East, Mediterranean & 
Africa (MENA) has announced 
the launch of its C-Series Hand¬ 
held PC. the first processiotuil 
handheld PC aimed at mobile 
business users who require fast, 
easy and secure; access in 
information. 

The Compaq-designed C- 
Series is the first handheld PC 
with Data Security and Asset 
Management functionality, pro¬ 
viding the business user with a 
secure mobile extension to a 
networked PC. Compaq's C- 
Series also features a high¬ 
speed 33.6 Kbps. integrated 
modem, easy set-up and. exclu¬ 
sive software bundles, and sup¬ 
port for the Microsoft Windows 
CE 2.0 operating system. 



The C-Scries is optimized lor 
Windows CE providing instant 
‘on.' fast calculations and 
smooth scrolling through docu¬ 
ments. In -addition, the high- 
performance 33.6 Kbps inte¬ 
grated modem provides fast and 
easy access to e-mail, connec¬ 
tion with the user’s remote PC 
and Internet access. A colour or 
monochrome screen supports a 


640 x 240 resolution with a 
double bright backlit display 
allowing users to choose 
between two brightness settings 
to improve viewing in different 
lighting conditions. 

The Compaq C-Series links 
to a PC using a bundled serial 
cable or infrares. Microsoft 
Windows CE Service automati¬ 
cally detects a connected hand¬ 
held device and initiates com¬ 
munication to provide 
automatic/continuous replica¬ 
tion of calendar, tasks, e-mails, 
contacts and business critical 
files. Compaq's C-Seris can be 
connected either to a corporate 
LAN through a Remote Access 
Service account or to the Inter¬ 
net through on Internet Service 
Provider. ■ 


Fastlink selects Great Plains for 
Arabic-enabled financial solution 


GREAT PLAINS Software has 
been chosen by Jordan Mobile 
Telephone Services (JMTS)— 
Fastlink—to design and deliver 
a new financial and accounting 
software solution for its opera¬ 
tions. Signed earlier this month 
in Amman, Fastlink purchased 
a Great Plains Dynamics Cliem/ 
Server Plus (C7S+) English/ 
Arabic financial management 
system for its national opera¬ 


tions. The Great Plains Dynam¬ 
ics system replaces Fastiink’s 
existing Client/Server financial 
management system. Strong 
local support via Resource, the 
local Value-Added Reseller 
(VAR), was a major factor for 
the switch. 

Great Plains Software is a 
leading provider of Microsoft 
Windows NT-based client/ 
server financial management 


software for mid-market busi¬ 
ness. The company’s award win¬ 
ning products and services auto¬ 
mate essential accounting 
functions and enhance the strate¬ 
gic value of information. Great 
Plains Software Middle East is 
based in Dubai and offers train¬ 
ing, consulting and customiza¬ 
tion services throughout its net¬ 
work in die Middle East. ■ 


News update 


Lotus Notes takes off in 
Europe and Middle East 
• Lotus announced a 400 per¬ 
cent increase in licensed Lotus 
Notes and Lotus Domino users 
in Europe and the Middle East. 

This massive growth signals 
a move towards adopting group- 
ware and Knowledge Manage¬ 
ment Solutions in those areas 
and further increases the poten¬ 
tial of Lotus' upcoming Arabic 
versions of its software. Lotus 
intends to unveil the Arabic ver¬ 


sion of Notes Release 5 at 
GITEX 9S. held in Dubai in 
October this year. 


Aptec merges with L&H 
• BYTE Middle East maga¬ 
zine reported that a S 17.5 mil¬ 
lion deal has been struck by 
which Lcmout & Hauspie 
I L&H) has acquired Aptec 
Applications Technology, creat¬ 
ing a force Arabization and 
multi-lingual technology. 

Aptec is an Arab-owned 


Necessary for next- 
generation networking 
technology 


Out-performs all other Pen¬ 
tium processors under Win¬ 
dows NT 4 


with MMX. 


Investing in Pentium II now 
makes the network ready for 
ACPI—the new power¬ 
managing network technology. 

ACPI allows the network to 
stay in a ’power-down’ state, 
only powering up the parts 


Using Winstone 97 Busi¬ 
ness. Pentium II 233 MHz is 
17 percent faster than Pentium 
200 with MMX 15 percent 
fasteF than Pentium 233 with 
MMX Using Winstone 97 
High-end. Pentium II 23MHz 
is 33 percent faster than Pen¬ 
tium 200 with MMX 30 per¬ 
cent faster than Pentium 233 


Necessary to get the most 
out of Windows NT 4 


Enhances performance 
gained from RAM upgrades 


For corporate purposes 
NT4 is the preferred operat¬ 
ing system as it allows for 
better data security, because 
of its file system, and it is 
more stable than Windows 
95. it is also easier to upgrade 
to the upcoming NT 5. 


Most business users need 
more RAM than the basic 
32MB. as they run several 
applications simultaneously. 

Upgrading to 64MB with a 
Pentium MMX processor 
gives u performance gain of 2 
percent on Winstone 97 Busi¬ 
ness. hut with Pentium 11 the 
r gain is 20 percent, running 
u. Windows NT 4. ■ 


company based in Virginia. 
USA, which pioneered auto¬ 
matic Arabic / English transla¬ 
tion technology. The new deal 
will allow Aptec to maintain 
independent management, and 
will focus on Internet multi¬ 
lingual technology develop¬ 
ment. It is worth noting that 
Microsoft Corp. owns an eight 
percent slake in L & H. adding 
to the strength of this newly 
formed alliance. Look for 
Aptec's upcoming products and 
activities. 


Dowlog opens regional 
office in Amman 
• Saudi software company, 
Dowlog (A/ Dawaleg) has 
recently opened a regional 
office in Amman as part of the 
company's expansion into 
neighboring markets. Dowlog 
produces educational software, 
based on national curriculum, 
published on CD-ROM.-.The. 
idea is to primarily serve the 
Levant and Egyptikrt markets. 


WE R F A 

NASSER 


Microsoft Windows 98 
.... maybe 99 


AFTER MICROSOFT Corp ; was slapped.with the anti-mist 
law suit regarding its inclusion, of internet Explorer in Win? 
dows 98, the company has suffered a number of legal draw¬ 
backs over the past few months. 

• With the judge presiding over the case recently setting a 
court date for the trail in September this year, the chances 
look bleak for Microsoft to stay on schedule regarding its 
Windows 98 summer release date. 

• Of course, Microsoft could salvage whatever is possible 
from the situation and introduce Windows 98 this summer. 

but without Internet Explorer components. 

- However, as news reports indicate so far, Windows 98 may 
hot be available in shrink-wrapped form before the end of tire 
year. Only new PCs will come with a copy of Windows 98 
downloaded. 

Microsoft has asked to be allowed a seven month postpone¬ 
ment before die case is taken tolrial; the request was. not 
granted. Apparently, if Microsoft were aUowedthis conces- 
sion, it would have managed to sell some 16 million copies of 
Windows 98. including the controversial Internet Explorer 98. 
So, Microsoft would have effectively polled off its intended 
goal: to get everyone worldwide to browse the Web exclu¬ 
sively through its software, locking everyone else on! 

For my part, L f m concerned about the effect this whole 
fiasco will have on us users. Will, weger our new opqating 
system soon? Are we losing out on some of Microsoft’s crea¬ 
tivity. simply because we will not be able id utilize an internet 
browser integrated into our operating system? 

After months of hearing views both for and gainst Micro¬ 
soft, 1 still am undecided. We’ll just have to wait and see 
where the current course of events leads, on our PC desktop. 





Beware of false Petttiurn // processors 


AS IF the computer industry needed-more problems relied to 
ftaiidl It turns Out that there are hundreds of thousands of 
false Pentium 11 processors being circulated around the world. 
In what way are they: false, you may ask? Well, basically, they 
come with an incorrect product specification, with a. ‘false’ 
megahertz speed inscribed bntb the processor, a'fbrgery done 
with the utmost professionalism. J* ... 

. So, suppliers purchasing a shipment of what ^supposed to 
be 300 or 350MHz Pentium n processors, end pp' wife slower 
processors, which heat up PC systems. .' 

| Some counter-tactics are being employed by a number of 
software specialists, in which a check can be run oft any sys¬ 
tem, identifying the exact speed of the Pentium processor sit¬ 
ting inside tire case. 

Otherwise, unlucky users.will end up with PC systems con¬ 
figured to the mmuirium in order to utilize the power of the 
'announced* Pentium II processor and'tire result will be dam¬ 
age to their hardware, mainly due to overheating, which can 
bum items on the motherboard, including the processor itself. 
But the problem seems more threatening than' It is. in real 
terms, because the numberof repqgtcd. cas es of burn-outs con¬ 
stitutes only a very small percentage of tire actual number of 
Pentium II processors now in;-use. Even 200,000 falsely 
labelled Pentiums is next toTTothi^g when compared with the 
millions of processors Intel ships,djnevery year. 

Of course, Intel is taking this forgery matter very seriously, 
and is preparing to^packdown 6p forgers all over the world. 
How much can be.dq’ne, to .fight feislcijmrnal practice remains 
to be seen. ■ V . r; ,~ 1 


French style on display 


Under the patronage of the French Embassy and spon¬ 
sored by Le Meridlen Amman, Air France, TNT Sky- 
pak. Safeway, Dajani Group and Coca Cola, a fashion 
show took place at the Le Meridiem It was organized by 
Le Printemps, the largest fashion department store in 
Paris, and it presented the best in spring and summer 
collection by such famous names as Louis Feraud. T.L. 
Scherrer, Emmanuelle Khan and Jacques Fath. 





in a 


By J. D. F. Jones 


HERE IS a place where there is 
nothing to do. There are no 
temples or monuments, no 
archaeological sites, no 
museums, no game parks or 
protected species, no folk danc¬ 
ing, no shops and no discos. 

What a relief.’ All you are 
required to do in the Maldives 
is to sit on your verandah, to lie 
on your beach, to look out on 
the purest turquoise .sea and 
perhaps to swim in it, to allow 
various charming locals to bring- 
you food and drink in abun¬ 
dance at any hour you choose, 
and to consider and even 
decline the offer of 
scuba diving, snerkeling, 
sailing, big game fishing, 
that son of thing. 

They are a sequence of 
specks' of sand in the 
depths of the Indian 
Ocean, 1.200 of them, 
almost on the Equator, 
and none of them is more 
than a few feet high. We 
talk nervously of global 
warming and the fact that 
scientists propose that 
the Maldives will vanish 
under the waves within 
30 years—some say less. 


exquisitely beautiful situation, 
but the problem was. and 
remains, their inaccessibility. It 
is ia long flight from Europe or 
the Far East and most travellers 
have to go via Dubai or Sri 
Lanka; or Trivandrum in south 
India. Then there is the final 
shuttle out .to the resorts, by sea-: 
plane or helicopter, fast launch : 
or the slow, local dhonis. It 
used to take 10 hours in a.dhbhi 
to : get from Male to one of the 
best resorts. Soneva Fushi .on- 
Kunfunadhoo island, where the 
first hotel was attempted in the 
early 1980s and, not surpris¬ 
ingly. failed. Today, you get ’ 
there by seaplane in about half- 


Only 200 of these 
“islands,” grouped into 
atolls, are inhabited, and 
there is a strict division 
between the rural fishing 
islands of fee local Mos¬ 
lem population and fee 
small number opened to 
international tourism. 

Whether the 'govern¬ 
ment can indefinitely for 
for fee allotted 30 years) 
maintain the distinction 
seems doubtful. The capital, 
Male, is modernizing rapidly as 
the tourist money pours in, but 
the outer islands are certainly 
strictly segregated and will con¬ 
tinue to be so if only because 
there is, quite simply, only 
room for one hotel on each of 
them. 

A typical luxury establish¬ 
ment, such as the Banyan Tree, 
crams 48 chalets on to an out¬ 
crop of term firma only 400 
yards in diameter, and even feat 
is being eroded alarmingly, so. 
they have to spend a fortune on 
sandbags and coral walls to’ 
keep the tides at bay. 

Tire, islands all enjoy an 



an-hour. - 

■Soneva JFushi today is an 
exclusive holiday resort, shame¬ 
lessly up-market and - deter¬ 
mined to- go eyen-higher as-it 
plans to convert, this year’s 62 
rooms.to a smaller, number of 
relf-cqniained lodges seti.even 
more privately than they are 
today in the dense vegetation 
which 1 leads '.to- the empty . 
beaches. 

You certainly do not chess. 
' for. dinner bare feet are near- 
mandatory.: Yott lade for noth-', 
iiig,. from.a diving school to a . 
helipad, from _& masseuse to' 
your own hi-fi : ands.yidep'sy£-: 
tem, from direct-dial phones- to- 


a bar which stays awake as 
long as you da Some rooms 
suggest-that Robinson Crusoe 
has come to the Savoy, wife 
simple and elegant furniture in 
- bamboo and teak. 

.• ; Most important of all, the 
island may be small—^one mile 
by a; quarter—but there is no 
sense of living cheek by jowl 
with your fellow guests. Like 
■many of fee other resorts, 
Soneva Fushi is obsessively 
ecorfriendly. The coral:is pro¬ 
tected, you are expected to 
return your marlin or tuna 
unharmed to fee ocean/ and 
there are hopes of fuming fee 
lagoon into a marine part f. 

Turtles occupy one 
end of the island, dol¬ 
phins the other. The 
Banyan Tree on Vab- 
binfaru, an easier 20- 
irmniite dash by launch 
from' Male, does not 
have ..quite fee same 
feeling of exclusive¬ 
ness/although it is cer¬ 
tainly luxurious. Three 
years v old - with 48 
rooms, it has attractive 
individual chalets of 
. Indonesian style wife 
conical thatch roofs. It 
.is part of the Asian 
group which first 
.developed Thailand’s 
■PhukeL Again, it has 
every . facility you 
■could - 'imagine, includ¬ 
ing Jacuzzis, buty^fc 
big differences wTrfi 
Soneva .Fuslti are that 
the -island- is smaller 
(and .- fe^re ' is. .a : dis¬ 
tinctly lesser -sense of 
privacy) and.it does not 
have air^<jbn<Wbning- 
. .. This is .an, important 
consideration: .The; MaMives 


are very hot, although the sea is 
a few yards away and is won- 
■derfuliy warm.yw at the same 
-time refreshing.-' - --■ 

Although these places dp not 

.come cheap, they daim T a' high 
percentage of return- clients. jt ' 
must be to do with the extraordi¬ 
nary combination of'turquoise 
shallows, '..deep blue ocean 
beyond the rfief, blinding white 
.sand, and.tfie certainty feat you 
• can .lraidiy 'iK^t ^ get an 
■from it all- so completely v J 
!ya bring cossefted as;)®^ n 
: are at home. ■ ■ 
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